
CHAPTER 17

The last year of the Northern Rhodesia Police opened with Mr E H Halse OBE KPM 
as Commissioner and Mr J C Day QPM CPM as Deputy Commissioner.  Other senior 
posts were held as follows:-

Senior Assistant Commissioner (Headquarters) - Mr L A Hicks QPM CPM
S e n i o r A s s i s t a n t C o m m i s s i o n e r ( W e s t e r n D i v i s i o n ) - M r F A                                                                 
Roberts
Assistant Commissioner (Staff)          - Mr D J Forde CPM
Assistant Commissioner (Special Branch) - Mr E Leighton OBE
Assistant Commissioner (Special Duties) - Col H B Perkins OBE
Assistant Commissioner (Crime)          - Mr D M Brockwell QPM CPM
Assistant Commissioner (Administration) - Mr S A Neal CPM
Assistant Commissioner (Western Division)-Mr R J Read CPM

Officers Commanding:
Lusaka Division   - Mr B G O'Leary CPM, Senior Superintendent
Training School   - Mr J T Edwards, Senior Superintendent
Mobile Unit       - Mr J F P Fitzgerald,CPM, Senior Superintendent
Southern Division - Mr J B Seed, Senior Superintendent
Northern Division - Mr R S Monteith, Senior Superintendent
Central Division  - Mr R A Ockwell, Senior Superintendent
Eastern Division  - Mr H Taylor, Superintendent
Luapula Division  - Mr B G Coase, Superintendent
North-Western Division-Mr F D R Gray, Assistant Superintendent.
 
Derek Gray with 11 subordinate police officers and 66 other ranks, was responsible 
for policing an area of 48,500 square miles, some six times the size of Wales, with a 
population density of just over three persons to a square mile.

There were to be many changes before the year was halfway through.  On 6 January 
1964 a scheme of retirement benefits for members of Her Majesty's Overseas Civil 
Service and other designated officers, was issued to take effect from 1 May.  This 
enabled any of these officers to retire on giving six months notice at any time.  No 
officer who gave notice within a month of 1 May was to be required to remain in 
Northern Rhodesia after independence.  Those retiring before the age of 55 were to 
receive pensions calculated in the normal way at 1/600 of their final annual salary for 
each completed month of service, together with lump sum compensation on a sliding 
scale starting at 0.16 of annual salary for a 21 year old with three years service, and 
rising to a maximum of 4.32 for a 41 year old with ten or more years service, before 
descending again.  A 54 year old officer with only three years qualifying service was 
to receive a gratuity of only 0.15 of his salary, but with ten or more years service he 
received the equivalent of half his annual salary.



Those retiring voluntarily or continuing to serve were to receive their lump sum 
compensation in up to six instalments.  The first was to be paid on 1 May 1964 and 
was to be one sixth of the total due or £1,000, whichever was the greater,  for those 
who qualified for more than £1,000.  Those whose age and service qualified for 
£1,000 or less received the full sum.  Interest was payable on outstanding balances.  
For those who continued to serve beyond 1 May 1964, compensation was to be 
recalculated each year, or at the date of retirement to take into account increases in 
age, length of service and salary, so long as to do so was to the officer's advantage.  
Those accepting promotion after 1 May 1964 were to be required to give an 
undertaking to serve for at least two years in the new rank.

Officers could be required to retire to facilitate the introduction of constitutional 
changes or to make way for the promotion of local officers.  In these cases the full 
amount of compensation was payable in one lump sum.1

Annual salaries for officers serving on Overseas Aid Scheme terms were now :
Assistant Inspector Grade I : £  945 rising to £1,200 over five years,
Inspector and Senior Inspector : £1,200 rising to £1,600 over seven years,
Chief Inspector : £1,645 rising to £1,780 after two years,
Assistant Superintendent : £1,780 rising to £1,995 over three years,
Superintendent : £2,065 rising to £2,275 over three years,
Senior Superintendent : £2,345 rising to £2,600 over four years,
Assistant Commissioner : £2,655,
Senior Assistant Commissioner : £2,770,
Deputy Commissioner : £3,005,
Commissioner : £3,235.

Even before the General Election it was announced that Northern Rhodesia would be 
granted independence as Zambia on 24 October.  It was not known for certain until 
the middle of the year that the new state would be a republic, albeit remaining in the 
Commonwealth.  24 October 1964 was the sixth anniversary of the formation of the 
Zambia African National Congress.  

The General Election on 20 and 21 January 1964 meant long hours of duty for all 
members of the Northern Rhodesia Police.  The United National Independence Party 
secured 55 of the 75 seats in the new assembly.  Kenneth Kaunda thereby became 
Northern Rhodesia's first and only Prime Minister.  Simon Kapwepwe became 
Minister for Home Affairs, but the Chief Secretary remained responsible for the 
Northern Rhodesia Police.

From May 1964 Superior Police Officers were retired in significant numbers, starting 
with assistant superintendents, to facilitate the rapid promotion of Africans.  Records 
had been reviewed and entries expurgated which might handicap the careers in 
Zambia of officers who had given good and faithful service to the Crown.  77 SPOs 
and 339 spo's left during the year.  Eric Halse, the Commissioner and Julian Day, his 
deputy retired.  Mr L A Hicks succeeded as the last Commissioner of the Northern 



Rhodesia Police.  Lawson Hicks had joined the Force in 1939 after two years as a 
constable in the London Metropolitan Police.  He was to be the first Commissioner of 
the Zambia Police.

The last months of the Northern Rhodesia Police were darkened by the bloodiest 
internal disturbance in its history, directed not against the Crown nor the white settler 
community, but against the new African regime.  The growth of United National 
Independence Party influence and intolerance had made a clash of some kind with 
Alice Lenshina's Lumpa Church virtually inevitable.  UNIP agitators intimidated 
Lumpas as they did any other African found not carrying a party card.  They could 
not, or would not, understand the church's desire to stay aloof from politics.  In some 
villages Lumpa churches were burnt.  A mood of desperation overtook the church 
people who saw themselves as likely to receive even worse treatment when colonial 
rule ended.  As intimidation, assaults, and even murders of church members 
increased, they concentrated more in their own villages and built stockades for their 
protection.

Between June 1963 and July 1964 fourteen Lumpas had been murdered by UNIP 
supporters, while 28 of their churches and 121 of their houses had been burnt.  66 
Lumpas had been assaulted, 22 of them seriously.  In the same period Lenshina's 
followers had responded by killing seven UNIP members and were responsible for 
ten assaults and the burning of two houses.

In October 1963 a serious fight had occurred in the Luangwa Valley in which six 
people were killed and thirty-two wounded.  Towards the end of that year the newly 
established Chinsali Rural Council, which replaced the Native Authority, resolved that 
the unauthorised Lumpa villages should be destroyed.   In mid-December there was 
a widespread outbreak of violence, resulting in ten deaths and nearly 100 wounded.  
Prompt police action contained the situation.  On Christmas Eve information reached 
the new police station at Lundazi of an impending attack on a nearby Lumpa 
settlement.  The police went out and spent Christmas at the village to guarantee its 
safety.  Kenneth Kaunda and Alexander Grey Zulu, Minister for Native Affairs, visited 
Chinsali and prevailed on Alice Lenshina to instruct her followers to return to their 
proper villages by 18 January 1964.  Peace was temporarily restored, but the 
Lumpas were too wary to leave their stockades.  Suspicion and fear remained 
undissipated.
  
According to the report of the Commission of Inquiry into the former Lumpa Church, 
the major disturbances were sparked off by a trivial incident at Kasanta Village in 
Chief Mubanga's area of the Chinsali District on 25 June 1964.  An adult UNIP 
member rebuked a young Lumpa relative for not attending school and struck him.  
The boy reported the incident to fellow church-people at Kameko Village in the same 
area.  Fifteen or sixteen Lumpas seized sticks and spears and attacked Kasanta, 
burning houses and injuring residents.

On 26 June a sergeant and three constables arrived at Kasanta in the course of a 



patrol.  They went on to Kameko where they made 13 arrests.  On the way to 
Mubanga's court they met a passing vehicle which took eight prisoners and three 
police on to Chinsali.  There was no room for the others who were  left with one 
constable at Mubanga's.    A large number of Lumpas then appeared at Mubanga's 
Village and compelled the release of the prisoners there.  When this news reached 
Chinsali, Senior Inspector Les Ellis, the Officer in Charge, Detective Inspector D 
Hopwood, assistant inspectors W E Lester and P Shimulopwe and ten police other 
ranks went to Kameko Village.  They were met by a few armed men who, when 
ordered to put down their spears, attacked the police, forcing them to open fire in self 
defence.  A cry of "Jericho" went up and 200 Lumpas gathered and charged the 
police with spears, axes and machetes etc.  Senior Inspector Ellis and one constable 
received minor spear wounds as the police withdrew leaving five Lumpas dead and 
the same number wounded.2

During the next two weeks police reinforcements arrived in the area, which was 
visited by the Commissioner of Police and other senior officers.  Extensive patrolling 
was carried out and contact was made with the deacons of the church in an effort to 
persuade offenders to give themselves up.  Police visited Lumpa villages, including 
Kameko, and prisoners and weapons were surrendered.  However tension remained 
and threats were exchanged between UNIP supporters and Lumpa churchmen.

On 9 July 1964 the Central Security Council met in Lusaka.  The Prime Minister, 
Kaunda, was confident that his party's supporters in the registered villages could be 
persuaded to receive the Lumpas back to live among them without animosity.  The 
Council concluded that it was almost inevitable that recourse to some emergency 
measures would be required, but resolved that a further attempt should be made to 
persuade Lenshina's followers to return to their villages of origin and abandon their 
unauthorised settlements.

On 13 July Kenneth Kaunda visited Chinsali.  He addressed separate meetings of 
UNIP officials and Lumpa Church deacons.  The Prime Minister instructed the 
Lumpas that they must return to their official villages and called upon both sides to 
resume friendly relations.  Alice Lenshina attended the meeting with Kaunda against 
her will and maintained that the unsatisfactory situation was entirely the fault of his 
party followers.  Police patrols accompanied delegations sent round the Lumpa 
settlements to persuade them to abandon them, but the net result was increased 
concentrations of Lumpas who continued to strengthen their defences.  They now 
identified the police with Government, and therefore UNIP, policy, and treated patrols 
as enemies at whose approach they went into hiding.

At 0820 hours on 24 July twenty men of C4 Platoon of the Northern Rhodesia Police 
Mobile Unit under Assistant Inspector Derek Smith, left Chinsali on a routine patrol to 
Mpundu, a Lumpa village, some sixty-five miles to the South.  En route they met two 
district messengers and a kapasu who reported that they had been chased away 
from another Lenshina settlement, Chapaula, four miles off the Great North Road 
about 23 miles north of Chinsali.  The police patrol was diverted to Chapaula.



Leaving their vehicles on the road, the police approached the village on foot, as the 
track was not motorable.  On the way they met a man carrying a stick to which was 
attached a bicycle chain to make a flail-like weapon.  On seeing the police he fled.  
When the police came in sight of the village which was surrounded by a stockade, a 
woman was seen running away.  All was quiet.  The village appeared deserted,  
Leaving the rest of his party twenty yards from the entrance, Smith went forward with 
one man, Constable Mpapa.  As they passed through the gateway Smith was 
wounded in the back by a spear thrown by a man hidden just outside the gate.  With 
the spear still lodged in his back, Smith caught his assailant.  A shout of "Jericho" 
was then heard and a large crowd of people, armed with spears, sticks and pangas, 
charged.  A woman attacked Mpapa who struck her down with his rifle butt.  He was 
about four yards from Smith who called for help.  Mpapa opened fire at those 
attacking his officer, who reeled back through the gateway, firing his revolver, and 
collapsed after covering ten yards.  His assailants followed shouting "Hallelujah" and 
speared the assistant inspector repeatedly as he lay on the ground.  Mpapa fought 
his way back to the main body of the patrol, which retired fighting to its vehicles, 
leaving Constable Chansa dead, but bringing away Driver Constable Kabiba, 
seriously injured and Constable Mayengo also wounded.   

Two platoons of the Mobile Unit were sent to Chapaula and recovered Chansa's 
body, which had been mutilated.  Strong opposition was encountered and it was 
decided not to attempt to storm the village.  The report of the Commission of Inquiry 
states that "owing to recent events the morale of the African police had reached a low 
ebb".  It will be born in mind that they had already lost many of their more 
experienced and trusted officers and well knew that many more were about to go. 
They found themselves carrying out the dictates of a government formed from those 
who had until recently been regarded as the organisers of disorder and revolt.  They 
knew that the Lumpa Church people had been the victims of intimidation and 
provocation.  Neither the African police nor their remaining European officers relished 
the task of suppression.

Trouble became widespread.  Three UNIP villages in the Siachepe area were 
attacked by Lenshina's adherents.  Four people were killed and two wounded.  
Patrols to Lumpa settlements found the occupants truculent and defiant.

Further reinforcements were despatched to the Chinsali District.  Mr J D O Bird MBE, 
who had distinguished himself in the disturbances in Northern Province in 1961 and 
was now an assistant commissioner of police, was placed in charge of operations.  
On 25 July three platoons of the Mobile Unit went to Chapaula.  The villagers opened 
fire and attacked with great ferocity.  The police fired in reply.  Two other ranks 
received flesh wounds and Assistant Inspector Peter Standaloft was speared in the 
back during the action in which fourteen Lumpas were killed and fifteen wounded 
including a woman and child.  The women appeared to have a complete disregard for 
bullets and exhorted their men-folk to greater efforts throughout the encounter which 
lasted about one and a half hours.  Prior to and during the action the District 



Commissioner, Mr Hannah, appealed unsuccessfully to the villagers through a loud-
haler to lay down their arms and give themselves up.    

The body of Assistant Inspector Smith was found about 150 yards from the village, 
near a river.  A number of muzzle-loaders, bows and arrows, spears, axes and 
machetes were seized by the police, who also recovered firearms lost by their 
comrades on 24 July. 

On 26 July 1964 a police patrol went to a Lumpa settlement known as Musanya, 
finding burnt houses en route and the body of a murdered man.  Large numbers of 
refugees from the disrupted areas began to accumulate at government and mission 
stations.

The Central Security Committee met again and decided to send three more platoons 
of the Northern Rhodesia Police Mobile Unit to the Chinsali District, together with 
both battalions of the Northern Rhodesia Regiment.  The provisions of Stage 1 of the 
Preservation of Public Security Regulations were applied to the whole of the Northern 
Province and the Lundazi District of Eastern Province, where Lenshina's influence 
was also strong. 

On 27 July four platoons of the Mobile Unit were despatched to the Chilonga area 
east of Mulanga Mission.  On the way a number of bridges were found to have been 
damaged and were repaired as the convoy went on.  At one such halt the two leading 
landrovers were ambushed.  Inspector Peter Jordan was killed and Inspector 
Hopwood seriously wounded as they debussed.  The attackers, about a hundred 
strong, came on with a complete disregard for their own safety and only drew off after 
five of their number had been killed. 

The headquarters of the Lumpa sect were at Sione, where a large church had been 
built.  Alice Lenshina and a number of prominent deacons were believed to be there.  
On 29 July the Army arrived at Chinsali.  The Governor and Prime Minister flew up to 
attend a meeting of the Northern Province Operational Committee.  It was decided to 
take firm action to prevent further outrages by the Lumpas and retaliation by UNIP 
supporters or others.  Sione was to be occupied in overwhelming force, if possible 
without violence, and the church leaders arrested.  The 1st Battalion of The Northern 
Rhodesia Regiment was to be the Government's main instrument for this purpose.

At 0830 hours on 30 July, the battalion accompanied by police arrived outside Sione 
Village, which was surrounded by a strong stockade.  The District Commissioner, 
using a loudhailer, called on the inhabitants to lay down their arms and surrender.  
Immediately there was an attack on the security forces who had to open fire.  There 
was an exchange of fire for about thirty minutes, during which the troops advanced 
towards the village.  They were then halted while the District Commissioner made a 
further appeal.  This was ignored.  The troops resumed their advance slowly towards 
the church which was the central feature of the village.  As they moved forward they 
were attacked with frenzied fanaticism on both flanks, with spears, arrows and 



assorted firearms.  The soldiers replied with automatic weapons. The opposition 
gradually weakened and the troops burst into the village.  Here fierce resistance 
again erupted from men, women and children, gathered round the church.  The 
church itself was full of women and children.  When the police entered to clear it with 
tearsmoke, they were attacked by screaming women and had to use firearms, 
including Sterling sub-machine guns to protect themselves.

By 1530 hours all resistance had ceased.  Fifty-nine male and seven female Lumpas 
were dead and 110 wounded.  After receiving first aid all the wounded were taken to 
Chinsali Hospital, as were the government casualties, Inspector David Marnham and 
five African soldiers, one of whom later died of his wounds.  The weapons seized, 
which included firearms, filled a five ton truck.

On the same day 2nd Battalion The Northern Rhodesia Regiment occupied Chilonga 
which was found to be deserted.  This battalion had come into being at Lusaka on 1st 
January 1964 by the conversion of 2nd King's African Rifles.  The unit still had a 
strong cadre of Nyasalanders to which Northern Rhodesian recruits, many from the 
UNIP Youth Brigade, had been added.

On 31 July 1964 the police at Lundazi, some 150 miles south-east of Chinsali, 
received a report of a minor incident at Chikwa's village, the scene of lawlessness in 
1963.  Investigations commenced.  There were also reports of disturbance in the 
Mpika District 120 miles south of Chinsali.

On 31 July and 1 and 2 August military and police patrols were active in all areas 
where there was evidence of Lumpa activity, searching for Alice Lenshina, who had 
not been found at Sione, and identifying strongholds where fugitives from previous 
actions were assembling.  Leaflets were dropped from aircraft exhorting the church 
people to lay down their arms and return to their proper villages.

At approximately 0200 hours on 3 August a gang of about 200 Lenshina followers 
made a surprise attack on the tiny police station and camp at Lundazi, whose staff 
had given up their Christmas to protect a Lumpa settlement.  The station, with only 
one man on night duty in the office was soon overrun and ten rifles, two Greener 
shotguns with 75 cartridges, a Sterling sub-machine gun with 4 full magazines and a 
riot gun stolen from the armoury.  In the police camp a driver constable, three wives 
of policemen and three children were slaughtered.  A Sergeant with Lumpa relatives 
was taken as a hostage. 

Inspector Paul Gillies, still Officer in Charge, rallied five constables and obtained six 
shotguns and ammunition from Indian traders.  At about 0330 hours he led his men 
towards the Government Offices to which the raiders had now turned their attention.  
Both the District Commissioner and District Officer were away.  As soon as they saw 
the police, the Lumpas charged.  Vastly outnumbered and with no advantage in 
firepower, Gillies and his men were compelled to withdraw into the Asian trading 
area, while the mob continued to rampage round the township, killing people and 



destroying buildings.  At first light, having gathered a few reinforcements, Inspector 
Gillies again advanced on the Boma.  It was deserted.  The raiders had left Lundazi.  
The police commenced patrolling the township, finding that, in addition to their own 
casualties, two Asian men and one woman, and four African men and three women, 
had been killed and twenty people injured.

At 0630 hours Gillies was able to contact Fort Jameson to request reinforcements 
which arrived at 1015.  At 0715 news of the attack on Lundazi was received at 
Chinsali.  Two companies of 1st Northern Rhodesia Regiment were despatched by 
air to Lundazi where they commenced landing at 1030 hours.  During the morning 
reports came in of other atrocities in the Lundazi area bringing the death toll to 50.  
Chief Chikwa was among the dead, together with a district messenger and nine 
others at his village, where the Lumpas had found firearms.  That evening the 
remaining two companies of 1 NRR were sent by road to the Lundazi District, 
permission to use the Nakonde-Fort Hill road having been given by the Government 
of Malawi.

Information indicated that the attack on Lundazi had been mounted from Chipoma, a 
fortified settlement a few miles to the North.  At 1230 hours on 4 August two 
companies of troops and a detachment of police approached the stockade.  The 
District Commissioner called upon those inside to surrender.  As the force advanced 
it was attacked on both flanks and in the centre.  Fire was opened and the troops 
fought their way into the village, which was eventually cleared.  In this action 81 
Lumpas were killed, 43 wounded and 11 arrested.  The ten rifles and the Sterling 
stolen from Lundazi Police Station were recovered.

On 5 August a report was received that Lenshina's followers had attacked Magodi's 
village, twenty miles north of Lundazi.  Air reconnaissance showed a number of burnt 
villages.  Patrolling was commenced to restore confidence and Chikwa's village, east 
of the Luangwa, was visited.

Meanwhile back in the Chinsali District 2 NRR and police had taken a settlement at 
Chasosa on 4 August.  They were ambushed about 100 yards short of the stockade 
and suffered six minor casualties.  Seven male and eight female attackers were killed 
and five wounded.  A number of arrests were made.  

On 6 August it was established that the people of Chikwa Village had fled to the west 
side of the Luangwa River.  Gangs of Lenshina's supporters were still roving the 
area.  Kambombo Village, 90 miles north of Lundazi was reported occupied by 
Lumpa forces and barricaded.  A spotter plane was fired on over the village.

At Pikamalesa Village 17 people had been killed by Lenshina's followers on 3 August 
and 50 abducted, although some of these had since managed to escape.  Armed 
bands of Lumpas from Chipoma were still active and terrorising the area.  Unarmed 
Lumpas were being roughly handled when found by non-churchmen.



Paishiku, 90 miles north of Lundazi, was a known Lumpa stronghold.  The Provincial 
Operations Committee had planned to clear it on 6 August.  This operation was 
postponed on instructions from Lusaka.  Clearance having been obtained the 
operation against Paishiku was finally mounted on 9 August.  Paishiku was found to 
have been destroyed.  The mutilated bodies of eleven men, eleven women and nine 
children were found in the ruins.  A handful of survivors came forward and it was 
learnt that UNIP supporters from neighbouring villages had made their own attack on 
7 August.  Fifteen other bodies were found which were thought to be those of 
members of the attacking force.

On 10 August troops of 2 NRR and elements of the police Mobile Unit moved against 
a fortified Lumpa settlement at Chaba in the Mpika District.  As they approached 
three men fired at the security forces with muzzleloaders and escaped into the thick 
bush.  A little further on fire was opened from the front and left flank by up to 18 men 
with firearms, inflicting several casualties on the troops.  A hundred yards from the 
stockade the force halted as the District Commissioner attempted to address the 
villagers through a loud-hailer.  This attempt was frustrated by continued firing.  After 
a 15 minute firefight, many of the men fled from the village into the bush and 145 
persons, mainly women and children, responded to the continued appeals to give 
themselves up.  55 Lumpas had been killed and 28 wounded.  Of the security forces 
3 officers (2 superficially), and 4 other ranks (2 of whom later died of their injuries) 
were wounded.  Nine muzzleloaders, a quantity of gunpowder and a number of 
bows, arrows and spears were found.

On 11 August Alice Lenshina surrendered herself in the Kasama District and was 
flown to Ndola.  The following day, with her husband and two children the priestess 
was flown to Mumbwa where she was to remain in detention and later under 
restriction until December 1975 when she was moved to Chilenje, a suburb of 
Lusaka, where she died on 7 December 1978.3

On 13 August 1964 her supporters made an attack on Chikanda Matipa Village in the 
Isoka District, killing two people and seriously injuring two more.  Leaflets were now 
dropped with a message from Alice Lenshina, calling on her people to lay down their 
arms and give themselves up.  On 16 August one company of 2 NRR  and half a 
platoon of the Mobile Unit went to Chikanda Matipa with the District Commissioner.  
En route they encountered an armed band of Lumpas.  After a warning by the DC 
eight men surrendered.

The major operations described, patrols in other areas, and the leaflets with Alice 
Lenshina's message, gradually caused the Lumpas to abandon the struggle and give 
themselves up.  Reports of hut burnings and disturbances declined, although on 18 
August it was confirmed that Lumpa deacons at Chiwala Village, Chinsali, had fired 
on their own congregation, wounding eleven, because the people had shown 
insufficient keenness in fighting the security forces.

United National Independence Party supporters and ordinary villagers were alarmed 



at the return of Lumpa church people to live among them.  Some Lumpas who had 
returned to their proper villages therefore moved out again.  Numbers of Lenshina's 
disciples remained in hiding in the bush for fear of reprisals.  There were reports of 
the formation of new gangs for offensive action or merely to steal food to survive. 

Villagers in Chief Kambompo's area of Lundazi District adopted a very antagonistic 
attitude towards Lenshina's followers and threatened to kill any strangers they 
encountered.  Lumpas in hiding to the West of the Luangwa River raided villages on 
the East Bank for food.  On 21 August 1964, following reports that abandoned Lumpa 
settlements were being re-occupied, regulations were made authorising their 
destruction.

On 22 August troops in the Chinsali District found a large Lumpa camp which showed 
signs of having been hastily vacated.  Thirty-two axes, two muzzleloaders and two 
bows were found and destroyed.  Isolated bands of Lumpas surrendered to security 
forces.

On 31 August Lumpas made a night raid for food on a village in Chief Chikwa's area 
and reconnaissance aircraft spotted a large gang on the west side of the Luangwa 
near the Lundi River.  Generally however, the situation was so improved that 2 NRR 
returned to Lusaka while the 1st Battalion redeployed with HQ and the main body at 
Chinsali and one company remaining in the Chikwa area of Lundazi District.

At about 1600 hours on 2 September three platoons of C Company 1 NRR were 
patrolling along the Luangwa, west of Chikwa when, one of them came across a 
stockaded settlement.  The occupants were urged to surrender.  Instead they opened 
fire, killing two soldiers.  The platoon returned fire whereupon the Lumpas placed 
their women and children to the front and invited the troops to carry on shooting.  The 
soldiers were not prepared to kill women and children and withdrew as darkness 
approached.  B Company of the battalion was flown from Chinsali as reinforcements.

The next day a message was dropped from the air, again calling on those in the 
village to surrender.  On 4 September the two companies of troops, a platoon of the 
police Mobile Unit and teams of Special Branch and CID crossed to the West Bank of 
the Luangwa and established a base.  A second Mobile Unit platoon remained at 
Chikwa.  The scene of the action was visited and three deserted encampments 
found.  Escaped hostages reported that the Lumpas had no intention of surrendering 
and had been preparing for a raid on Chipamba Village, east of the river, when the 
troops arrived.  The graves of four men and one young girl were found.  Among the 
dead were one Chibanga, said to be the leader of the rebels, and Jacobi Lungu, a 
former Army corporal, who was said to have killed the two soldiers.

Information was received that the Lumpas would move north to regroup.  Troops and 
police patrolled on both sides of the Luangwa but no contact was made, although, on 
7 September a gang of about 100 was sighted from the air heading west to the 
escarpment and the Lundi River.



Between 20 and 26 September 559 Lumpas surrendered in the Chinsali District.  
Intelligence indicated that not more than 100 were still at large in this district.  On 7 
October information was received that a number of UNIP supporters had visited the 
Lumpa settlement at Chipepela in the northern part of the district to encourage the 
church people to return to Musanya Village.  The male Lumpas fled into the bush 
leaving about thirty women and children who were removed to Musanya.  On the 
following day UNIP men went to a settlement at Mutwalo for the same purpose.  They 
were attacked by about twenty Lumpas armed with spears and axes.  One UNIP man 
was killed and two injured.  A Mobile Unit platoon and a CID team were sent to 
investigate this incident.

2 NRR had relieved the 1st Battalion on 14 September.  On the afternoon of 10 
October a platoon of 2 NRR located a Lumpa hideout west of the Luangwa.  The 
occupants, about 150 persons, were instructed to assemble in one spot and 
surrender.  A party broke away, trapped a soldier and speared him to death.  Fighting 
then became general.  Sixty Lumpas were killed, 28 wounded and a further 95 taken 
prisoner.

On 15 October 1964 the situation in the Chinsali and Lundazi districts was reviewed 
in the light of police and military commitments for the independence celebrations on 
24 October.  Although things had much improved there were still gangs at large.  It 
was decided to leave two platoons of the police Mobile Unit and the greater part of a 
company of 1 NRR in the Northern Province and one platoon of Mobile Unit and a 
company of 2 NRR in the Lundazi District.

The total police casualties during the disturbances had been 4 killed and 7 wounded.  
The Army suffered 6 killed and 9 wounded.  A total of 472 Lumpas were killed and 
251 wounded by the security forces.  The Commission of Inquiry found that 185 
civilians had been killed by the rebels and 128 wounded while other civilians had 
killed 46 Lumpas and wounded three.

While mopping up operations were in progress in Northern Province and Lundazi 
District, preparations were being made all over Northern Rhodesia for the 
independence celebrations.  Plans were made for traffic and crowd control.  The 
main ceremony was to be at Lusaka Showground on the night of 23 October, but 
every town and village was to celebrate in its own way.

Official delegations from sixty-four countries travelled to Lusaka for the occasion 
together with representatives of the United Nations Organisation, the Organisation for 
African Unity and other bodies.  The Lusaka Division of the NRP was strongly 
reinforced by permanent staff and recruits from the Police Training School and by the 
Northern Rhodesia Police Reserve.

The Princess Royal, the daughter of King George V4, was sent out to represent the 
Queen and hand over the Constitutional Instruments for the Republic of Zambia.  A 



mounted escort was provided for her by the Northern Rhodesia Police and its 
reserve.  Mr J F P Fitzgerald, now an Assistant Commissioner of Police, commanded 
the escort, but riding as his lieutenant was Major G W "Squire" Beeston Bancroft, late 
Indian Army, Divisional Commandant, Northern Rhodesia Police Reserve, Lusaka.  
Beeston-Bancroft had served in France with the Indian Cavalry Corps in 1914-18 and 
it was fitting that the  Princess should have such a contemporary from the Imperial 
past in her escort.

Just before midnight on 23 October 1964 the massed bands of the Northern 
Rhodesia Police and Regiment played "God Save the Queen".  The lights were 
dimmed at the Independence Stadium and the Union Flag was slowly lowered.

At the stroke of midnight the Northern Rhodesia Police passed into history and its 
remaining members became the Zambia Police.

NOTES CHAPTER 17
1.NR Establishment Circular No.B166 6.1.64 "Scheme of Retirement Benefits for 
Members of H.M.O.C.S. and for Officers Designated under the Overseas Service 
(Northern Rhodesia) Agreement 1961
2."Report of the Commission of Inquiry into the Lumpa Disturbances" Lusaka 1964 
on which most of the account of the disturbances is based.  Some detail of the events 
at Chapaula on 24 July 1964 are from a later to the author from Tim McCoy dated 20 
Dec 2001
3."A Time to Mourn" John Hudson, Bookworld Publishers, Lusaka, ISBN 
9982-24-012-9
4.Princess Victoria Alexandra Alice MARY b25.4.97 m28.2.22  Vsct Lascelles ltr Earl 
of Harewood
 


