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EDITORIAL
For whatever reason we seem to be losing our appetite for
getting together. The chairman talks of the fall off in
attendance at this year’s May reunion on page 10 and
Ralph Wardle in a recent letter to those who have
attended the Northern gatherings of the past reminds
them that attendance has been dropping and questions
the viability of such events. This challenges the
suggestion that the annual NRPA “do” should perhaps be
replaced by regional ones, which was made last year. The
Scotland Yard reunion last Christmas, far from declining,
had a record attendance but was that just a function of the
number of members living in the South East? It is hard to
discern the pattern but we can be sure that age, ill health
and travel problems are affecting ever more of us (I could
not make The AGM this year because Priscilla and I find it
hard to travel any distance) and it seems likely that
numbers at gatherings will continue to decline. However
whatever that solution, even if it is to dispense with getting
together on a regular basis, Nkhwazi will, so long as there
are subscriptions to support it, continue to report and
reminisce twice a year.
Maf

SALVETE
We welcome Fred Minty as a new member from 
South Africa
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VALETE
We are sad to report the deaths of the following old
comrades

Ken Boyer on the 8th of February 2015.

George D. (Paddy) Patterson in South Africa on 
6 February 2015.

Lillian Coates on 29 December 2014 at Leicester.

Junita (Nita) Johnston wife of Bertie on 10 March 2015 
in Belfast.

Douglas A. Fisher on 13th May 2015 at Kings Lynn, 
aged 82.

Anita Mitchell, nee McKenzie, wife of John Mitchell on 
8th June 2015.

Bryan O. Cooper during April 2015 in Leicester.

June Mace, widow of Derrick, who died during June 
this year.

OBITUARIES
John A. Coates CPM by Roy Coppard
John's service in the Northern Rhodesia Police
commenced in 1956, but before that, when he was a
young man, in fact still a teenager, he joined the Army, 
not just any old part of the Army but as a trooper in the
Life Guards. As all recruits were, he was placed “under 
the wing” of a trained soldier to show him how things were

2



done in the Guards. His “trained soldier” was a trooper
called Mike Campbell, a name which will be familiar to
most readers. I don't know how long they served together,
but Mike left the Guards and joined the NRP, where his
experience was put to good effect in setting up our
Mounted Unit. Needing some assistance he knew he
could rely upon, Mike wrote to John and suggested he
should follow in his footsteps. He must have painted a
rosy picture because that is exactly what John did, finding
himself at Lilayi in October 1956. Having completed basic
training he then went to work with Mike and the horses ,
becoming a member of the display team which
distinguished itself performing at various shows
throughout NR. 

After some time with the Mounted Unit, John went back to
general duties and eventually to the CID. In August 1961,
by now a Detective Inspector, he was in charge of CID at
Chinsali in the Northern Province. At this time there were
widespread disturbances in the territory, largely fomented
by the newly formed United National Independence Party
and these were particularly violent in the Northern
Province. Roads were blocked, bridges destroyed and
schools and other buildings burned down. On the evening
of the 8th of August, a report was received by Northern
Division HQ that an American mission doctor with his wife
and family were trapped on the Great North Road
between Mpika and Chinsali. From there, John set out
with a patrol with Acting Inspector Buckingham, 
Head Constable Luchembe and nine constables in two
Land rovers to bring them to safety. After a journey of
some 50 odd miles, during which they had to rebuild
wrecked culverts, dismantle road blocks and face down
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hostile crowds they arrived at Phillipo school. There they
found Dr Foust with his wife and two children, his assistant 
Mr Wright, his mother, wife and three very young children,
together with some of his African staff and their families.
They were all travelling in a Land Rover and one other
vehicle. The school had been burnt down.

As no-one had any information as to the conditions 
South to Mpika, it was decided to take the convoy of four
vehicles, carrying 33 people back north to Chinsali, and
they set off on the 9th at about 9.30 a.m. 

On the journey back they found the culverts they had
repaired had been destroyed again and this time the
crossings were barred by hostile crowds. The actions
which followed have been featured in Tim Wright's History
of the Northern Rhodesia Police, so I do not need to go
into details here. Suffice it to say that the mobs
encountered were armed with spears, axes and other
weapons and the patrol had to resort to the use of their
firearms to force their way through. About two hours later,
they encountered another crowd of 100 to 150 blocking
their way. This time the threat of armed force prevailed
and the convoy proceeded until an even larger crowd was
encountered about two miles on, again blocking the road.
Once again attempts were made to negotiate a passage,
but it was not until the threat of armed force was made
clear that the convoy was allowed to pass. 

At 8 pm that evening, the convoy was met by another
patrol from Chinsali and the whole party was escorted the
last five miles to safety. The question whether the Police
were justified in opening fire was answered by Dr Foust,
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the medical missionary, who said, “I thought John had left
it too late”. For his part in the operation John was awarded
the Colonial Police Medal for Meritorious Service. Never
has the award of that honour been more richly deserved.   
After the granting of Independence in October 1964, John
stayed on briefly with the Zambia Police, until retiring in
June 1965, with the rank of Chief Inspector, and returned
to the UK. He joined B.U.P.A. as a development officer,
and stayed with the company for the rest of his working
life, progressing to National Agency Manager, from which
post he retired in 1990.

Following his retirement, John remained active in charity
work, including 20 years as Divisional Organiser for the
west Sussex Community Minibus Association. He also
compiled crosswords for the Scottish Daily Record and
was a regular contributor to 'Take That' magazine.

John and I never served on the same station while in the
NRP but we were both founder members of the
Association from 1965. Not long after it was formally
constituted we were both elected to its governing council,
John became the Treasurer and I the Secretary. With the
weighty assistance of Clive Blackwell, we “organised” the
UK Region for several years. John's office was in Dorking
and mine in Leatherhead, a few miles up the A24. Halfway
between there is a pub called the Stepping Stones, where
we used to meet (fairly frequently I might add) to discuss
and organise the affairs of the Region. John was ever a
stalwart member of the Association, and attended every
meeting he possibly could until his deteriorating health
made it impossible. Even then he never failed to send his
apologies for absence. John was a man I was proud to
have known. I have lost a good friend.   
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Lillian Coates taken from the tribute given at her funeral.
Lillian Coates died on the 29 December 2014. She had
been born in Paris of a French mother and a Welsh father
who was a missionary teacher serving in Madagascar. Her
early life was spent in Madagascar where she spoke only
French and Malagasy. When the family came on leave to
England Lillian and her Mother had to teach themselves
English. When the second World war broke out, only her
father was able to get a ship back to his mission station,
leaving Lillian and her mother behind. They were not
reunited until1946 when Lillian was 18 and working as an
architectural assistant trainee. However, the urge to take
up nursing led her to change from architectural training to
nursing training at Barts where she qualified as a midwife
and worked as a staff nurse.

In 1954 she heeded the call of Africa and came to work on
the Copperbelt during the smallpox epidemic. It was at this
time that she met John, unusually in the hospital mortuary.
He attending a PM and she assisting, their friendship,
cemented over a post post mortem coffee, blossomed.
They married in 1957. Their daughter Pat was born in
Northern Rhodesia.

She and John returned to England after Independence
and with some difficulty settled in UK and with the birth of
their second child a son, Michael, settled in Leicester. With
the arrival of Michael Lilian concentrated on her family,
looking after the children aa well as supporting John with
the admin of his business. She was a regular attender 
with John at our NRPA reunions and a great support to
John during his term as Chairman of the Association.
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Lillian was a skilled embroiderer, helping with the
production of church banners and embroidery. She was a
committed Christian,forging a close relationship with her
Church, and she was an active member of the Mother's
Union. 

She will be sadly missed by her family and all who knew her.

Ken Boyer
Ken was born in 1929 and served for 8 years with the
Police in Malaya before joining the NRP in February 1959.
He served in Livingstone, Monze, Ndola and Kasama as a
Special Branch officer. Amongst other incidents in his
career he escorted Mme Tshombe out of the Congo and
he was bodyguard to the Queen Mother when she opened
the Kariba Dam; while at Ndola he worked on VIP
protection duties with your editor when Kenneth Kaunda,
prime minister at the time, or the Governor, visited Ndola
and Kitwe . On leaving the Zambia Police he joined the
Foreign Office and worked there until his retirement.

George D. 'Paddy' Patterson CPM
Paddy was born in1925 and joined the Palestine Police
Force in 1945 where he served with David Oliver . 
In 1948 he joined the NRP as an A/I He was made
Detective Inspector in 1952, A/Superintendent in 1953,
Superintendent in 1958, whilst in charge of CID at Ndola
in 1960 he was awarded the Colonial Police Medal for
Meritorious Service for his work on the notorious Burton
case; where a gang of UNIP supporters together with a
large group of coerced passers-by stopped Mrs Burton's
car containing also her little girls, on the Ndola Mufilira
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road. The gang, which had just left a political meeting in
Chifubu township, set the car on fire resulting in the death
of Mrs Burton from her burns (see Tim Wright's 'History'
for details) and eventually the conviction and hanging of
four of the gang leaders. Paddy was promoted 
Senior Superintendent 1962 at FHQ, retiring from the
Zambia Force as Assistant Commissioner of Police. On
leaving the Zambia police he moved to South Africa,
working in personnel for Courtaulds

ANNUAL REUNION 21st to 23rd MAY 2015
It was an intimate group just over 60 strong that attended
this year's reunion at the excellent Moor Hall Hotel, 
Sutton Coldfield. No doubt many members were still
regaining their breath after the magnificent 50th
anniversary last year. We hope to see them all rested 
and recuperated at the same place next year.

26 members went on the coach trip to the National
Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas. All were accounted for by
our Chairman for the return trip with two having decided to
make their own arrangements. For many this was the first
opportunity to see, and make use of, our benches in fine
weather. On mature consideration God must have decided
that the NRP did a good job and we had not deserved the
appalling weather he supplied for the unveiling of the
benches last June. Our party were amazed at the
developments that have taken place at the NMA over the
last twelve months, not merely in the continued growth of
the trees enhancing the site, but the number of new or
improved memorials, including the ongoing construction of
a mini-Great Zimbabwe for the Rhodesian African Rifles.
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God must also have been pleased to see seven NRPA
members visiting Lichfield Cathedral. Despite crumbling
sandstone and the lasting effect of proximity to the 
Black Country it holds its own among the great cathedrals
of England. Leone and I also visited the George Hotel
which must have provided a comfortable stay to those too
late to obtain a booking at Moor Hall last year.

The only complaint at the Annual Dinner was that there
was too much food, all of a quality which discouraged
restraint. Furthermore on our table I am ashamed to say
that nearly half the wine provided was untouched. We
had, of course, enjoyed the free bar beforehand. Ian
Waters, son of the late Doug, attended with his wife and
presented two car badges, that of the NRP and one of 
AA Rhodesia, both in pristine condition. Raffled by our
Chairman in aid of Association funds they went, after a
struggle, to Bill Campion for £100. On behalf of the
Association, John Hambly made a presentation to 
Ralph and Hazel Wardle to mark Ralph's retirement as
Deputy Chairman and recognition of their continuing work
on the Northern Reunion.

As usual before one was ready, the time for departure
came round but the modest attendance had enabled
everyone to get round to seeing each other. We know we
shall never again obtain the numbers which attended in
2014 or even the average attendance of the previous
years of the 21st Century, but we look forward to seeing
more of you at the Moor Hall Hotel next year. It will be an
enjoyable weekend.
Tim Wright
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THE RESULT OF THIS YEAR'S LOTTERY
First prize: Len Read
Second prize: M. Mackie of 34 Nalgo Road, 

St Andrews, Fife, KY16 8RW
Third prize: Miss S.J.A. Reynolds of 

120 Snakes Lane West,
Woodford Green, Essex, IG8 0BS

THE CHAIRMAN'S WORD
Following the great success of our 50th Anniversary 
2014 reunion the year has been relatively uneventful.

Attendance at this year's reunion, at the same hotel, was,
by our normal standards, very disappointing. Last year's
Northern Gathering, too, was poorly attended. I'm sure we
can all think of valid reasons for this considerable
reduction. We all know that Association cannot go on for
ever.

However, if this decline continues at the same rate serious
consideration must be given to the future. At the 2014
Reunion AGM a suggestion was made that we might
consider regional/area gatherings. I thought this to be a
good option but no volunteers were forthcoming to
organise such events, which didn't really surprise me.
I believe that if numbers reduced much further we shall
have to consider two likely options. 
• Firstly, that we make a bold decision to put the whole
thing bed whilst there is still some life remaining. Or

• Secondly, we let everything drag on until the last man is
left standing – not a happy outcome.
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Nothing has been decided but the forthcoming events 
(Northern Gathering, Christmas at Scotland Yard and our
2016 reunion) are critical. A great deal of committee work
goes into the organisation of these events so with poor
attendance that effort is simply not justifiable.

If it is humanly possible I hope members will make a big
effort this year to keep the Association alive –
otherwise.......?  
John

OVERSEAS POSTAGE COSTS OF NKHWAZI.
Increases in postage costs now means that mailing
Nkhwazi to overseas members is no longer covered by
the annual subscription of £10.00. Overseas members
had been canvassed as to whether they would agree to
their subs, being increased to cover mailing costs and so
far eight in South Africa and Australia had responded
agreeing to an increase. A consequence would be that
members who had not responded would no longer receive
Nkhwazi. The canvass had prompted a suggestion from
one R.S.A. member that the funds still held by what had
been the South Africa region of the N.R.P.A., amounting 
to 30,000 rands (approx £1500) should be remitted to
N.R.P.A. U.K. and used to cover the mailing costs for
South Africa. It was not clear whether this proposal had
the consent of all South Africa members and furthermore
there are moves to try and revive the South Africa region
organisation. Investigations will be carried out and the
overseas postage costs kept under review.
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THE MINUTES OF THE 50th ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING OF THE NORTHERN RHODESIA POLICE
ASSOCIATION AT THE MOOR HALL HOTEL ON 
22nd MAY, 2015 AT 5.00 p.m.

PRESENT J. Hambly (Chairman), 
R. Wardle (Vice-Chairman), 
J. Miller Treasurer), 
N. Rugman, 
T. Wright, 
P. Witherspoon, 
C. J. Lyon (Secretary)
and 30 members.

As is customary, before the meeting commenced the
Chairman asked all members to stand and observe a
short silence in memory of those colleagues who died
during the year, in particular:

APOLOGIES for absence were received from:
Frank Short, Russ Whateley, Dave Durose, Brian Robinson
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Geoff Catton 
David Williams 
Cynthia Coase 
Bob Kelsey 
Norman Hiles 
Arthur Carson 
John Wood 
Liz Reed 

Alec Shackleton 
Lillian Coates
John A. Coates 
James Crawford
Paddy Patterson 
Ken Boyer 
Nita Johnson 



John Tobin, Margaret Geddes, Michael Haselden
Ken West, Derek Justice, Bill Francis, Geoff Brindle
June Mace, Bill Barr, Hamish Scott-Knight, Ian Nicholas
Neil Ashton, Brian Lamb, Clive Blackwell, Norrie Parker
Bill Topley, Derek Beaverstock, Alan Lloyd, Noel Dobson
June Mace, John LeRoux, ,Carolyn Williams, Don Bracey
Chuck Abrams, Malcolm and Priscilla Flower-Smith

1 MINUTES of the 49th Annual General Meeting at 
the Moor Hall Hotel, Sutton Coldfield held on the
7th June 2014 had been published in Nkhwazi. Their
adoption was proposed by Roy Coppard and seconded
by Peter Brooks and the motion was carried nem con.

2 MATTERS ARISING 
There were no matters arising.

3. TREASURER'S REPORT The treasurer, Jerry Miller
drew members' attention to the Association accounts
which had been attached to the Chairman's welcome
letter. There are 247 fully paid-up members, 20 members
who were still paying £5.00 a year and 1 member who
continues to pay £1.00 a year. Members who were not
fully paid up had been taken off the mailing list.
2014 was an expensive year, as might be expected, as
a result of the 50th anniversary expenses but the
association funds were in credit. There is a surplus
remaining from the funds raised for the construction of
the benches at the Association's memorial at the
National Memorial Arboretum and the treasurer
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recommended that the surplus should be taken into the
general funds.
It was proposed by Jeremy Hawkins and seconded by
Keith Ratcliffe that the accounts should be approved;
carried nem con.

4 FOR THE ELECTION OF OFFICERS Roy Coppard
was invited to take the chair. He advised the meeting
that he had ascertained that John Hambly was willing to
continue as Chairman and proposed that John Hambly
should continue in this post and this seconded by 
Don MacLean. There being no other nominations the
motion was carried nem con. Roy Coppard had
established that Ralph Wardle was standing down as
Vice-Chairman and that Tim Wright was willing to
assume the position of Vice-Chairman. He proposed
Tim Wright as Vice Chairman and this was seconded by
Vic Schofield. There being no other nominations the
motion was carried nem con. 
Roy Coppard advised that Phil Witherspoon had been 
co-opted as a Council member. Roy Coppard had
established  that the entire Council viz Jerry Miller, 
Phil Witherspoon, Nigel Rugman, Russ Whatley and
Chris Lyon were willing to continue in office. 
Roy Coppard called for any nominations for the Council
and there being none proposed, seconded by 
Peter Brook, that the Council be re-elected for the
forthcoming year; carried nem con.
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John Hambly resumed the chair and a vote of thanks to
the Council for its work during the past year was
proposed by Roy Coppard and carried by acclamation. 

5. CHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS
The chairman said that the number attending this year's
attendance to the reunion was 65, well down on
previous years, without including the 50th Anniversary
2014 reunion which was a special case. He had himself
made 50 'phone calls encouraging members to attend
but it seemed that a combination of the previous years
attendance of 200 plus many members attending on
alternate years, the aging process and increasing frailty.
However the low turnout has put future reunion events
in question and the Chairman urged members present
to encourage friends to attend future reunions.

SCOTLAND YARD DECEMBER EVENT.
As the Metropolitan Police headquarters are being moved
to new premises on the Victoria Embankment in 2016
there are serious doubts as to whether the December
event could be held at the new venue. In the event that we
will not be able to use the new facilities Russ Whatley and
Phil Witherspoon will carry out enquiries to find a new
venue but positive and costed suggestions would be
welcome from any members who belong to organizations
in London and should be posted to them as soon as
possible. Expected attendance at the event will be 80. 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 5.50. p.m. 
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THE 2015 ANNUAL REUNION 21ST TO 23RD MAY
AT THE MOOR HALL HOTEL

A fish eye view of the 
AGM John Hambley in the

chair with secretary, 
Chris Lyon, taking minutes. 

Shirley and Vic Schofield
with John Beecroft 

Elizabeth Hawkins and 
Leonie Wright

John Coates with 
Vivien Coates ( widow of
J.A.Coates) with 
Roy Coppard and 
Jeremy Hawkins behind. 

Don and Shiela Maclean, 
Arthur Pulford and 

Trisha Rugman.
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Nighean Darlaston and
Keith Ratcliffe

Juliet and Jerry Miller with
Trisha Rugman 

Bert Cubitt with 
our Chairman

Roy Coppard and 
Paul Wheeler

Janice Hambley 
with Paul Wheeler
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BOOKS AND BOOK REVIEWS
Remnants of Empire: Memory and Northern
Rhodesia’s White Diaspora. Pamela Shurmer–Smith 
Kindle price £5.51. (Can also be purchased in paperback
from the author at a reduced price) 

Pamela is a Geographer, now retired from Southampton
University, who was born and lived in NR. About two years
ago, if you recall, I circulated an email from Pamela asking
for your recollections of your time in N.R. how you came to
be there, what you did and eventually, why you left. Quite
a few of you replied and those recollections are included
in the book. 

Geography is usually defined as the ‘Four Ds’ - Distance,
Direction, Distribution and Decision and Pamela travelled
far and wide interviewing those who had lived and worked
in the country. Their stories range from Jewish families
fleeing from persecution in Europe, South Africans farming
settlers, Provincial Administrators, Miners, Railway
workers, miners, school teachers, nurses and of course,
those who ‘did their three in the NRP’. 

The stories of those who decided to leave Zambia on
Independence, move elsewhere and find new employment
varies considerably. Some were pushed; some were
pulled but all left with memories that have lasted
throughout their lives. 
Buy it, it’s a good read. 
Colin Jennings, Geography teacher (retired.) 

PS. This is the set book for next years Re-union which
will conclude with a timed one hour question paper
after the AGM. 
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REMNANTS OF EMPIRE by Pamela Shurmer-Smith is a
thoughtful and sympathetic account of a traumatic time in
the lives of all those who served in Northern Rhodesia in
one capacity or another, and is a book that I have waited
years to see. 

The subject matter is sensibly laid out with an explanation
of who the Northern Rhodesians were, followed by
chapters covering their arrival in the country, the politics of
the time, the reasons for leaving and where many ended
up. Not only did it revive memories of N R, for instance the
44 gallon boiler at the rear of the house for heating water,
but I found it a fascinating overview which I could not
otherwise have had; it put everything into context. This is
a book that is bound to be of interest to any ex-pat. 
My one criticism is that there is no index, though there is 
a list of contributors together with a very comprehensive
bibliography.
Priscilla Flower-Smith.

Britain, Northern Rhodesia and the First World War:
Forgotten Colonial Crisis by Edmund James Yorke.
Published by Palgrave Macmillan in the Studies in Military
and Strategic History series. Hardback £60. 
Edmund Yorke co authored with your editor a book on the
Mafeking Siege in 2000. He is a Senior Lecturer in the
War Studies Department at the Royal Military Academy,
Sandhurst. His area of interest is 19th and early 20th
century Africa and he has produced a number of books on
Imperial and Commonwealth political and military affairs. 
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NEWS OF OURSELVES
Nigel Pearson has sent in news of a Lunch Party held at
Chiselhurst Golf Club on Wednesday 12 November last
year attended by Colin and Marilyn Britton, Dave Crowley,
Bert and Jenny Cubitt, Michael and Roseanne Haselden,
Phil and Mary Lee, Derek and Nanetta Justice, 
Sheila Parish, Jon and Anne Riches, Ed Sharrod, Ken and 
Jean West, Bob and Ginny West, Chalky White, 
Tim Wright and Nigel Pearson. It was reported that a good
time was had by all. 
[A copy of the menu and wines was enclosed and looked
most appetising. Ed.]

Change of address
Ralph Wardle, has e-mailed to advise his change of
address to: 
7, Sandal Cliffe
Sandal
WAKEFIELD
WF2 6AU 

New Member:
Mr F. Minty
PO Box 323
Gonubie
5256
Republic of South Africa

The Chairman has also moved house and advises that his
new address is:
15,Stephendale Road
FARNHAM
GU9 9QP 
His telephone number remains unchanged
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TALES OF YORE
The Strange Case of the Levitating Police Woman, or
Another Peri-Urban ‘Mith’.
Now that Tim Wright’s ‘History of the Northern Rhodesia
Police’ (BECM Press) is now well and truly launched, it
appears to be advantageous to research into what some
academics call ‘social history’ and others, ‘the bits they
never published’. This is such a story and only the names
have been altered to protect the innocent and guilty alike.
During the late 1950’s in Kitwe, in keeping with Force
policy, members of the public were encouraged to become
reservists with the NRP. Two of these reservists, who
answered the call, were sisters, young, single, nubile,
extremely pretty, and intelligent. There was immediate
consternation amongst the more senior officers who,
realising the moral danger into which these two young
ladies had been placed, attached them to the control room
at Kitwe Central whenever they were on duty. In this way
they were kept apart from the advances of the less refined
members of the mess (the majority) and their honour
accordingly protected.

The sisters would work an evening shift from perhaps 6pm
to 10pm, after which time they would go home. Despite
firm orders to the contrary it became a practice for the
afternoon shift to escort them to their waiting and
protective mum. Mum, a most friendly and trusting
woman, even invited officers into the household where
they were plied with real coffee, cake and biscuits,
delights that were never seen in the mess.

On this particular occasion, only one sister was on the
evening duty after her mum had dropped her off at the
Bridewell. There were two patrol cars on duty that night,
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which we shall call “Kitwe 1” and “Kitwe 2”. Knowing that
Little Josie (Oops! Sorry about that) was carless, deep-laid
plans were made by Kitwe 1 and Kitwe 2 and as 2200
hours approached the two police Land Rovers were
circling the nick like vultures in a game reserve. So by the
time control asked if there was any one free for a transport
duty, Kitwe 1, who had parked up behind the admin office,
had already acknowledged and was opening the front
door into the building. Kitwe 2, who was some thirty
seconds behind, was thereby frustrated and therefore
rather upset. The reservist police lady was ensconced in
the front passenger seat and Kitwe 1 drove off towards 
the town centre, closely followed by Kitwe 2. 

It must be remembered at this stage that seat belts were
yet to be invented, but the lady reservist, who already
knew a thing or two about policemen, was grasping the
radio handset, evidently with the intention of calling for
help if needs be. 

Kitwe 1 turned left at the Astra, right at the traffic island
and did two or three short cuts through the second class
trading area, various sanitary lanes, insanitary lanes and
back alleys, but found himself still closely followed by
Kitwe 2. If you remember, there was a car sales lot at the
far end of the town and along one side an empty plot with
a dirt track running across it. Onto this track Kitwe 1 was
recklessly driven at an ever-increasing speed, still closely
followed by Kitwe 2. It was at this point that disaster
struck; whether Kitwe 1 ran over an early form of a
‘sleeping kapasu’, hit a termite mound or simply became
airborne is not known. Nor was Kitwe 1 fitted with an
ejection seat of the type used by James Bond, but what
did happen was that as the Land Rover left the ground the
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passenger door briefly opened, the lady police reservist
very gracefully flew through the door still holding onto the
radio handset and the door immediately closed again
behind her, neatly severing the handset cord. 

In consternation both Kitwe 1 and 2 stopped and began an
immediate search, because the loss of a radio handset
would lead to all types of awkward questions,
administrative problems and lengthy reports to various
senior officers. Guided by what can only be described as
strong, unsettling and very profane language, they found
the young lady immersed in a large clump of undergrowth.
Fortunately she was still holding onto the handset
although she did have to be restrained from attacking
Kitwe 1 with it. Her smart uniform was somewhat daubed
with mud, her hair full of the stuff that you find on waste
ground in Kitwe and there was some difficulty in retrieving
her shoe from a ditch, but apart from some bruising to her
Gluteus Maximus and a few superficial scratches, she was
in good order. 

At a rather more sedate pace she was driven home,
escorted to the porch, leaned against the front door, the
doorbell was rung and, I’m afraid to say, Kitwe 1 and 2
quickly legged it away. They did return with a box of
chocolates and a bunch of flowers a day later but their
reception by Mum was somewhat frosty and for some
reason they were never invited back. 

There is of course a moral to this story and that is young
policemen should always lend a hand to a bird in a bush
and I hope that Kitwe 2 is still thoroughly ashamed of
himself.
Colin Jennings
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50 YEARS ON
DECLINE AND FALL 

“PASS BY AND CURSE THY FILL 
BUT PASS AND STAY NOT HERE THY GAIT”

I sat back on the plane taking me to Cape Town and
reflected on some of the incongruous, historical and
comical events and history that swept Africa over the last
12 years.

In 1959 Dr Hastings Banda the diminutive little Dr had
returned to his native Nyasaland and turmoil followed.
I was dispatched to Fort Jameson with a Mobile Platoon
and thence to Nyasaland. His object in conjunction with
others was to dismantle the Federation.

It’s a melancholy thought to reflect that three of that mobile
contingent have been called to that place from which no
traveller has ever returned. Rodger Barber, meticulous in
thought and action, George Ankatell, ex Queens University
Belfast, and great aficionado of jazz, and Geoff Hill, sturdy
and detached, all evoking happy memories of great events
shared and sad moments endured.

One afternoon I was detailed to take a Nyasaland District
Commissioner along the borders with NR on a “flag
waving patrol”. It was to last a week and one day. While
there I witnessed one of the most absurd and comical
sights, a forerunner of Monty Python in every way. We
were billeted just outside a village and were informed that
Dr. Banda was to address the village the following
morning. He duly arrived in an open air vehicle,
accompanied by waves of women chanting ” One Man
One Vote”. The temperature was over 90 degrees.
Incredibly he was wearing a Homburg Hat a 3 piece black
suit, a high collared shirt and was carrying the inevitable
umbrella. It’s not only mad dogs and English men that go
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out in the midday sun. He gave the impression he was on
the way to Harley Street to his surgery. He had forgotten
his native tongue and so addressed his followers in
English which was then translated into any language the
interpreter wished. My Constables did not understand the
English or the local vernacular. When the meeting was
over the Constables asked me “what did he say?” I replied
(knowing that they did not understand what he had said)
“He promised all citizens a free Chimbuzu. He would also
grant free access to all Witch Doctors all consultation with
them would be free and also the medicine prescribed for
their ailments and men would no longer have to pay more
than one Goat for a wife.” 

In Cape Town I began to reflect on what I would miss
most, the African Sundown and the “Sundowners” that
followed, the smell of the land during the wet season, the
majestic Victoria Falls and the African Women carrying
half a house on their heads.

I also reflected “Would the rest of our lives be spent in
misery and the shallows? Would the rest of our lives be an
anticlimax compared with the exciting lives that we had
just experienced?”

I was delighted with the price of wine in Cape Town. After
2 days I went to the Bosom of The Windsor Castle, which
had transported more civil servants in the last 100 years to
and from England than any other carrier.

A very very sad event occurred three days into our
journey. A retiring District Commissioner from Kenya found
the prospect of the return to England so distasteful that he
hurled himself through one of the portholes during the
night. The Captain deemed it fruitless to turn and search
as these were shark infested waters. 
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On the way through London I met John Beecroft who had
now become Social Welfare Officer, ministering to people
whom the world had forgotten. An ideal pursuit for a man
whose charity knew no bounds and many a call would be
made on his benevolence. I found the weather appalling
and cold. Four days later I was on my way to Tipperary.
Three or four weeks after my arrival there was an election
in progress to the Town Council, a very minor role. There
was only two thousand voters. One night I was persuaded
by the local postmaster to stand for election as an
Independent, you needed no deposit. My return had been
heralded by the local press and I had got good exposure. 
I appointed the Post master as my election agent and we
planned our strategy from the local pub. That is where all
meaningful activities take place in Ireland. 

On the third night we set off as usual. It was dark and
visibility was poor. An hour into the canvas we knocked on
a door and a man emerged from a house from which there
was very little light. I said I was looking for his vote and
told him what I stood for (although I could barely stand
because of my visit to the pub).He replied “you have my
vote. I will vote for anyone barr that big ba****d who has
returned from Rhodesia.” He obviously had not recognised
me in the dark. I put him down as a No Vote. I received 20
votes which I presumed were my own relations ending my
political career.

In the next edition I will describe how I came to own a pub,
which became famous and which ran out of beer after 3.5
years.
Patrick Aloysius Ryan
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IN THE EARLY DAYS 
Tim Wright's story of Lt Bremner's career concluded.
Bremner left for England on 15 March 1917. Having had
treatment for growths in the nose he returned from leave
in August but, perhaps because of his health, did not
return to the Front. On 9 October 1917 he was appointed
Superintendent of Livingstone Gaol and re-granted the
temporary rank of Captain as OC Depot. On 4 December
he wrote perhaps his last letter to his mother;-

No mails have come in & I have little to report from
here. Have done nothing in particular, a fair amount of
rain about which interferes with most things. I drove to
the river on Sunday to fish, but caught no fish & had to
tear back to escape a storm & attend a funeral. the
Huns still continue to chuck up the sponge in G.E.A.
When the show does finish there will be plenty to do
here - there's quite a lot now. The chap who took over
my Company is now on his way down sick & I hear Col:
Murray is nearly G.I. but stays on up there as he is too
jealous of anyone else taking over.
Really no news
Love to all

The post mark was 'Livingstone N.W.Rhodesia' (the old
NWR postmark was obviously still in use six years after
the unification of NR) and the letter was again forwarded
to Mrs Bremner by the Clydesdale Bank in London this
time on 21 January 1918 to Ballyvolane, Guildown,
Guildford, but on 1 January 1918 accompanied by the
Band Capt Bremner with RSM Mills had led a draft to
Livingstone Railway Station to begin their journey via
Salisbury to German East Africa. Bremner's horse had not
behaved well and as he mounted to return to the Police
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Camp, it ran off before he was properly in the saddle and
collided with a tree near the Police Stores. Captain
Bremner was thrown. He was picked up by Armourer Sgt.
W V L Preston assisted by African police and, according to
a press report, murmured "He's always doing that!". The
injured officer was driven to hospital by Mr S Grill in his
motorcycle and sidecar. He died of an internal
haemorrage without again recovering consciousness. 
Dr G W Ellacombe, Acting Principal Medical Officer found
Bremner had suffered 5 fractured ribs and a fractured
sternum. There was a deep gash under the jaw. He was
buried with full military honours..(see Bulawayo Chronicle
11 Jan 1918). 

On 16 January a telegram of commiseration was sent
from Buckingham Palace to Mr W Bremner at 
10 Courtfield Rd, South Kensington but the family home
soon became 3 Kent Terrace, Torquay.

The Bradfield College Chronicle quoted a brother officer
'presently at home' as writing "He was my 'half section' for
11 years. During all that time I never knew him do an
unkind thing. Our grief will be shared by Northern
Rhodesia as he was universally beloved by everyone and
almost worshipped by his men, I mean our native
soldiers". Capt A C de C Cussans MC NRP late Tpr
No.874 BSAP commissioned in the Barotse Native Police
in 1910, was on leave from 6.11.17 to 6.3.18 and must be
the officer quoted.

On 19 April 1923 the Adjutant, Capt. Wardroper, as Hon.
Sec of the NRP War Memorial Committee; wrote to
William Bremner enclosing three photos of the newly
erected memorial. The relevant photo shows that only
Capt. Bremner, Lts Tarbutt and Daffarn and Volunteer
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Bacon were named together with the African police. This
was obviously rectified later, no doubt at some expense
and the names of Capt. Hornsby, Scout Sergeant-Major
Sell and others included on a replacement bronze panel.
Whether or not there was uncertainty as to whether some
of the wartime officers and European other ranks should
properly be described as NRP, Hornsby was a pre-war
regular officer and it seems inconceivable that his death of
enteric at Lupembe on 12 May 1917 was not known to
anyone at Livingstone in the immediate post-war years. As
a matter of interest it has always struck me that there must
have been quite a lot more than 100 African police (ten of
whom died after the end of hostilities presumably in the
worldwide flu epidemic) war dead, and can only assume
that only those whose bodies we recovered are named, on
the basis that it was not possible to be sure among the
missing whose bones were lying hidden in the Bush and
who had found a new life in a village in Tanganyika. The
smart bronze panels bearing the crested crane badge
must have been stolen some time after 1958 and replaced
by the inscribed stonework seen by those on Z04.
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When Richard Younge and I remarked that one of Capt.
Wardroper's family, Lt Col Mike Wardroper, had attended a
reunion a few years ago, Jonathan Edwardes expressed
amazement as Lt Col. Wardroper was a fellow officer of
the 7th Gurkha Rifles and they remain good friends,
although unaware that they each have an NRP connexion.
Tim Wright

EXTRACTED FROM THE ZAMBIA TRUST'S ZAMBIA
NEWS
Diplomatic Appointments: Among a number of
diplomatic appointments made in February it was
announced that former Deputy Inspector General of 
Police Solomon Jere was appointed designate High
Commissioner to Nigeria and Commissioner of Police
Brenda Muntemba-Sichilemba was appointed High
Commissioner to Kenya.

Rehabilitation of Kariba Dam: Zambia and Zimbabwe
have signed with other partners a multimillion $US
agreement for the rehabilitation of the Kariba Dam.

Choppers for Coppers: The Home Affairs Minister,
Davies Mwila, has said that the government is in the
process of ordering 3 helicopters for the police service.
Speaking at the Zambia Police Superior Officers' annual
ball, Mr Mwila said the Government wanted to improve the
operations of the Police Service through the acquisition of
high-tech security machinery. He also reaffirmed the
Government's commitment to improving police welfare
and their conditions of service through the construction of
new housing and the rehabilitation of existing police
infrastructure. The Government will also recruit 1,500
police officers this year to address the shortage of
manpower.
30



Zambia and Zimbabwe launch joint visa: Tourism
Minister,Jean Kapata, announced at the Berlin ITB tourism
fair that the two governments had recognised the the
benefits of having a common visa for easing the
movement of tourists between the countries. The visa is
valid for 30 days as long as the holder remains in the two
countries.
One million tourists are anticipated this year with the
removal of the requirement for yellow fever certification 
for visitors arriving via South Africa. There is soon to be
introduced an on-line visa application system in the
country. 

Lungu collapses, seeks treatment in SA: President
Lungu collapsed while attending the International
Women's day celebrations in Lusaka. Initially diagnosed
as malaria it was later found to be a recurrence of acalasia
a condition that he has had for some years. He underwent
surgery in South Africa and returned to work. 

Zambia claims Silver in Scrabble Challenge: The
Zambia Scrabble Team won Silver at the East, Central
and Southern African Challenge held in Kampala at
Easter. Gold was taken by Kenya with Uganda the bronze.

Former Police Commissioner to stand trial: Former
Copperbelt police commissioner, Mary Tembo, has been
found with a case to answer in a matter where she is
charged with two counts of abuse of authority of office. It
is alleged that in 2012 she asked Grizzly Mining Limited, a
private company, to fix her Toyota Cressida car, her
personal vehicle, and that in 2013 she obtained a Toyota
Corolla from Grizzly mining which she registered in her
own name thereby obtaining benefits for herself.
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8 Provinces hit by Power Cuts: Zambia was plunged
into countrywide power outage during the week
commencing 26 April which affected 8 provinces. It was
caused by by a disturbance in the power system that
affected supply from the Kafue Gorge. Only Southern and
Western provinces were unaffected by the blackout as
their supply came from the Victoria Falls power station.
Three miners at KCM's Konkola Deeps in Cililabombwe
were trapped underground but were rescued safely. The
blackout was thought to have been caused by a fault at
Kitwe substation causing widespread disruption to mines
and hospitals.

Zambia sends troops to CAR: Zambia has sent 700
troops on a one year UN peace keeping mission to 
war-torn Central African Republic. The CAR has been
rocked by religious violence which has killed thousands 
of people and the country is scheduled to hold elections 
in July. 

And a final thought...
A belated Many Happy Returns: Congratulations to
Kenneth Kaunda who has reached his 91st birthday. 
He apparently celebrated with the Chinese Ambassador –
How times change! 
Your editor served with Ken Boyer and with Rusty Damp
as his protection officer several times on his visits to the
Copperbelt as Prime Minister and President in waiting. 

The Final Date for Material for NKHWAZI No. 92 
is 30th November 2015
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NRPA COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND MAIN TASKS

Chairman - John Hambly
Tel: 01252 727405 janicehamblygu984@hotmail.com

Vice Chairman - Tim Wright
Tel: 01252 621056 t.b.wright@btinternet.com

Secretary - Chris Lyon
Tel: 01604 753925 chrisinyanga@btinternet.com
Correspondence, membership, meeting records, address changes

Treasurer - Jerry Miller
Tel: 01277 821408 seajem@btinternet.com

Christmas Reunions - Russ Whatley
Tel: 01252 843588 russwhatley@btinternet.com

Nkhwazi Editor - Malcolm (Maf) Flower-Smith
Tel: 01460 249227 maf@flowersmith.freeserve.co.uk

South Africa Liaison - Frank Bartlett
Tel: +11 315 9954 barts@mweb.co.za

For full addresses of any of the above please refer to the GB/SA  
Address List

DATES FOR THE DIARY

The Christmas Reunion at New Scotland Yard - Friday 4th December 2015

QM STORES
Here is the list of items currently available from Jerry Miller, our
Treasurer:
Silk Crested tie £17.50 
Polyester crested tie £8.00
Polyester striped tie (in Force colours) £7.50
Baseball caps £8.00
Cuff links (pair) £10.00
Cravats (in Force colours) £8.00
Bow ties (in Force colours – self tie) £7.00
Bow ties (in Force colours – ready tied) £6.50
Cummerbund in Force colours £9.00
Polo Shirts , navy or white with NRPA crest £14.00
(specify size and colour required).
These items will be available at reunions. If required by post please
add £2.
The following items are made to order:
Blazer badges £17.50 
Sweatshirts (NRPA crest on left breast) £22.50 
(specify size and colour required).

Note re post: The price for the sweatshirt includes p&p. For all
other items, please add £2.00 for p&p.

While stocks last, Tim Wright's History of the Northern Rhodesia
Police is available at £12.50 a copy plus £2.50 p&p.  

The new NRPA coffin pall is available on loan for a member's funeral
from Chris Lyon. A returnable deposit of £50 is required to secure
the loan.

The Final Date for Material for NKHWAZI No. 92
is 30th November 2015
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NKHWAZI
VISITING SOUTHERN AFRICA?

Let Chris Maltby help in planning your itinerary. 
He can book your flights, hotels and car hire.

Chris has considerable local and personal
knowledge allowing him to give you the best of both
worlds - planning, convenience and most
importantly, cost saving, using routes and
accommodation known to him and which are
recommended.

Did you know that air fares booked from 
South Africa are cheaper than those booked in 
the UK?
Whilst South African hotels that offer a two tier
pricing system favour South African reservations.

Chris’s services are free
Best to email him at:

awaytotravel@imaginet.co.za
or 

FAX: 0027 22 77 21216
or

Tel (all hours): 0027 83 676 1313

NORTHERN RHODESIA
POLICE ASSOCIATION
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