
CHAPTER 2

"In the early part of last year Her Majesty's Government extended the field of the 
Company's operations, so as to include the whole of the British sphere immediately 
North of the Zambezi, except Nyasaland.  At the same time Mr H H Johnston CB, 
was appointed as Imperial Commissioner of Nyasaland and was permitted by Her 
Majesty's Government to act as Administrator of the Company's sphere of operations 
North of the Zambezi.  The expense of administration through the entire sphere is 
defrayed by the Company and involves an expenditure of £10,000 per annum, which 
expenditure is at present almost entirely confined to Her Majesty's Protectorate of 
Nyasaland.  Mr Johnston proceeded to Nyasaland in March 1891 and has taken up 
residence at Zomba in the Shire Highlands.  Under his able administration great 
progress has been made.  He has raised and equipped an Indian Police Force, has 
established regular postal services, and is inaugurating a scheme for the 
development of the resources of the territories under his administration from which a 
steadily increasing revenue is already accruing." - so ran the British South Africa 
Company's report to its shareholders of 1892.1

The "Indian Police Force" consisted of 49 Mazbi Sikh sepoys of the 23rd and 32nd 
(Punjab) Pioneers and 22 Mohammedan sowars from the cavalry of the Hyderabad 
Contingent of the Indian Army2.  Since there was no question of the cavalrymen 
bringing their horses they were presumably selected because they were known to 
Harry Johnston's deputy, Captain C M Maguire, 2nd Hyderabad Lancers, who had 
gone back to India to find suitable volunteers.  Maguire was killed on 15th December 
1891 on the shore of Lake Nyasa in a battle with the slaver Makanjira.3

These 70 Indian troops and 150 Zanzibaris who supported them, are often referred to 
as the cadre from which grew the Northern Rhodesia Police.  It must not be forgotten 
that despite the subsidy from the British South Africa Company, and the 
blandishments of Cecil Rhodes, it was with Nyasaland, British Central Africa, that 
Johnston was almost exclusively concerned, and on the pacification and 
development of which he concentrated the bulk of his resources in men and money.  
The main purpose and achievement of these Indian soldiers was to provide a 
necessary stiffening to the levies which grew to become, in 1897, the Central African 
Rifles,  and later the Nyasaland battalions of the King's African Rifles.  Nevertheless, 
a few of these sepoys, or of their successors, were involved in the training and 
organisation of the early police, both in Nyasaland and North-Eastern Rhodesia.

It has sometimes been suggested that it was to commemorate the contribution of the 
Mohammedan cavalrymen to the beginning of the Force that a strip of green was 
added to the red and white of the flash and tie of the NRP in the early nineteen 
thirties. It seems more likely that green was chosen because it had been the facing 



colour of the North-Eastern Rhodesia Constabulary immediately before 
amalgamation with the Barotse Native Police to form the Northern Rhodesia Police in 
1911.  It is true that the uniform colour of the Hyderabad Contingent Cavalry was 
green and this could have influenced the choice of facing colour for the North-
Eastern Rhodesia Constabulary, but the majority of the Indian troops who served in 
the British Central African forces were not Mohammedans, but Sikhs from regiments 
which wore scarlet or khaki, with a variety of facing colours.  What is certain is that 
the Indians, of whatever religion, left their mark on the Force.  The Hindustani word 
for rifle range, "chandamali", remained in use in the Northern Rhodesia Police until 
the end.  At Livingstone in the nineteen fifties newly arrived assistant inspectors 
sometimes found themselves accommodated in the very pleasant Chandamali 
Government Hostel built near the site of the old Depot rifle range.

In 1893 the original Indian contingent was gradually replaced by two hundred Jat 
Sikhs, seconded from various regiments, under lieutenants C A Edwards, 35th Sikhs, 
and W H Manning, 1st Sikhs (Punjab Frontier Force)4. Edwards became the first 
commandant of the Central African Rifles, but died of blackwater fever in May 1897.  
Manning succeeded to the command.  Brigadier-General Sir William Manning GCMG 
KBE CB was to be Inspector-General of the King's African Rifles from 1901 until 
1907, and Governor of Nyasaland from 1910 until 1913.

Also in 1893 the original Zanzibaris, being judged neither as brave nor as reliable as 
the Indians, were paid off and sent home.  By this time fifty Zanzibar Arabs and 
Makua from Mozambique, together with one hundred Ngoni had been added to the 
regular forces of British Central Africa. The Arabs were mostly former members of the 
bodyguard of the Sultan of Zanzibar.  In 1895 a number of Atonga, fifty Yao, and 
twenty-five Marimba were recruited.

During these years irregulars, mainly Somalis, Zanzibaris, Makua, Atonga, Chewa, 
Bemba and Ngoni, were locally recruited and usually attached to the Civil Authority.  
Their pay varied between five shillings (twenty-five pence) and six shillings, a month.
5

Meanwhile the tentacles of Empire were spreading slowly, if unsurely, into North-
Eastern Rhodesia.  As early as 1890 a small post had been opened at Chienji on the 
east shore of Lake Mweru.  In 1891 Captain Richard Crawshay of the Inniskilling 
Dragoons6, built a fort there which was manned by Makua police and called 
Rhodesia.  Crawshay, known to the Africans as "Kamukwamba", had come to Central 
Africa to hunt and stayed to help Johnston.  In 1892 the fort was moved to 
Kalungkwishi, on the river of that name, about five miles up from the Lake.

It was in July 1893 that Hugh Charlie Marshall7 was sent out by Johnston to build a 
station on the Stevenson Road, to be known as Abercorn (now Mbala), near the 
village of Zombe, chief of the Lungu.  Marshall, who was accompanied by six Sikhs 
and some Atonga police built an impregnable stockade of poles ten foot high 



providing a sanctuary for refugees.  In 1894 another post was established on the 
Road at Ikawa, Fife.  Cecil Rhodes was worried that the Foreign Office might cede 
the area of the Stevenson Road to Germany.  The name of a Royal Duke connected 
with the British South Africa Company was chosen for a purpose.  As Rhodes said 
later, "I knew they could not give up a fort named after a member of the Royal 
Family."8

Hugh Marshall was to serve Northern Rhodesia for some thirty years, acting as 
Administrator of North-Eastern Rhodesia in 1911, and of Northern Rhodesia from 
August 1920 until March 1921.

Fort Rosebery had been marked out by Alfred Sharpe in 1892, west of Lake 
Bangweulu, near the Johnston Falls.  In May 1894 it was reported by Harry Johnston 
as fortified, but it seems that this was merely a bluff to simulate occupation and deter 
claims by foreign powers.

At the posts that were established were placed small parties of police.  They were 
under the orders of the local civil official, in those days known as the "Collector", 
although no taxes were levied.  No important tribe was subdued, indeed, Marshall 
was under strict instructions to leave the Bemba alone.  Nothing serious was done to 
check the depredations of Arab slave traders in North-Eastern Rhodesia.  It was 
impossible to do more than keep open the lines of communication until Nyasaland 
was secure. 

Negotiations in 1894 between the British South Africa Company and the United 
Kingdom Government resulted in the Chartered Company becoming responsible for 
the direct administration of North-Eastern Rhodesia from 1st July 1895.  British 
Central Africa, Nyasaland, remained under Imperial administration.

Major Patrick William Forbes, also formerly of the Inniskilling Dragoons, had served 
the British South Africa Company with distinction in Southern Rhodesia.  In 1894 he 
was sent to Nyasaland to take charge of the Northern Section of the line being 
constructed by the Africa Trans-Continental Telegraph Company, another of Cecil 
Rhodes' projects.  From this somewhat humdrum post Major Forbes was appointed 
Deputy Administrator responsible for North-Eastern Rhodesia.  He assumed this new 
apointment on 1st July 1895, establishing his headquarters in Nyasaland.  His escort, 
Sergeant Jock Drysdale and Troopers M W Barnard, "Slick" Smith, Middleton, "Bobo" 
Young and H T Harrington, had been recruited in Southern Rhodesia and attested as 
"North-Eastern Rhodesia Police"9. At Karonga Harrington had picked up a party of 
Makua Police who had been trained at Zomba10.  Drysdale being sick, Harrington 
was promoted sergeant and accompanied Forbes on a tour of inspection.  He was 
then placed in charge of Choma for a few months before moving to Kalungkwishi.  
The troopers and most of the Makua were left at Fife which was threatened by Mlozi.  
On recovering his health Drysdale also joined the administrative service.  



The British South Africa Company now recruited its own police from natives of 
Nyasaland and Mozambique.  According to Sir Harry Johnston, the Imperial 
Government placed "the British South Africa Company's forces in the adjoining 
sphere of influence under an Imperial Officer who is subordinate to the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Edwards or whoever commands the forces in the British Central 
Africa Protectorate."11  Captain J S Nicholson, 7th Hussars,12 was seconded to 
command the "Northern Zambezia Division" of the British South Africa Police from 
from 1 July 1896 but was diverted to take charge of the Chartered Company's 
armaments at Salisbury and it seems unlikely that he or any other "Imperial Officer" 
took command of the police in North-Eastern Rhodesia until the arrival of Captain 
Bright in 1903.

In order to stop the passage north to German East Africa of slaves captured by the 
Bemba, Forbes first strengthened the detachments at Abercorn and Fife.  He then 
established a post further east along the Stevenson Road at Nyala.  In his first 
annual report on 1st April 1896, Major Forbes gave, the police dispositions as ;-

Chambezi District, HQ Ikawa    -   R.Young, 9 Makua, 40 local
                                   native police
    "        "     Nyala        -  40 native police under the   
                                   Assistant Collector,
                                   J. Drysdale
    "        "     Mirongo      -  A Makua sergeant and 8
                                   native police.

Tanganyika District, HQ Abercorn-  H C Marshall, 10 Makua and 
                                   40 native police    
     "        "      Mpanga     -  20 native police under the
                                   Assistant Collector
     "        "      Sumbu,     -  Captain C.T.Livingstone,
                     Lake          Black Watch, and
                     Tanganyka.    20 native police.     

Mweru District, Rhodesia, on    -  Doctor Blair Watson and 10
   the Kalungkwishi River          Makua, approximately.

                    Choma       -  Hector Croad and 20 native
                                   police.

Luapula District, Fort Rosebery -  still not built.

Luangwa, a new district, Fort Jameson, near Chumulu's Kraal, Mr Worringham, 
assisted by Mr Colman with one Maxim, 40 Snider  rifles and approximately thirty 
men armed with muzzle loaders assisted, if necessary, by the staff of Rhodesia 
Concessions with two Maxims, 100 Sniders and six or seven white men.13  



Worringham had been despatched from Zomba with 25 native police and a Maxim 
and established a post at Chinunda's.14

Robert Andrew Young and Frederick  Charles Worringham had both joined the British 
South Africa Company's Police in 1890 and accompanied Cecil Rhodes' Pioneer 
Column in the occupation of Southern Rhodesia.    "Bobo" Young, a former Scots 
Guards private, took his discharge from the BSAP at the end of 1891 but rejoined the 
Matabeleland Mounted Police in 1893,  before  coming north  with Forbes.  In 
January 1901 he was appointed Native Commissioner at Mirongo and later served in 
the same capacity at Kasama and Chinsali.  He was noted for his failure ever to 
submit returns.  On leave in the United Kingdom Bobo Young married one of Harry 
Lauder's chorus girls.

The Jameson Raid denuded Southern Rhodesia of trained European police.  The 
failure of the Raid was followed by the Matabele and Mashona rebellions in the 
south.  The Chartered Company had scant resources to spare for North-Eastern 
Rhodesia even under direct administration.  The police in the Territory remained very 
much irregular in organisation and training.  There was no cohesive police force.

However, Major Forbes appears to have been quite satisfied with what he had.  He 
wrote in his report, "There are at present, I consider, quite sufficient white men and 
police in the different districts to keep what is practically the only open part of the 
country, namely from Nyasa to Tanganyika and Tanganyika to Mweru, in a quiet state, 
and I do not consider that there is anything to be gained by opening up a large extent 
of new country, into which we cannot at present offer sufficient inducement for white 
settlers to come, and which would entail considerable extra expense in police 
posts."15

Rough and ready, few and scattered, though the police of North-Eastern Rhodesia 
may have been, they were engaged in a series of minor actions which resulted in the 
final suppression of the Arab slavers, the back of whose power had been broken in 
Nyasaland.

A Swahili slave-trader, Nsimba, had established himself on Kilwa Island, Lake Mweru.  
The Belgians had tried unsuccessfully to expel him.  He displayed their heads on 
stakes in his stockade.  In May 1894 a patrol from Rhodesia broke up a slave 
caravan from Kilwa killing the two leaders.  This put a stop to the trade from Kilwa to 
the north-east.  In April 1895 Dr Wilson and Hector Croad took two boats to the island 
with 13 Nyamwezi and 8 Mambwe police.  On hearing of their approach Nsimba shot 
himself dead and his men then lost heart and came to terms.16

In April 1896 John Bell, Collector for the Chambezi District, engaged Wangani slavers 
who refused to lay down their arms, on the Chozi Stream near Kasama, killing two 
coastal Arabs and two ruga ruga, as their local followers were known, for the cost of 
one man wounded in the arm.  Bell wrote, "I had my Makua and Atonga police and a 



few natives.  Keeping control of the latter was too awful.  Never again will I go out 
with native warriors and cap guns.  My insurance policy does not run to it."  He feared 
reprisals by the Bemba and sought reinforcements.17

John Drysdale, Assistant Collector at Nyala, and his police dispersed a caravan on 
18 June when he captured an Arab and freed 57 slaves and another on 26 July when 
he scattered the slavers with a volley freeing 35 of their captives and seizing 1,000lbs 
of ivory18.  On one occasion Drysdale followed a caravan into German territory and 
dispersed it seizing 106 tusks on which duty had not been paid.  This incursion led to 
a claim for compensation which dragged on well into the next century.19

Forbes had said in his report, "There is, however, one power that should be broken 
and that is the Awemba".  The Awemba, or Bemba, were allies of the Arabs, 
supplying them with human merchandise by preying on the weaker tribes in their 
neighbourhood.  It was Bobo Young who broke the power of the Bemba.20

In September 1897 Arabs and their Bemba allies advanced against Chiwali, a Senga 
chief friendly to the Government.  Chiwali's village on the Upper Luangwa in the 
Chambezi District was not far from the post at Mirongo to which Chiwali sent for help.  
Young immediately marched to the rescue with his ten to fifteen Makua and North 
Nyasa native police.  With this tiny force he managed to keep the enemy in check for 
five days until reinforcements arrived from Fife and Nyala under the Collector, 
Mackinnon.  The slavers were thoroughly defeated.  Large numbers were killed and 
all their principal leaders were captured.  Many slaves were liberated and the 
surrounding villages were freed for good from the depredations of the raiders.  At one 
stage in the battle Young climbed a tree and from there shot and killed between 
twenty-five and thirty of the enemy himself.

Mackinnon, reported to the Administrator of Young, "If he had been in the Imperial 
Service he would no doubt have received a Victoria Cross, but as the Company 
cannot give him this I would ask you to raise his pay to £250.  He has always 
received low pay and is the lowest paid official up here."21

Forbes wrote on 30th September, "One of the most important results of this recent 
action is that the natives all through the territory have been brought with very little 
fighting or loss, to appreciate the strength of the Company in being able to overthrow 
the Arabs who for centuries have been their masters."  Apparently Young received his 
pay rise but Forbes' health had broken.  He left the Territory and Captain H L Daly  
became Acting Administrator22.  The last recalcitrant elements among the Bemba 
surrendered in 1898-9.

There was a plan to bring a force of up to fifty white police up from the South after the 
rains of 1897-8.23  It was not implemented, either because of the demands of the 
disturbances in Matabeleland and Mashonaland or, perhaps merely because of the 



success of the local forces in the "Black North".

The local police also played their part in the suppression of the Ngoni Rebellion 
although the major role was taken by the Central African Rifles.  By 1897 there were 
eight companies of Africans in the regular forces of British Central Africa.  During that 
year two of these companies were re-organised as police, and so began the 
Nyasaland Police24.  The remaining companies, three of Atonga, two of Yao, and 
one of Marimba were named the Central African Rifles.

Each company was commanded by a British officer assisted by a Sikh colour 
sergeant and three Sikh sergeants.  There was an artillery battery of four 7 pounder 
mountain guns and two 9 pounders with African crews under Sikh instructors.  The 
balance of about one hundred Sikhs were concentrated in a seventh company as a 
striking force.

By the end of 1897 the North Charterland Exploration Company was operating a 
concession in the Luangwa Valley and adjacent land from its headquarters at Fort 
Jameson in North-Eastern Rhodesia.  The fort was garrisoned by twenty-five Atonga 
police.  The old Ngoni chief, Mpezeni, had long been suspicious of British influence, 
but had hesitated to bring things to a head.  He was now unable to control the 
truculence of his sons, Singu and Mlonyeni, and their followers.  They had either not 
heard of, or were unimpressed by, Young's victory over the Bemba.  The situation 
became so threatening in December that the Company's representative,  
Worringham, sent a request for assistance accross the border to Kota Kota.  The 
Ngoni were said to number between 10,000 and 25,000 warriors.  Practically the 
whole of the military forces of British Central Africa were mobilised to meet the threat.

After a series of forced marches the force of six officers, 118 Sikhs and five 
companies of Africans, a total  of 650 men under Captain H E J Brake, Royal 
Artillery25, reached Fort Jameson on 18th January 1898.  The handful of police had 
kept the flag flying.

Luangweni, a Rhodesia Concessions post with six or seven white men, about thirty 
miles from Fort Jameson, was already under siege. The following day, 19th January, 
Brake relieved Luangweni.  Next morning he was at breakfast at the fort there, when 
he heard that six or seven hundred Ngoni warriors were massing a quarter of a mile 
to the East and others were on the way.  Steadily the Sikhs and askaris deployed 
before the Ngoni who were dancing and waving their spears in defiance about three 
hundred yards away.  "A" and "E" Companies, Atonga, fired one volley, fixed 
bayonets and advanced in line in silence.  The Ngoni threw their spears at the 
oncoming troops, then, overawed, began to give way.  When they found that other 
troops were turning their flank from the direction of Luangweni Village, the tribesmen 
broke and ran for the hills, spurred on by two rounds from the 7 pounder mountain 
guns.  Twenty Ngoni dead were left on the field.



The troops were then threatened by a new force of at least five hundred advancing 
from the West.  This was dispersed by four shells, a burst of Maxim fire and a charge 
by "A" Company which the warriors did not wait to meet.  Singu, the leader of the 
dissidents, was said by a prisoner to be sheltering in the hills seven miles to the 
South.  On 22nd January Brake set out to catch him.  A small herd of cattle was taken 
and a few villages were burnt, but Singu and his men were too wary to be caught in 
Brake's pincer movement.  On the following day the energetic Brake set out with "A" 
and "E" Companies against Mlonyeni.  The troops marched and fought for fifteen 
hours, capturing a great herd of cattle and destroying villages, but leaving the unripe 
crops standing to prevent famine.  Although the Ngoni showed considerable courage, 
frequently coming to within thirty yards of the ranks of soldiers, they could not face 
the disciplined volleys.

Mpezeni sued for peace and asked for the British flag to be hoisted over his capital, 
Chimpingo.  However on Brake's aproach, the old chief fled into the bush.  Mpezeni 
refused to come in, so Chimpingo was burnt.

On 26th January Brake with "A" Company caught up with Mpezeni's followers.  He 
drove them from village to village until satisfied that they had been reduced to a 
handful and driven into foodless country. 

On 30th January Singu was surrounded and captured by troops under Lieutenant J S 
Brogden, Royal Marine Light Infantry.  Singu was tried by drumhead court martial,   
and shot on 5th February 1898 in the presence of assembled headmen.  Mpezeni 
surrendered on 9th February. He was kept at Fort Manning for a year as a prisoner 
before being allowed to return to North-Eastern Rhodesia and resume his 
chieftainship.26

The Ngoni Rebellion demonstrated the need for a proper garrison for North-Eastern 
Rhodesia.  In return for an annual subsidy of £8,000 to be paid by the British South 
Africa Company, three new companies were raised for the Central African Rifles to 
meet this commitment.  "G" Company, consisting of 120 Atonga, went into training at 
Fort Johnston, "H" Company, 120 Yao, at Fort Manning, and "I", 110 Yao, at Zomba.  
None of these, nor any other company of the Central African Rifles, was ever 
stationed in North-Eastern Rhodesia.  £650 was remitted from the subsidy towards 
the cost of the Company's police.  The revenue from North-Eastern Rhodesia for the 
year ending 31st March 1898 was £2,065.

In early 1898 Major and Chief Inspector Colin Harding, then commanding Native 
Police in Mashonaland, received instructions to proceed to North-Eastern Rhodesia 
"and there raise and command a native police force for its protection".  Acting on 
these brief instructions he set out with Sergeant-Major Greer27  and a native orderly.  
They travelled via Beira and thence by water up the coast, and the Zambezi and 
Shire rivers, to Blantyre, which they reached on 29 May.  Here Harding met Manning 
who informed him of the new plan to guarantee the security of North-Eastern 



Rhodesia by the expansion of the Central African Rifles, in which Harding was 
offered command of a company.  Harding was naturally somewhat disconcerted at 
having come so far for no purpose.  Having just been made a Companion of the 
Order of Saint Michael and Saint George for his services in the Mashonaland 
Rebellion, he was unwilling to accept such a subordinate position.  On Harding's 
behalf, Sir Alfred Sharpe, now Governor of British Central Africa, wired Cecil Rhodes 
for instructions and it was decided that Harding should recruit and train natives from 
Nyasaland and North-Eastern Rhodesia for  service in the police in Southern 
Rhodesia.  Manning agreed to lend him Sikh instructors and, with a small quota of 
Nyasa recruits, Harding went on to Fort Jameson.    

Harding seems to have ascribed the recent operations against the Ngoni to an 
unnecessary alarm caused by "a highly strung official mistaking an ordinary native 
dance for an act of hostility".  In view of the recent slaughter of unsuspecting whites 
by the Matabele and Mashona in Southern Rhodesia, nervousness amongst the 
handful in the North was perhaps to be expected and, indeed excused, by one with 
Harding's experience.

Despite the loss of men and cattle, which were still being held at Fort Jameson when 
Harding arrived there, and the fact that Mpezeni was still in prison, or perhaps 
because of this, the Ngoni co-operated with Harding and a lesser chief quite happily 
handed over 200 of his young men as recruits.

Harding had to improvise to clothe and equip his force. He purchased white calico to 
make knickers (shorts), blue for smocks, and red, from which, with stiffening from the 
canvas in which the calico was baled, pillbox caps were manufactured.  He also 
managed to procure enough blankets for the total of 400 recruits, who were 
organised into companies each commanded by a Sikh sergeant assisted by two 
sepoys.  The senior Sikh NCO acted as battalion commander.  There being no rifles 
for them, the recruits drilled with sticks.  After a few months successive detachments 
were despatched overland to Southern Rhodesia.  After the last draft had left, 
Harding handed back the instructors to Manning together with some surplus recruits 
and proceeded on leave to England28.  In October 1899 he was back as Acting 
Resident Commissioner in North-Western Rhodesia where he was to raise and 
command the Barotse Native Police.

Before leaving Blantyre for Cape Town Harding met Robert Codrington who had been 
appointed Administrator of North-Eastern Rhodesia in July 1898 at the age of 29.  
Educated at Marlborough, Robert Edward Codrington was Orderly Room Sergeant-
Major of the Bechuanaland Border Police in 1893, and  served in Matabeleland 
before becoming a collector in Nyasaland in 1895. Codrington was responsible for 
organising the first real administration in the North-East and instituted a regular 
graded civil service.  During 1899 he moved the administrative headquarters of the 
Government of North-Eastern Rhodesia out of Nyasaland and established the capital 
at Fort Jameson.29



In October 1898 Mwamba, the second most powerful Bemba chief, died.  In March 
1899, while claims to the succession were being considered by the Administration, a 
rival, Ponde, captured Mwamba's village and began to fortify it.  Mackinnon, the local 
collector, and his assistant, Bobo Young, attacked with their police and drove out 
Ponde and his followers.

The police had to cross open ground and a swampy stream on the far side of which 
was Ponde's army.  Mackinnon divided his force.  While Young and half the police 
covered their advance from the woods,  Mackinnon and the rest crawled forward 
through the water and mire.  Mackinnon then signalled Young and his men forward.  
Young walked upright across the plain and was said by Frank Melland in "Eastern 
Africa Today" (published in 1928), to have crossed the swamp and  stream dryshod 
on the shoulders of his tallest msirikari.  Mackinnon told Melland that Ponde and his 
warriors neither fired nor fought.  "By such means", wrote Melland, "was this powerful 
and wonderfully organised tribe brought within the British Empire with hardly a shot 
even fired."

Some of Ponde's men took refuge with Chief Mporokoso,  who commenced to fortify 
his village on a rocky hill.  In April 1899 H T Harrington, Assistant Collector for the 
Mweru-Luapula District, with about 100 African police from Abercorn and 
Kalungkwishi, and three other officials, Andrew Law, Hector Croad and W R 
Johnston, arrived at Mporokoso's30.  Johnston had earlier been fired on by Nasoro 
bin Suliman an ally of Mporokoso.  After a day and night of sniping, an escaped 
female slave pointed out a weak spot in the defences.  At dawn Johnston created a 
diversion, while Harrington, Law and Croad led the police in a charge under heavy 
fire.  Unable at first to gain entry, they fired through the loopholes in the stockade and 
drove the enemy back.  The village was finally taken with little loss.  Most of the 
resistance came, not from the Bemba, but from a number of Arabs under Nasoro.  
Some of these were killed.  Others, including their leader, fled. Harrington and 60 
police set off in pursuit and captured Nasoro within a couple of days.

The time was now ripe to bring the Eastern Lunda under control. Kazembe had 
always refused to enter into a treaty with the British.  Codrington reported that this 
chief was responsible for repeated acts of aggression including having ordered the 
deaths of seven men.  Harrington said that Kazembe sent repeated messages to him 
at Kalungkwishi, saying that he would like to come under British protection, but that 
there were so many Arabs in his country that he was powerless, and sought help 
against them.

Harrington offered to go with his police and clear out the Arabs, but Codrington 
ordered him to wait for reinforcements from Nyasaland.  In September 1899 Captain 
E C Margesson, South Wales Borderers31, with twelve Sikhs and sixty askari of "E" 
Company, 1st Central African Regiment (as the Central African Rifles were now 
known) and a 7 pounder gun, set out from Karonga and marched by the Stevenson 



Road to Abercorn, and from there, in October, south-west to Kalungkwishi where a 
five barrelled Nordenfeldt gun had already arrived.  A few days later Codrington 
himself, with police from Abercorn under W R Johnston, joined the concentration.  
Kazembe having failed to come to Kalungkwishi, the combined force, which was also 
accompanied by the Commissioner for Central Africa, Sir Alfred Sharpe, marched on 
Kazembe's village near Lake Mweru.  The Arab slavers fled into Belgian territory, 
firing on a party of police from the West Bank of the Luapula.  Kazembe went with 
them, but returned in two weeks, and entered into an agreement.  The troops 
marched back to Karonga.32

The North-Eastern Rhodesia Order in Council of 29th January 1900, promulgated in 
May, formalised the constitution of the Territory.  The Administrator and officials were 
to be appointed by the British South Africa Company, subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of State.  The Administrator was empowered to legislate for the Territory, 
subject to the approval of each ordinance by Her Majesty's Commissioner for British 
Central Africa.  A High Court was established administering English Law.  Previously 
jurisdiction had been exercised by consular courts under the African Order in Council 
of 1889.  Now there was to be a judge at Fort Jameson and district magistrates.  
Judge Leicester Beaufort33 arrived in 1901.  Article 20 of the new Order in Council 
provided for the formation of a police force and for its organisation to be laid down in 
regulations.  Draft regulations were prepared and sent to London for approval, but 
the authorities there never got round to approving them.  The North-Eastern 
Rhodesia Constabulary was to remain in existence until 1911 on this informal basis.
34

The first police in North-Eastern Rhodesia had been recruited and trained by each 
local official at his own station.  In November 1898 Mr T E Tanner had been 
appointed Inspector of Civil Police but he left before the end of June 1899 due to ill-
health.35  

The Administrator's Report of 31st March 1900 gave the duties of the police as, "to 
guard the property of the Government, to act as escorts to caravans, to carry 
messages from the administrative officials to native chiefs, to effect any arrests of 
natives that may be required, and to guard native prisons".  He listed the disposition 
of native police as follows:
     
 West Luangwa District,    Serenje             20
 Upper Luangwa District,   Nawalia             15
 Chambezi District,        Fife                15
                           Nyala               10
                           Mirongo             10
 Tanganyika District,      Abercorn            15
                           Katwe and Mporokoso 15
                           Sumbu               10
 Mweru District,           Kalungkwishi        10



                           Choma               10
                           Kazembe             20
 Awemba District,          Kasama              30
 Eastern Luangwa District, Fort Jameson        30
     Total :                                  210.36
The Government post at Nawalia had been established in September 1899 and that 
at Serenje did not open until April 1900
 
The estimated expenditure  for civil police for the year ending 31 March 1901 was 
£800 for pay and rations and £200 for uniforms and equipment.37  Codrington 
judged an inspector unnecessary.  He had originally suggested that a company of the 
Central African Regiment should be stationed at Fort Jameson and another at 
Kasama.  An advance party of an officer, 3 Sikhs and 9 askari arrived at Fort 
Jameson in November 1899 to prepare the barracks, bringing with them, apparently 
unbeknown to Codrington, some convicts from Nyasaland.  In the absence of the 
officer there was disorder in the camp and one of these prisoners was killed.  
Codrington had the detachment withdrawn on 2 February 1900 and resolved that 
North-Eastern Rhodesia should rely on its own resources.38    

During 1900 Val Gielgud39, a District Commissioner, dispersed slave caravans on 
the Kafue River, and stations were opened at Mkushi, Kapopo and Muyanga.  
Gielgud advocated strong patrols to prove to the indigenous population that the white 
officials stationed in their midst were the representatives of a powerful government.  
At the same time the danger was recognised that, if the administration was weak, 
"every European travelling or trading will maintain, as is customary in other parts of 
Central Africa, a following of askari or armed natives who, either on their own account 
or with the concurrence of their employer will raid and intimidate the native 
population."  Following a murder Gielgud fined Bulibali 20 guns and detained him 
until his followers handed them over.

A band of Swahili, led by one Chiwala, had settled in Katanga in about 1893, trading 
in ivory and slaves.  They   had infiltrated from the coast via Nyasaland and the upper 
reaches of the Luapula.  In 1897 they were dislodged by a Belgian force and 
retreated to the area of present day Ndola, the country of the Lamba tribe.  By 1900 a 
European ivory trader, Ziehl, had joined them with his "police" or armed retinue.  C  P 
Chesnaye and the real police brought them all to book before the end of the year.40

Codrington reported that traders were rapidly denuding North-Eastern Rhodesia of 
cattle, rubber and ivory.  Chiefs Chipepo and Muyanga were extremely distrustful of 
white men and alarmed at their presence accompanied by armed natives.  On 21st 
April 1900 Codrington reported an outrage  by one Dana Smith against Kasanga 
Village.  

John "Chirupula" Stephenson had come to Fort Jameson as a telegraphist in 1899.  
He asked Codrington for more exciting employment and became Collector at Mkushi 



in 1900.  He was assisted by Corporal Menzani and 9 privates.  Stephenson found 
that the NCO was abusing his position.  When occasion arose to visit another station 
he had Menzani arrested and brought to trial.

E D Fairbanks was recruiting labour among the Soli.  Knowing that bamboo fetched a 
good price in the south for use as whips, he sent his recruits out to collect it.  The 
men deserted.  Fairbanks went to their village to ask for the return of the recruits or of 
the calico he had given as advanced payment.  Obtaining no satisfactory response 
Fairbanks set fire to the village, whereupon he was attacked with spears and arrows.  
Although armed with a double barrelled shotgun he would not kill his assailants but 
shot himself dead.  Chirupula went to investigate and reported these facts.  However 
to the Africans it was murder and the Administration chose to take the same view.  
Sergeant Masea and 12 men were sent from Fort Jameson to assist Stephenson and 
his police in making arrests.41 

In 1901 a station was established by C C Sheckleton with 17 African police at 
Mandombe or Feira at the confluence of the Zambezi and Luangwa rivers, on the 
border with Mozambique opposite Zumbo.  This brought to an end the unofficial reign 
of John Harrison Clark who had set himself up in the area maintaining order with a 
private army of Senga.  Clark accepted three farms in exchange for the rights he had 
acquired.42

The administration now covered the whole of North-Eastern Rhodesia with 5 
magistrates and 31 native commissioners.  In August 1901, in the Tanganyika 
District, there were 27 African police at Abercorn, 16 at Katwe/Mporokoso and 13 at 
Sumbu.  In the Mweru District were 20 at Kalungwishi and 20 at Kazembe's 
Kampanda.  In the Luapula District there were 18 each at Fort Rosebery and Mieri 
Mieri.  There were three stations in the Kafue District with 29 police at Kapopo, 15 at 
Mkushi River and 35 at Muyenye.  Serenje, the only station in West Luangwa District 
still  had 20 police.  In East Luangwa which had absorbed Upper Luangwa District, 
were 38 at Fort Jameson, 10 at Lusangazi (Petauke) and 15 at Nawalia.  In North 
Luangwa (formerly Chambezi) District were 18 at Fife/Nyala, 12 at Mirongo and 12 at 
Kokaa.  Kasama and Mpija in Awemba District had 30 and 11 respectively while at 
Mandombe in Zumbo District were 17. 

The only revenue was derived from licences, stamps, export duty on ivory and the 
sale of tusks given by chiefs in recognition of the sovereignty of the Chartered 
Company.  To help finance the expansion of government influence an African hut tax 
at three shillings per dwelling hut per annum  was introduced on 1 April 1901.  
Enforcement was another task for the Constabulary.  Of course the new tax not only 
produced revenue.  It also acted as a stimulus to encourage Africans to seek 
employment.  The Silver King Coppermine had already opened in the Kafue Hook 
and by the end of 1901 was employing nearly 2,000 labourers and porters.

Administrative officials were now coming into contact with their colleagues from 



North-Western Rhodesia.  These meetings on the Kafue were not always cordial.  
Gielgud was berated by Colin Harding, now Commandant of the Barotse Native 
Police, for flogging runaway labourers. 
 
In December 1900 a mail carrier from Fort Jameson was murdered in Nyasaland.  A 
strong patrol of the Central African Regiment was sent out from Fort Manning and 
discovered the dead policeman's rifle and kit in the possession of Chief Tambala in 
Central Ngoniland. The troops captured and destroyed several villages.  Tambala 
was taken trying to escape through the gorge where his main stronghold was 
situated.43

So impressed had the Imperial authorities been by the performance of the Central 
African troops in the campaigns of the eighteen nineties in Nyasaland and North-
Eastern Rhodesia that a 2nd Battalion of the Central African Regiment had been 
formed in January 1899 and sent to garrison Mauritius.  This battalion returned to 
Zomba in July 1901 after seeing active service in Somaliland, Ashanti, and the 
Gambia.  When the Board of the BSA Company heard of the departure from Chinde 
on 30 June 1900 of a draft of 4 officers and 340 men to join the 2nd Battalion, it had 
expressed concern whether sufficient troops remained to guarantee the security of 
North-Eastern Rhodesia44.  In May 1901 Codrington pointed out that there were only 
36 Sikhs and 400 askari in British Central Africa when 40 sikhs and 350 askari were 
supposed to be ready for service in North-Eastern Rhodesia at any one time.  He 
was already in dispute with Sir Alfred Sharpe and Col Manning concerning 
expenditure on the expedition against Kazembe of 1899 and now, strengthened in his 
view that North-Eastern Rhodesia could not, and should not, rely on outside help in 
an emergency, fought unsuccessfully for the subsidy towards the maintenance of the 
Central African Regiment to be reduced.45

The commitment of three companies of the 1st Battalion to North-Eastern Rhodesia 
was now ended.  Instead the 2nd Central African Regiment was to remain at Zomba 
as a reserve battalion for all the East African territories.  Many of the veterans chose 
to take their discharge.  To bring the 2nd up to its authorised strength of six 
companies it was necessary to reduce the 1st Central African Regiment to eight and 
to commence a widespread recruiting campaign.  Despite his dissatisfaction 
Codrington undertook to find one hundred recruits.46

On 1st January 1902 the battalions of the Central African Regiment became the 1st 
and 2nd (Central African) Battalions of the King's African Rifles.  As such they were to 
serve alongside the Northern Rhodesia Police and the Northern Rhodesia Regiment 
in two world wars but to have very little to do with Northern Rhodesia, in peace, until 
1959.  From that year they were stationed in succession at Lusaka as the reserve 
battalion of the Army of the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland.  On the break up 
of the Federation, on 1st January 1964, the 2nd Battalion, the King's African Rifles 
became the 2nd Battalion, the Northern Rhodesia Regiment.  The wheel had come 
full circle.  



In 1902 the North-Eastern Rhodesia Constabulary consisted of approximately 300 
men still under the command of members of the Civil Administration.  Now that there 
was a tax to collect, these officials were no longer called collectors, but district or 
native commissioners.  The cost of the Force was £2,650 per annum.     

In August 1902 a native commissioner arrested 6 Portuguese askari for forcibly 
recruiting labour at Karuani's Village and sent them to Fort Jameson.  On 12 October 
C P Chesnaye was in camp in the area when a runner appeared from Manju Wantu's 
Village to report that a Portuguese half-caste, Verrissimo, known to the Africans as 
Manawiri, had fired on the village.  It transpired that four villages had been looted and 
destroyed, an old man flogged nearly to death and women and children carried off 
into Mozambique.  One of these women, Ngonia, died on the march.  Ptes Sabuni, 
Bbesa and Teramuka, staying in a village nearby had heard the commotion but 
remained where they were.  They later explained that they had been ordered to wait 
there for their superior.  Pte Nderremani was made of sterner stuff.  He had disarmed 
two Portuguese askari and tied them up.  Chesnaye and a colleague, Tagart, took 6 
unarmed police across the border to Chimwala where they found Verrissimo and 
successfully demanded the release of the captives, including a party of Nyasalanders 
who had been en route to seek employment in Southern Rhodesia.47 
 
On 31st March 1903 Captain Richard Bright, a regular officer of The Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment) was seconded to the British South Africa Company's service and 
appointed Commandant to "organise and constitute" the North-Eastern Rhodesia 
Constabulary at a salary of £600 a year with £100 travelling allowance48.  As 
Commandant, he was the only white member of the Force, and subject to the orders 
of the Officer Commanding Troops in Central Africa.  Now 30 years of age, Bright had 
seen active service on the North-West Frontier of India.  He had been seconded to 
the Central African Regiment from 12th June 1899 until 31st March 1902, taking part 
in the punitive expedition against the Yao chief, Nkwamba, on the Eastern Frontier of 
Nyasaland in August 1899.  Bright's tenure of command of the North-Eastern 
Constabulary was to last exactly two years after which he returned to his regiment.

When Bright took command a company of North-Eastern Rhodesia Africans had 
recently been recruited for the Barotse Native Police and recruiting for another was in 
progress.

On 5th August 1903 instructions were issued that native constables were only to 
make arrests on warrant or when an offence was committed in their presence.  They 
were to seek assistance from the local headman when effecting an arrest or serving 
a summons.  They were not to carry arms except when accompanied by a European 
official or when necessary for protection from animals.49

In 1903  Fort Rosebery was rebuilt on its final site.  A station was opened at 
Mwomboshi with 29 police with smaller posts at Sitanda with 10 and Chasonsa with 



8.  The total revenue from North-Eastern Rhodesia for the year ending 31 March 
1903 was £8,640.14s.5d while the BSACo expended more than £31,960 on its 
administration.  The cost of the Constabulary had risen to £4,461.2s.6d.

In December 1903 the establishment of the North-Eastern Rhodesia Constabulary 
was one officer and 385 native ranks and according to the War Office publication 
"The Land Forces of the British Colonies and Protectorates" (revised 1905), the 
Force was recruited up to establishment.  £150 was provided for a band instructor 
and it was hoped to recruit one of the Indian Contingent of the KAR to fill this post.  
£1695 was allocated for African police pay, rations, uniforms and equipment and 
£100 for arms and ammunition50.  In 1904 the monthly rates of pay for the North-
Eastern Rhodesia Constabulary were:
                      Sergeant-Major    £1.  -s. -d.
                      Sergeant          £-. 17s. 6d.
                      Corporal          £-.  7s. 6d.
                      Private           £-.  5s. -d.
In addition each man received rations (posho), a cake of soap and a length of calico.  
Enlistment had been  for a term of two years.  On re-engaging for a further term of 
service sergeants-major were granted an increase of 2s.6d. per month, sergeants 1s.
6d. and corporals and privates one shilling a month.  According to draft regulations 
prepared in 1903 engagements were thereafter to be for three years.  On leaving the 
Force after 12 years service a sergeant-major could expect a gratuity of £20, a 
sergeant £10, a corporal £8 and a lance corporal or constable £6.  Those who served 
for 21 years were to receive half as much again or land in lieu. 

A disciplinary code was prepared under which a magistrate or officer commanding a 
detachment was empowered to award a constable imprisonment for up to 168 hours, 
confinement to barracks for 14 days, extra guards or piquets for offences in the 
performance of such duties or, in cases of drunkenness, a fine.  The Commandant 
could award up to 84 days, or for a second or aggravated offence six months, 
imprisonment or 25 lashes with stoppages of pay to make good any loss or damage.  
Subject to the Administrator's approval he could increase the sentence to 5 years for 
mutiny or 2 years for desertion or disobedience to orders.

Having toured the whole Territory Bright made his report on 1 January 1904 when the 
North-Eastern Rhodesia Constabulary was 307 strong.  He recommended a Force of 
a commandant, assistant commandant at £400 a year, pay & quartermaster at £250, 
bandmaster, an African sergeant-major, 26 sergeants, 32 corporals, 405 constables 
and 31 buglers.  Enlistment would be for three years with subsequent re-
engagements of two years.  Each man would receive 2 yards of calico a week, 2lbs 
of flour or 3lbs of unground grain with 1lb of salt and ½lb of soap a month, 1 full dress 
and 2 suits of fatigue dress a year and a blanket and jersey every two years.  The 
sergeant-major, 6 sergeants, 9 corporals 126 constables and 9 buglers would be 
stationed at Fort Jameson with the remainder distributed among the 20 other 
Government posts.  The NCOs at present in command of detachments would be 
brought in to Fort Jameson for a two month course and training camps of two to four 



weeks duration would be held in the dry season for detached personnel at suitable 
centres.  This Force would be capable of assuming responsibility for defence as well 
as civil police work at a cost of £8,500 a year as against nearly £15,000 for the 
payment for the KAR and the cost of the existing Force.  As an economy measure it 
was agreed that the appointment of an assistant commandant could be delayed until 
the Commandant was due for leave51.  John Ebenezer Herbert Edwards was 
appointed Pay and Quartermaster on 4 May 1904 but died at Fort Jameson on 10 
March 1905 and was not replaced52. 

The North-Eastern Rhodesia Constabulary possessed one 2½ pounder 1.75 inch 
Nordenfelt Quick Firing gun, two .303 Maxim machine guns, two .45 Maxims, one 
Hotchkiss and one Nordenfelt five barrelled machine gun.  No ammunition was held 
for the Hotchkiss or Nordenfelt machine guns.  The men  were armed with .577 
Snider breech loading rifles and carried their ammunition in bandoliers.  In 1905 they 
were issued with .451 inch Martini-Henry single shot breech loading rifles and brown 
leather Slade Wallace 1888 pattern or Mackenzie equipment.  The Martini-Henry, 
used by the British regular army between 1871 and 1888, was 4 feet 1½ inches long 
and weighed 8 pounds 12    ounces.  The falling breech block was actuated by a 
lever behind the trigger guard.  The weapon was sighted up to 1,450 yards and the 
charge was 85 grains of black powder.  The rifle had a sword bayonet with a blade of 
eighteen and three eighths inches.53 

The full dress uniform was a short khaki drill kurta, a shirt-like Indian style tunic or 
blouse with an opening in front closed by three brass buttons.  The blouse had two 
breast pockets with pleats and flaps, each closed by a small brass button.  The 
pointed cuffs were green, but the shoulder straps and low collar were plain khaki drill.  
The blouse was worn over a pair of khaki drill shorts or knickers, which had a green 
stripe down each side seam.  In 1900 the North-Eastern Rhodesia Constabulary was 
reported as wearing a "green fez cap with tassel", but this may have been merely a 
misdescription of the black fez with green tassel hanging to the right, which was worn 
in later years.  The African police wore no footwear or puttees. 

Photographs show men with and without the green facings on the blouse.  The blue 
jersies were worn under the blouse in cold weather.  On duty African police wore an 
oval shaped brass armlet with "NORTH-EASTERN RHODESIA" stamped round the 
upper edge, and "CONSTABULARY" round the lower.  In the centre was the wearer's 
number.54

In 1905 there were 252 Europeans in North-Eastern Rhodesia.  69 were Government 
officials, 39 missionaries, 52 traders, 68 farmers, and 24 miners and prospectors.  
Revenue was £18,200 towards an expenditure of £74,500.  In this year the border 
between North-Eastern and North-Western Rhodesia was moved eastward from the 
Kafue River to the narrow waist separating the Katanga from Portuguese East Africa.  
All civil servants and members of the Constabulary in the districts concerned were 
transferred to the North-Western Rhodesia administration.  In 1908 the white 



population in the reduced area of North-Eastern Rhodesia was only 243.

On 1 April 1905 Edgar Anderson Averay Jones, a civil servant,  was appointed 
temporary  commandant in place of Captain Bright.  On 28 February 1906 Jones was 
confirmed in his appointment.  He held no military or police rank.  From 31 October 
1906 Jones also acted as magistrate for the Eastern Luangwa District.  On 1 
February 1908 he reverted to the administrative service55.  He was succeeded as 
commandant of the North-Eastern Rhodesia Constabulary by Lieutenant G F 
Watherston seconded from the Barotse Native Police with the local rank of captain.
  
Supervision of the Chartered Company's administration in North-Eastern Rhodesia 
was about to pass from the British Commissioner in Nyasaland to the High 
Commissioner in South Africa who was already responsible for Barotseland/North-
Western Rhodesia.  Watherston's appointment was one of a number of steps towards 
the amalgamation of the two territories.  Robert Codrington had been transferred to 
North-Western Rhodesia in June 1907.  He arranged for a number of his old staff to 
follow him and some departments in the two territories, such as Posts and 
Telegraphs,  were joined under one director.

For economy reasons not all of Captain Bright's recommendations had been 
implementented.  The commandant was still the only European member of the North-
Eastern Rhodesia Constabulary.  His salary was now £450 a year.  Apart from 
recruits under training and their instructors only sufficient African police were 
stationed at Fort Jameson to guard Government buildings and act as prison warders.  
The remainder of the Force was still scattered in detachments 11 to 15 strong under 
the senior offical at each Government station or boma.  In the administration of his 
Force Watherston had the assistance of an an African civilian clerk paid £44 a year.  
Watherston was to inspect each outlying station every year and to devote some time 
to recruiting for the Barotse Native Police.56

On 1 April 1909 Captain John Joseph O'Sullevan of the Barotse Native Police 
succeeded Capt Watherston  as Commandant, a post he was to hold until he went on 
leave shortly before  the amalgamation of the two forces as the Northern Rhodesia 
Police in 1911.  Born in Athlone in 1879, O'Sullevan had enlisted in the Cape 
Mounted Riflemen as a trooper in 1898.  When war with the Boers broke out he 
served as orderly to the Commanding Officer, Col Dalgety57, who described 
O'Sullevan as the bravest man he had ever seen under fire.    O'Sullevan later served 
as an officer in French's Scouts and on the staff as an intelligence officer.  
   
In August 1903 O'Sullevan, described by Colonel Harding as "six foot four inches of 
muscle and brawn", joined the Barotse Native Police.  He was said to be so strong 
that he would pick up defaulting recruits, one in each hand, right off the ground and 
bang their heads together.  Once, when a leopard jumped onto the horse O'Sullevan 
was riding, he knocked the big cat unconscious with one blow of his fist.58



After distinguishing himself by his defence of Saisi in 1915, O'Sullevan left Northern 
Rhodesia. The reputation thus established and presumably his record in the South 
African War led, after medical treatment, to his selection for command of a battalion 
in France.  Colonel J J O'Sullevan DSO FRGS later became a Resident Magistrate in 
Killarney, but retired on the establishment of the Irish Free State.

Discipline in the North-Eastern Rhodesia Constabulary was strict despite the failure 
to promulgate its regulations. At Fort Rosebery in 1909 Private Chipewa (hat) was 
fined three months pay and awarded ten lashes for an unrecorded offence.  The 
entry in the district notebook was endorsed "if he does not improve he will be 
discharged".

In O'Sullevan's time the North-Eastern Rhodesia Constabulary had a drum and bugle 
band.  There was also a signal section with heliographs.  In his last annual report in 
1911 the Commandant, who had been granted the honorary rank of major on 1 
March 1910, wrote "These ancient instruments (helios) are not of much use and 
sending is somewhat slow, however, the signalling class is proficient with flags".

He went on to complain, "It has been impossible  to prevent the inhabitants dressing 
up rickshaw boys and personal servants the same as the askari.  It is peculiar that 
some employers of labour with all the varied colours of the rainbow to select from 
must choose almost the exact regulation pattern fez, belt, tunic and trousers, worn by 
the Constabulary".59

Photographs show Captain O'Sullevan as Commandant of the North-Eastern 
Rhodesia Constabulary wearing a khaki drill service dress jacket with four pockets 
and an open step collar over a white shirt and black tie.  His khaki breeches are worn 
with puttees of the same colour and brown ankle boots.  His headdress was the New 
Wolseley pattern khaki helmet with khaki pugri.  On parade he wore a Sam Browne 
belt with one brace and his Queen's and King's South Africa medals.

The msirikari of the North-Eastern Rhodesia Constabulary painted by Major A B 
Cree, wears the African General Service Medal authorised by Army Order 132 of 
1902.  The ribbon was yellow, with black borders and two narrow green stripes.  The 
medal was silver, although also cast in bronze for carriers.  The obverse bore a bust 
of King Edward VII in the uniform of a Field Marshal.  The reverse showed Britannia 
standing holding an olive branch and scroll in her left hand and a trident in the right.  
Behind her appeared a lion with, in the background, the rising Sun and in the 
exergue the word "AFRICA".  It was issued with a clasp "British Central Africa 
1899-1900" for the operations in Kazembe's country and Central Ngoniland between 
August 1899 and December 1900.  

There was also the Central Africa Medal with clasp "Central Africa 1894-1898".  This 
medal was authorised by Army Order 66 of 1895 and was originally issued without a 
clasp for operations between 1891 and 1894.  The ribbon was of white, black and 
terracotta stripes of equal width to represent the British, African and Indian personnel 



engaged.   The medal was silver with the head of Queen Victoria on the obverse and, 
on the reverse, a representation of British troops fighting Africans in the Bush, first 
used for the medal for the Ashanti Campaign of 1873-1874.

There  appears to be no record of the issue of either of these medals to a member of 
the North-Eastern Rhodesia Constabulary, as such.
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Cmdt Gen BSAP 28.9.98 COS SAC 1.10.01 IG SAC 4.03-8.05 Cmdt Calais Base 
BEF  24.5.15 BG Cmdt Le Havre Base 2.12.16 MP Westmnstr'21 d21.2.24
13.Capt Chas Patrick LIVINGSTON 'Capiteni' Lt BW 10.5.82 Capt 11.1.88-89 
d4.11.96
Andrew Blair WATSON MD, BCA Adm 1.11.91 BSACo NER 1.1.94 Commr & Mag 
Mweru Dist 1.8.00 dismissed, morphia addiction 3.03, ANC Shaloba NWR 4.04 shot 
himself 9.9.1904
Hector C CROAD OBE b Londn 1865 ed Chtrhse to Canada CPR Const NWMP; 
Trader Blantyre'90 A/Cllctr 1.1.94 NER16.10.94 NC Serenje'98 NC Ft J 14.01  Mag 
WLuangwa'03 DC Kasama  L30.11.23-rtd 5.24 Mngr Shiwa Ngandu re-employed 
NRG Labour & Food Dept'30 Fmr Chiswa d23.3.49 A'corn
Fredk Chas ‘Shipalipata’ WORRINGHAM Tpr BSACP'90 Guide Vic Colm'93 Gifford's 
Hse'96 Collctr Chinunda
A J COLMAN NER '95 ACollctr Chinunda
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18.Drysdale to Admr 25.6.96,21.8.96 NRJ Vol.I No.1 p9
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20.Story of the NRR p8
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Chas MACKINNON Cllctr NER 1.11.96 Civ Commr & Mag Nluangwa 1.4.01 RM 
Barotseld 09 Kafue 14 rtd 9.12.17 
22.Henry Lawrence DALY SLt 49Ft 28.2.74 56Ft 8.4.74 Lt 15Hrs 9.2.76 Capt hp 
by'92 OC Mtd Tp RHV '96
23 Forbes' report quoted in Story of the NRR p9
24.History of the KAR p24
25.Brig Gen Herbt Edwd John BRAKE CB'01 CMG'18 DSO'99 'Bwana Chiparapata' 
b9.2.66 ed USC Lt RA'86 Capt'96 2i/c CAR '97 T/Maj CO 2CAR 1.1.99-25.9.00 Cmdt 
Local Fces & IG Constby Trinidad & Tobago 02-7 LtCol 24 Hy Bty RGA 2.15 T/BG 



CHA XVIII Cps 15.1.17-27.3.18 OC Hy Arty Gnry Sch Winchstr rtd'20
26.History of the KAR pp25,6
27.John Lawrence GREER 319 Tpr BSAP 96 ACollctr NER 2.9.99 NC 1.1.01 sick lve 
5.9.04
28.Harding "Far Bugles"
29.Robt Edwd CODRINGTON b6.1.69 ed Marlborough, in Virginia USA 90 ORSM 
BBP 90 w93 Collctr Centrel Ngonild BCA 95 Admr NER'98 Admr NWR d16.12.08 
London
30.PONDE became CHITIMUKULU '16 d'23
Frank Hulme MELLAND BA Oxon NERCS 4.7.01 Fife ANC Mpika 15.8.01 AgDC 
Kasempa'16 Mag 31.10.17 Solwezi '18 rtd '27?
Andrew LAW b Canada svd RA, Afrcn Lakes Corpn NER'94 BSACo'98 Collctr 
Mbala'99 drnd LKilwa 14.4.99 
Walter Riddell JOHNSTON NER 98 killed by lions 15.10.00 Kambole
31.Maj Edwd Cunningham MARGESSON b Worthing 13.12.77 s/o Lt Col ed 
Wellngtn RMC 2Lt SWB 12.91 Niger 11.96-4.97 Capt 3.98 CAR 11.97-11.03 WAFF 
1.05-9.09 Maj 2.11 2SWB k Gallipoli 25.4.15
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34,Story of the NRR p13
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39.Valdemar GIELGUD bUSA Tpr Grey's Scouts'96 NC Gwelo'96 Sebungwe to NER 
7.00 Mngr RNLB NC Bulawyo'08 d'16?
40.Maj Christian Purefoy CHESNAYE CBE b30.11.1868 s/o Col IMS; Tpr BBP'91 Tpr 
Gwelo V'96 Insp MMP'96 NERCS 4.7.98 NC'99 Civ Commr & Mag 1.8.00 AgSecNA 
1.4.01 Ag Admr'01 Ch Commr & Mag ELuangwa'03 A'corn'11 T/Capt NRP 24.6.16 for 
duty with OETA, Political Offr  Bismarcksburg 7.16 PO Dar es Salaam returned to 
NRCS lve pdg rtmt 11.5.23
41.John Edwd 'Chirupula' STEPHENSON bNthumbrld, Clk GPO'90-Cape Govt Tels  
15.8.96-Telegraphist SR’97 NER '99 A/Collctr Mkushi 1.7.00 NC 1.1.01 Ndola '04 
rsgnd 22.3.07 farmer Chifwefwe, Int Cpl NRRifles'14 d15.8.57 Kapiri Muwendika, 
wrote "Chirupula's Tale"
42.Cecil Courtney SHECKLETON Afrcn Trans Contntl Telegraph Co 1.1.97 NERCS 
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48.Estimates yr ending 31.3.04 PRO CO417/383
Richard BRIGHT  b26.12.1872, 2lt Buffs 7.3.94 Chitral Relief Force'95 Malakand 
FF'97-8 CAR 12.6.99-31.3.02 Cmdt NERC 1.4.03-31.3.05 Asst to C/Insp Inspctn 
Staff WO 20.4.11 Maj 7.2.15 GSO3 9.5.15 GSO2 Gibraltar, Bvt Lt Col 1.1.18.
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54.Story NRR p107
55.Edgar Anderson Averay JONES MBE BA(Cantab), NERCS 4.7.01 ANC Kasama 
15.8.01 Cmdt NERC 1.4.05-1.2.08 A/Mag ELuangwa 31.10.06 Kalingkwisi'07 NC 
4.08 Kawambwa Mpika'10 Ag DC Mweru-Luapula 14 NC Kawambwa Mag 20.4.16 
Kasama 12.18 Mweru Luapula Dist 1.1.21 FJ Rtd '27 d'64
56.PRO CO/417/461
57.Col Edmund Henry DALGETY CB 1900 b17.5.47 s/o Lt Col ed Wellngtn RMC 
Ensign RSF 67-76 CMR 77 d5.7.14.
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