
CHAPTER 4

In August 1899 Major Colin Harding  returned to Africa from leave in the United 
Kingdom.  There he had had discussions with Rhodes about the replacement of 
white police by Africans.  Harding had suggested a strength of two white Troop 
Sergeants-Major and 292 Ngoni from North-Eastern Rhodesia due discharge from 
the Mashonaland Native Police  in July 1900, who should be invited to transfer after 
three months leave1.  Harding was now sent up to Barotseland as Acting Resident 
Commissioner to relieve Robert Coryndon who left on leave in November 1899.  
Major Harding had orders, dated 31 August 1899, from the Commandant General in 
Southern Rhodesia, to take over command of the police detachment at Lealui, 
consult with Coryndon concerning the enlistment of native police and to enlist twenty-
five to thirty, and to communicate with the troop commander at Monze who for 
administration and police-work would be under his orders2.  Colin Harding was 
accompanied by his brother, William, a newcomer to Southern Africa, as private 
secretary, D G Moore, Regional Accountant and Controller of Stores, and two 
BSANative Police as well as servants and transport drivers.  Having reached 
Kazungula well ahead of his wagons, Harding made use of the time to make a brief 
inspection of the police stations at Kalomo and Monze.  The Northern Rhodesia 
Police magazine, "Nkhwazi", of September 1959, contained a report of the receipt, 
from the Archives Section of East Africa Command at Nairobi, of a volume of Barotse 
Native Police attestation forms.  The first recruit, No.1 Constable Chinlele, was said 
to have been attested at Kalomo on 1st September 1899 but Harding did not leave 
Bulawayo until that day3.  Back at Kazungula on 12 November 1899 Harding 
reported he had completed the 450 miles inspection trip in 14 days.  The station at 
Kalomo was under construction and Sergeant-Major Dobson and two BSAP troopers 
were to be posted there.  Harding had in mind a post with 50 African police in the 
Mashukulumbwe country, 6 under a European at Kalomo, and 6 at Walker's Drift on 
the Zambezi.  He had sufficient arms, uniforms and equipment in his wagons. 

The Hardings travelled up the Zambezi by canoe escorted by Letia, while Sgt 
Macaulay, who must have met him at Kazungula, brought up the horses and mules 
by land.  Colin Harding had been entrusted by the Foreign Office with an intelligence 
mission to ascertain the extent of Lewanika's sphere of influence to the North and 
West and the limits of the advance of Portuguese administration.

Major Edwin Colin Harding CMG was  thirty six years of age.  The son of a 
gentleman farmer, he seems to have devoted his life to hunting and shooting in 
England until the age of thirty one, when his father died leaving little but debts.  In 
early 1894 Colin Harding arrived in Bulawayo with ten pounds in his pocket.  He 
worked as a builder's labourer and then as a solicitor's clerk before turning to 
working, and dealing in, gold claims.  In this he had some success and he was able 



to return to the United Kingdom on holiday in 1896.  While he was away the Matabele 
and Mashona Rebellions broke out.  Harding hurried back to Cape Town.  He 
assisted with the transport of a batch of remounts by sea to Beira and overland to 
Umtali.  Harding's previous military experience seems to have been limited to part-
time service in the Rhodesia Horse in which he had held the rank of corporal when in 
Matabeleland.  He now managed to attach himself to the staff of Lt Col E A H 
Alderson as a galloper or ADC.  Alderson was a regular British Army officer who  had 
been sent to Salisbury in command of the mounted infantry from Aldershot.   He 
described Harding as having particularly distinguished himself at the action at 
Simbanoota's Kraal, paying no more attention to the Mashona bullets than if they 
were snowballs4.  Harding was soon  commissioned as a sub-inspector in the 
Mashonaland Mounted Police.  He rose rapidly to "Captain or Inspector" in early 
1897, and "Major or Chief Inspector" in November that year when he was appointed 
to command the native police in Mashonaland.  From this post he was sent, as 
previously related, to North-Eastern Rhodesia in 1898.  

The South African War broke in October 1899 while Harding was en route from 
Bulawayo.  His request to return south to take part was refused.  Whilst he was 
travelling up the Zambezi or soon after his arrival at Lealui, an event of more 
significance to the history of Northern Rhodesia occurred.  On 28th November 1899 
the constitution of North-Western Rhodesia was laid down in the Barotseland/North-
Western Rhodesia Order in Council.  The Administrator and officials were to be 
appointed by Her Majesty's High Commissioner at the Cape after nomination by the 
Chartered Company.  Article Eight of the Order provided for the formation of a police 
force.  On 23 May 1900 the High Commissioner  signed a letter authorising the 
formation of the Barotse Native Police. This was promulgated by Proclamation No.19 
of 1901 but the Force was then already in being.

At Lealui in December 1899 Harding approached Lewanika for help with recruiting 
police.  The Litunga was reluctant.  He feared that the police would undermine his 
authority.  Harding argued that they would only be trained at Mongu-Lealui and would 
then be posted to Batokaland, an area so far away that Lewanika could not maintain 
order there himself.  He explained that the police would at any time enforce the 
Chief's authority if required, always, of course, under the Administration's orders and 
instructions.

Harding reported "With these assurances he was content, and he promised to get 
forty or fifty recruits, but I am convinced that his consent was not given 
spontaneously.  With that view before me and the likelihood of Angonis relieving the 
white police in the Batoka (an arrangement which I strongly recommend, and which I 
discussed more fully with Major Coryndon), I did not press the subject further."

"The  gist of the whole indaba was that the King, whilst only too pleased for native 
police, Barotse or others, to relieve the white police in the Batoka country, disliked the 
suggestion of having any force in the Barotse Valley, except under his control.  Under 
the present arrangements the Queen, Letia, and the King, have from six to ten men 



each at their beck and call, who act as their bodyguards; these are clad in uniform 
and designated as police."5

The first 25 recruits for the Barotse Native Police were attested at Lealui on 2 
January 1900.  Their terms of service were explained to them by the Ngambela, 
Lewanika's prime minister.  The engagement was for 12 months at 10/- a month for 
privates, 12/6 for corporals and 15/- for native sergeants.  Each man was to be 
issued with a free uniform and a blanket.6  

On 19th January 1900 Harding, accompanied by his brother and a party of 
Lewanika's indunas with their retinues, left Lealui by canoe to follow the Zambezi to 
its source.  Sergeant Macaulay was left in charge at Lealui where he continued 
training the recruits.  Harding had brought with him a phonograph with a recorded 
message to Lewanika from the Administrator of Matabeleland, the Hon Arthur 
Lawley7.  At Lealui Harding made a recording of Lewanika's voice with a message to 
his vassals calling on them, amongst other things, to send to the Litunga all arrears of 
tribute without further delay, or "the Great White Man who now visits you will mete out 
the punishment you deserve."  Harding played this message to the various Lovale, 
Lunda and other chiefs he met and recorded their messages in reply, acknowledging 
the Litunga's suzerainty and pledging their loyalty.  These messages were played to 
the boundary commission in 1903, but with little benefit to Lewanika as it awarded 
most of the territory through which Harding passed, to Portugal, which already had 
forts at Kakenge and Nyakatoro.  Harding was unimpressed by the efficiency of the 
commandants and garrisons of these places, each of about thirty native troops.

Harding reported many deserted villages in the Lunda country where the people lived 
in fear of raids by the Lovale and Mambari slavers.  On his return to Nyakatoro, after 
reaching the source of the Zambezi, Colin Harding sent his brother back to Lealui 
with the boats on 1st April 1900.  After a delay of some days while his horses and 
mules came up from the capital, Colin Harding set off overland to Chisamba in the 
Bihe country of Portuguese West Africa.  He reported, "Every day I am seeing traces 
of the slave trade.  The wayside trees are simply hung with disused shackles, some 
to hold one, some two, three, and even six slaves.  Skulls and bones bleached by the 
sun lie  where the victims fell, gape with helpless grin on those who pass, a damning 
evidence of a horrible traffic......Yesterday we met two caravans and today one, all 
proceeding to the Lunda country for their living merchandise.  Some were carrying 
spare guns, some calico, others powder"8.  The Mambari exchanged calico, guns 
and powder for slaves and rubber.  On 9th May 1900 Harding met a caravan eighty 
four strong on its way to the Lunda country.  Harding was in no position to take any 
action.  He was without any force of his own and in Portuguese territory where the 
garrisons of the various forts appeared to ignore the passing trade.  

From Chisamba Harding journeyed south-east back to Lealui.  He was met by 
Sergeant Macaulay about two hundred miles west of the Zambezi near the Kwando 
River.  Leaving Lealui on 5 May, Macaulay had made a forced march of 250 miles 



from Lealui with a few African police.  They all arrived back at Lealui on 19 June 
1900.  Harding had travelled a total of 2,235 miles since leaving Kazungula in the 
previous October.  He suggested a station be established 150 miles upriver from 
Lealui to stop the slave trade and Portuguese encroachment.

On Coryndon's return from leave Harding was appointed Commandant of the Barotse 
Native Police.  There were six Company posts, Mongu, Victoria Falls, Kalomo, Fort 
Monze (BSAP), Kazangula and Sesheke, the last two having no permanent 
buildings, but being frequently visited.  Kalomo was selected by Coryndon as 
Government Headquarters.

After his return from Portuguese West Africa, Harding did not rest for long at Mongu-
Lealui.  Leaving his brother in charge there, he set out with Sergeant Macaulay for 
Batokaland, via the Victoria Falls.  By the time they reached Kalomo they had found 
thirty or forty recruits who were despatched to Mongu for training.  Harding and 
Macaulay spent two days at Kalomo inspecting the new camp site, before leaving for 
Monze where they arrived on 3 August. 

Captain Drury, according to Harding, had selected the site for this fort with "more 
haste than consideration".  In the early part of 1900 Captain Carden's men had been 
going down with fever at the rate of four a day.  A few days before Harding's arrival, 
fourteen troopers were invalided back to Bulawayo.

Harding wrote, "My two days at Monze were completely employed in taking over the 
station, and making arrangements for Captain Carden and his garrison to leave the 
country.  By this time they are on their way, and Macaulay and his native police are 
fairly established in a more healthy spot, where he is deputed to carry out the duties 
of the late troop."  The camp was a temporary one for 25 native police, until  a new 
fort could be built further north in Mashukulumbwe country.  Carden handed over a 
Maxim gun, 4 horses, a Scotch cart and 7 oxen for use by the new force.9 

Harding and Carden had selected what they judged to be a better site for the fort, on 
a hill, but with a good water supply.  Chief Monza expressed resentment at having to 
pay tribute to Lewanika, now that they were both under the protection of Queen 
Victoria, but he provided labour for the building of the new police quarters and 
brought in twenty recruits for the Force.

Colin left Monze on 5th August 1900 with ten members of his force, four of 
Lewanika's Indunas who had accompanied him from Lealui, and thirty carriers 
provided by Monza.  Captain Carden left for Bulawayo shortly afterwards with the 
remnant of his troop, except for Trooper Lucas, who was seconded to the Barotse 
Native Police to assist Macaulay at Monze.

Harding had instructions to rendezvous with Mr C L Carbutt, the District 
Commissioner of Sibungwe, Southern Rhodesia10.  While the latter patrolled south 



of the Zambezi, Harding was to patrol the North Bank sending back to the South 
natives who had left Southern Rhodesia to evade payment of tax.  Since these were 
Tonga who had migrated south some years before, he could see little wrong in their 
return home and did not pursue the hunt with great determination.  In any case, it 
was no easy task to establish who belonged where.

Soon after he arrived in the Zambezi Valley, Harding received a plea for assistance 
from Chief Mwamba.  Six Matabele from Bulawayo, calling themselves "native 
police", had arrived demanding food and shelter and assistance in recruiting labour.  
Colonel Harding found these impostors armed and wearing uniform and despatched 
them back south.  He considered their employers to blame for sending men in this 
guise and without money or supplies to carry out their mission by intimidation and 
deceit.11

Harding patrolled east, past the Kariba Gorge, to the junction of the Kafue with the 
Zambezi.  The Kafue River, which he reached on 30th August, was then the 
boundary between North-Western and North-Eastern Rhodesia.  Although Lewanika 
claimed that his territory stretched far to the east of the Kafue, Harding was of the 
opinion that the people on the East Bank had never heard this, and certainly did not 
care.  He continued up the Kafue, through the Balengwe Gorge, and on to the Kafue 
Flats, before returning to the new Fort Monze.  Here he found Macaulay had made 
great progress.  

Harding was now required to return to Mongu-Lealui.  During his brief stay at Monze, 
Chief Monza happily produced skins to be conveyed, as his tribute, to Lewanika, and 
requested help in disciplining one of his own sub-chiefs, Fufa, who had declined to 
assist with the provision of labour for the new fort.  Three native police were sent with 
Monza's emissary to summon this recalcitrant  to a meeting with Harding.  Fufa came 
in immediately and all was resolved to Monza's satisfaction.

Harding left for Lealui with Lewanika's indunas, fifteen Barotse Native Police recruits, 
armed with sticks, and the necessary train of carriers and personal servants.  On 
arrival at the village of Samosonta of the  Mashukulumbwe, a  policeman was sent to 
call the chief in from the fields for interview.  The policeman was threatened with 
spears and an armed crowd gathered round Harding's entourage.  Luckily he was 
accompanied at this stage of the journey by Trooper Lucas, as the sticks of the 
recruits were hardly sufficient to set against the spears and bows of the 
Mashukulumbwe.

Eventually Samosonta came forward and the villager who had threatened the 
policeman was produced.  Samosonta was fined two cattle.  He then failed to 
produce carriers to relieve those provided by Monza.  Harding's solution to this 
impasse was to divide the loads between the police, except for one.  This the 
Commandant  personally placed on Chief Samosonta.  After their leader had 
staggered three or four hundred yards under this burden, an ample number of his 
people came forward to volunteer their services to carry all the loads.



Harding trekked on north-westwards to the Kafue River, calling on Umgailla and 
Mgala en route.  He visited the mission stations at Nanzela and Nkala, where on 25 
September he met his brother, who had come from Lealui by arrangement.  William 
Harding was deputed to visit the copper workings across the Kafue while Colin 
pressed on to meet Coryndon at Mongu-Lealui.  He arrived in time to witness the 
Lewanika Concession on 17th October 1900.  Coryndon left to convey the new 
concession to England and Harding became Acting Administrator for North-Western 
Rhodesia.   

Lewanika expressed great concern about rumours of the activities of Mambari slave 
traders to the north, in the Bamashasha and Balunda areas.  On 21 October, Colin 
Harding was on the move again, to patrol the Kabompo River to its source.  He took 
fifteen Barotse Native Police, this time trained and armed, and the necessary 
carriers, together with the usual group of indunas detailed by the Litunga to 
accompany and guide him.  An American prospector, Bricker, whom Harding had met 
on his earlier journey up the Zambezi, volunteered to come along for their mutual 
protection.  Harding related that as they went up river they were joined by several 
hundred natives, looking for lost relations.

At Kasempa Harding sent a demand that Kachakala release the slaves he held.  
Some old men and women were handed over.  Harding sent for Kachakala but 
received an insolent reply.  After a night march, Harding stormed the slaver's two 
stockaded kraals and burnt them.  There was no serious opposition.  Kachakala 
escaped but 20 slaves were liberated.  Bricker was nearly drowned while helping to 
disperse another caravan.  Again Harding found villages deserted because of the 
depredations of the slavers, but managed to reunite a number of men, women, and 
children, with their families and friends.12

The patrol returned to Lealui in January 1901.  After a few weeks rest there, Harding 
left down the Zambezi for a tour of Batokaland.  Between Kazungula and Victoria 
Falls he received news that his brother, then in charge at Monze, was down with 
blackwater fever.  Colin Harding reached Monze to find that William had died on 11th 
April.  Corporal B C Franklyn  had come from Kalomo to nurse William Harding and 
Trooper Lucas, who was down with the same disease.  Franklyn also contracted  
blackwater and died two days after the Commandant's arrival.  Lucas recovered and 
was able to take command of the firing party at his comrade's funeral.  Sgt Macaulay 
was on leave after four years in the Territory.  Harding decided to close down the fort 
and left with Lucas for Victoria Falls.  He wrote that fever had struck so hard 
throughout the Territory that rainy season that there were only four white government 
officials, including police, left alive to administer it.

According to Val Gielgud, Native Commissioner on the North-Eastern Rhodesia side 
of the Kafue Hook, Umgailla and Mgala were still feuding.  Mgala refused to stop 
raiding Umgaila.  In June 1901 Gielgud brought over 23 Matabele police for a 
combined operation.  Harding was accompanied by Tpr Lucas with a Maxim, 70 



partially trained Barotse Native Police and some 600 friendly tribesmen.  They 
planned a surprise attack at dawn on Mgala's stockade, but surprise was lost 
because the friendlies could not be dissuaded from lighting fires.  Mgala was arrested 
on 28 June and taken to Kalomo from where he was released on 1 December 1901 
to live at Lealui under Lewanika's eye.  The contracts of the Matabele had expired 
and Gielgud had to borrow four Barotse Native Police for the journey back to his 
headquarters.13     

Shortly afterwards Coryndon returned to resume his mantle as Administrator and 
other reinforcements arrived.   Harding, at Coryndon's suggestion was granted the 
local rank of colonel.  During his travels the Commandant had selected sites for two 
new  forts.  They were to provide bases in the outlying areas from which patrols could 
operate to rid the country of the slavers.  Sgt Macaulay and Sergeant-Major T Harris 
were commissioned as sub-inspectors to command the new detachments.

On 25th September 1901 Captain John Carden, the former commander of the BSAP 
troop at Monze, was seconded for two years as Second-in-Command of the Barotse 
Native Police.  When Colonel Harding left on leave on 20 January 1902  Carden, with 
the local rank of major, became Acting Commandant of the Force which had grown 
considerably in strength and influence.
   
The establishment of the Barotse Native Police at about this time was;-    The 
Commandant.
              One Inspector,
              Two Sub-Inspectors,
              One Regimental Sergeant-Major,
              Two Company Sergeant-Majors,
              Three European Corporals,
              Five European Troopers,
              Eight Native Sergeants,
              Sixteen Native Corporals,
              224 Privates.

The disciplinary regulations promulgated in Cape Government Notice 15/01 provided 
for a Superior Court of Officers to consist of 5, or if necessary 3 officers, with a 
president of at least the rank of captain but normally a major, with power to impose 
the death penalty, imprisonment for 25 years or a fine of £100.  An Ordinary Court of 
Officers, 3 officers or, if no officers were available within a reasonable distance, 
sergeants-major, presided over by, if possible, a captain, could sentence to 
imprisonment up to six months or a fine of £15 but could not try an officer.  An officer 
or British NCO in command of a detachment could award imprisonment for 7 days or 
a fine of £1.

The Force  was to be organised into a Headquarters and two companies.  Each 
company was to be commanded by a sub-inspector assisted by a European 
company sergeant-major, and was to consist of four sections each of one sergeant, 



two corporals and 28 men.  One company was to be based at Lealui with 
detachments on the Kabompo River and at Sesheke.  The other was to have stations 
at Victoria Falls, Kalomo, Monze, and on the Kafue.  The European corporals and 
troopers were for employment as clerks, farriers etc and to effect any necessary 
arrests of Europeans14.  Of course actual strength lagged behind that provided for in 
the   establishment and actual dispositions differed from those originally proposed.  

In late 1901 Sergeant-Major Mobbs, Trooper Lucas and a small party of native police 
pitched camp on what was later to become the football pitch at Kasempa15.  Sub 
Insp Macaulay took  command.  A system of patrols was instituted and in February 
1903 Macaulay with 9 men, after a long pursuit, surprised a Mambari  slave caravan 
releasing two shackled women left behind when the slavers fled.  On 31 March he 
broke up a slavers' camp at Mushime's Village capturing 15 firearms and a large 
quantity of gunpowder.16

By 1902 there were only nine European officers and non-commissioned officers 
actually serving in the Barotse Native Police and 240 natives, out of an establishment 
which had grown to three hundred.  At  Headquarters, at Kalomo, were the 
Commanding Officer, Regimental Sergeant-Major E J Toulson, Hospital Sergeant-
Major H L Byas, an Orderly Room Sergeant-Major, a Company Sergeant-Major and 
156 native non-commissioned officers  and men.  At Monze, part of the Kalomo 
District, were stationed only three native police.  At Nkala Sub-Inspector T Harris was 
in command with Cpl H O Worringham and twenty one native NCOs and men.  At 
Kasempa was Macaulay, assisted by a European CSM and thirty native police.  At 
Lealui were twenty native police under the District Commissioner, and at Victoria 
Falls ten, under the District Commissioner there.  The Territory was divided into five 
civil administrative districts.   Harris and Macaulay acted as assistant district 
commissioners until Harris resigned from the Service in January 1903 and Macaulay 
transferred from the Force to the Administration that July.             

Coryndon in his annual report wrote: -   "The corps has made rapid strides and is 
now almost at full strength and is fully equipped with arms, uniforms, kit and 
accoutrements." 
"The corps is recruited chiefly from the Batoka natives who take to the routine and 
discipline at once and who make smart and reliable soldiers; a few Mashukulumbwe 
who contrary to expectation are amenable and obedient; and a few Barotse, who, 
though more intelligent, do not seem to take to the military life at all."
"Major Carden has since his arrival in December worked up the internal discipline of 
the corps to a high pitch of excellence and Regimental Sergeant-Major Toulson's 
wide experience of native police work will always ensure a very high standard of 
discipline and smartness at the Headquarters Station.  The native corporals and 
sergeants are especially good and assume  and exercise their authority in the right 
spirit."

Carden in his report as Acting Commandant wrote: - "The behaviour of the police has 



so far been excellent; they take readily to discipline, and no serious complaints have 
been received from native kraals to which they are occasionally sent alone."

Because of the requirement for police detachments consequent on the development 
of the northern areas of the Territory, Carden recommended an increase in the 
establishment of the Force to 350, "though this may, I think, stand over till the arrival 
of Lieutenant Harte-Barry and recruits from North-Eastern Rhodesia.  The health of 
the white non-commissioned officers has been fair, so far there being only one case 
of blackwater, though a good deal of simple malaria.  The health of the native police 
is good, except that after the rains they seem to get bad ulcers on the feet and legs 
from patrolling in the wet long grass."17 

Lt A M Harte-Barry BSAP left Salisbury towards the end of April 1902 to commence a 
two year secondment to the Barotse Native Police in the rank of Captain.  He 
travelled first to Nyasaland for a two month attachment to 2nd King's African Rifles.  
The plan was that he should then recruit in the vicinity of Lake Mweru, the area 
suggested by Robert Codrington, the Administrator of North-Eastern Rhodesia.  In 
the mean time Codrington complained that the Ngoni recruited by Colin Harding for 
the Mashonaland Native Police had not been brought home on completion of their 
engagement as promised.  He was also dissatisfied with the treatment of other North-
Eastern Rhodesia natives recruited to work in Southern Rhodesia.  Harte-Barry 
arrived at Fort Jameson to find that Codrington had rescinded his agreement and had 
to travel to Kalomo to report for duty without the hoped for recruits.  By then it had 
been established that the majority of the Ngoni police in Southern Rhodesia had re-
engaged for further service or were otherwise accounted for.  Robert Codrington 
relented and Harte-Barry retraced his steps to return with  seventy five recruits in July 
1903.18 

Colonel Harding, mindful of his experience at Fort Jameson, proposed that twenty 
five Sikhs be recruited to replace the white NCOs in the Barotse Native Police.  He 
believed that African police, noting the difference in status between officers and white 
NCOs, were inclined to treat the latter with insufficient respect.  His proposal was 
approved by the High Commissioner in 1903 but was never implemented.  Coryndon 
had thought the plan an excellent one and also considered it important that the native 
police should not be entirely recruited in the country in which they were to serve.  He 
later came to the view that Africans were likely to show even less deference to Indian 
than to European NCOs.19
  
The original uniform of the Barotse Native Police was a blue unlined serge frock or 
jacket as worn by the European troopers of the British South Africa Police.  This had 
two patch pockets fastened with brass buttons and five brass buttons down the front.  
The blue shoulder straps were also secured by brass buttons.  White cotton 
knickerbockers reaching just below the knee were worn by native police with no 
puttees or footwear.  Photographs in Colonel Harding's book "In Remotest 
Barotseland" of native police with Macaulay and Lucas at Fort Monze, and with 



Harding's patrol up the Kabompo, show them wearing blue field service caps.  Later 
photographs, including one of a parade at Kalomo under Major Carden, show the 
black or blue pillbox cap depicted in a water colour by Major A B Cree, but with a 
black tassel reaching to the right shoulder.  Another photograph in "In Remotest 
Barotseland" shows native police at a kit inspection wearing light khaki smocks and 
long shorts with field service caps of the same shade and material.  According to the 
War Office publication "The Land Forces of the British Colonies and Protectorates 
(Revised 1905)", drill order consisted of a khaki drill tunic or jumper of the Zululand 
Police pattern, khaki knickerbockers and a red fez.  Ammunition was carried in a 
brown leather bandolier and native police wore brown leather waist belts and bayonet 
frogs.  They were armed with the Martini-Henry rifle.  For marching order, a cavalry 
pattern mess tin, canvas haversack, a water bottle, clothes brush and waterproof 
cape were issued.

Sergeant Macaulay and Trooper Lucas are shown at Monze in 1900 wearing blue 
patrol jackets with no buttons visible, and blue field service caps.  Macaulay wears 
white breeches and khaki puttees.  Lucas has dark khaki breeches and either dark 
puttees or leather gaiters.  Both wear ankle boots and spurs.  Photographs taken at 
Kalomo in about 1902 show European non-commissioned ranks wearing khaki 
slouch hats with the brim turned up on the left and what is probably a blue pugree, 
blue serge frocks like those of the native police, and brown leather Sam Browne belts 
with one brace over the right shoulder.  One sergeant-major wears white breeches 
and the others khaki.  All wear blue puttees with ankle boots and spurs.  Rank 
badges, in what appears to be gold lace, are worn on the right arm only.  Two have a 
crown on the right forearm, one a four bar chevron point upwards on the forearm, and 
one a three bar chevron point downwards on the upper arm surmounted by crown.  In 
fact they appear to wear the uniform of the British South Africa Police from which they 
were seconded.  All European members of the Barotse Native Police were mounted 
and had blue cavalry cloaks. 

Major Carden is shown in two photographs wearing light khaki breeches and leather 
gaiters with spiral strapping, ankle boots and spurs.  He wears a khaki drill frock with 
turn-down collar and very small buttons.  He has the same slouch hat as the NCOs 
and a Sam Browne belt with sword.  He appears to be wearing collar badges, the 
only one to do so.  None wear shoulder titles.  The first badge of the Barotse native 
Police was the lion with a tusk in its right paw from the arms of the British South 
Africa Company.  This badge was stamped on the buttons over the letters B N P.20

The Barotse Native Police had two .303 Maxim machine guns with pack saddles and 
tripods.  The tripods were manufactured at the Railway Workshops at Umtali in 
Southern Rhodesia.  For transport there were five horses, two mules, eight donkeys 
and three large "American" wagons with 54 oxen21.  During 1902 thirty two camels 
were sent up to North-Western Rhodesia by the British South Africa Company for use 
as transport by the police and administration.



The salary of the Commandant was £650 per annum.  Maj Carden received £455 or 
£500 when acting as Commandant.  All European personnel received free rations, 
uniform, equipment, horse, saddlery and forage, together with pay as follows : -
Inspector (Captain)           25 Shillings a day,
Sub-Inspector (Lieutenant)    17     "     "  " , 
Regimental Sergeant-Major     10     "     "  " ,
Company Sergeant-Major         9     "     "  " ,
Sergeant                       8     "     "  " ,
Corporal                       7     "     "  " ,
Trooper                        6     "     "  " .
Of this one shilling a day was witheld from NCOs and troopers as deferred pay, 
giving a man £36.10s on completion of his two year engagement.  European NCOs 
and troopers who re-engaged for a further two years service were paid an additional 
shilling a day.  Pay in the Barotse Native Police was between a shilling a day, for a 
trooper, and five shillings a day, for an inspector, higher than for the British South 
Africa Police in Southern Rhodesia.

Native police received free uniform and equipment.  Their pay was:-
Sergeants;   15s  0d   a month in the first year of service,
Corporals;   12s  6d   "   "    "  "    "     "   "    "   ,
Privates ;   10s  0d   "   "    "  "    "     "   "    "   .
Two weeks leave on full pay was granted on completion of twelve months service.  In 
the second year of service pay for all native ranks was increased by two shillings and 
sixpence a month.  On re-engagement for a further two years the increment was five 
shillings a month.  Each man received free rations of 2lbs of beef each week, meal 
and salt.22

Lewanika was concerned over the delay in settling his borders with Angola.  Slavers 
were still operating with impunity to the north of Lealui and the Bakwengari, well 
armed with Martini-Henry rifles were said to be raiding on the Kwando River to the 
west.  Coryndon could see that the value of British protection must be in doubt.  He 
pointed out to the British Government that if the Administration did not take some 
action the Lozi would, which would increase the likelihood of a clash with the 
Portuguese.  On 10 August 1902 Major Carden with RSM Toulson, Hospital 
Sergeant-Major Byas, Sgt Worringham, 105 native police and 250 carriers left Lealui.  
Accompanied by 1,500 Lozi warriors they marched 175 miles west to the Kwando.  
Hampered by swamps and unsatisfactory guides, they passed burnt villages from 
which the people had fled.  Finally they reached a kraal erected by the Bakwengari 
Chief.  600 rounds of ammunition were found within the stockade which Carden 
burnt.  Shortage of food compelled him to return to Lealui which was reached on 20 
October after an 800 mile round trip.  It was planned to complete the operation during 
the next dry season without the mass of friendly warriors which had delayed the 
march, eaten up the little remaining food in the countryside and, it was thought, 
discouraged the local inhabitants from emerging from their hiding places.23  



In May 1902 Harding had been required to interrupt his leave to return to Cape Town 
to meet Lewanika and his entourage and escort them back to England, where the 
Litunga was to attend the Coronation of King Edward VII.  Harding clearly enjoyed 
this task.  He and Lewanika arrived back in Barotseland on 26 November 1902, 
being met at Kazungula by Robert Coryndon and  a guard of honour of police.  The 
Administrator expressed his entire satisfaction at the smart and soldierlike 
appearance of men on parade.  He said he "thoroughly appreciated the great amount 
of work which it has entailed to bring the Corps to this state of efficiency."  In London, 
Joseph Chamberlain, Secretary of State for the Colonies, had expressed regret to 
Lewanika that no detachment of the Barotse Native Police had been included in the 
Coronation contingents, which is ironic as the Colonial Office had turned down 
Coryndon's suggestion that Lewanika be accompanied by 20 members of the Force.
24

After accompanying Lewanika back to Lealui, Harding  returned to headquarters at 
Kalomo and resumed command of his force.  He brought with him lieutenants H M 
Stennett, who had served in South Africa with the Imperial Yeomanry, and G H 
Hamilton, late Imperial Light Horse,  Troop Sergeant-Major Bowley and sergeants H 
C Ingles and G H Nicholls from the BSAP to reinforce the 5 officers, 3 white NCOs 
and 222 native police.  The Commandant was impressed by the advances made in 
his absence and found, "They were now a well disciplined body of men and their drill 
and general appearance were everything that could be desired."  It appears from a 
photograph that the Barotse Native Police, although not mounted, drilled like cavalry 
in single rank.  No doubt their white instructors from the British South Africa Police 
were responsible for this custom.  Harding related that when he assumed command 
of a British infantry battalion in 1915, he knew only cavalry drill.25

There had been complaints that African members of the Force were inclined to be 
overbearing towards the local population when travelling unaccompanied by an 
officer or white NCO.  On 23 February 1903 Col Harding issued Regimental Order 
No.1 stating that personnel going on leave should go in uniform but unarmed.26

On 26 February Harding, Carden, 2 other officers and 100 African police left Kalomo 
for the Mashukulumbwe country where Chief Sachekalomo complained of raiding by 
Mininya.  Mininya having been fined a number of cattle, Carden continued to patrol 
the area while Harding with Lt Hamilton and police from Nkala crossed the Kafue with 
some of Lewanika's indunas and marched due East for 10 days visiting the North-
Eastern Rhodesia administrative post at Sitanda.  Although Harding appeared to be 
well received with a smart guard of North-Eastern Rhodesia Constabulary turned out 
for his inspection, Codrington later complained of an incursion which had caused the 
local inhabitants to become unsettled.  Harding maintained that he was entitled to 
patrol an area claimed by Lewanika and that the local chiefs acknowledged 
Lewanika's overlordship.  

Harding arrived back at Kalomo on 7 May 1903 having covered 900 miles and visited 



150 chiefs.  Mr Lewis, manager of the Northern Copper Co's Silver King Mine had 
asked for a police station to be opened nearby and Lt Hamilton moved his 
headquarters to a new fort at Linungwe.  When Harte-Barry returned from the north-
east he confirmed that all was calm in the area through which Harding had passed.27   

In his annual report in April 1903 Coryndon wrote that the corps had been maintained 
at nearly the authorised strength of three hundred and that there had been great 
progress in its training in drill and routine duties, musketry, signalling, improving 
physique by gymnastic exercises etc.  A bugle band had been formed.  He reported 
that the Barotse Native Police was thoroughly well grounded and, "an exceedingly 
smart and soldierly force, of great service in supporting the authority of civil officials, 
most of whom are situated at scattered and isolated stations throughout the 
country."28

In July 1903 Robert Coryndon and Colonel Harding had to return to England to assist 
the Anglo-Portuguese Boundary Commission.  In the event the boundaries were 
settled in Europe by the King of Italy who merely drew straight lines on the map.  The 
Portuguese were confirmed in their occupation of much land over  which Lewanika, 
rightly in Harding's opinion, claimed suzerainty.  A further expedition against the 
Bakwangari was now out of the question, although the King of Italy's decision opened 
the way for the establishment of administrative posts at Balovale and Mwinilunga in 
1907-08.  Plans to station an officer and 25 African police at Kabompo were shelved 
for  reasons of economy.29    

Maj Carden was due for leave in October 1903 and it was planned that Capt Harte-
Barry should then act as Commandant until Col Harding's return.  However on 4 
September Carden found Harte-Barry drunk at Mala, the local natives unsettled  and 
the camp in a disgraceful state.  Harte-Barry chose to resign rather than face 
disciplinary action.  Due to a shortage of grain around Kalomo the main body of the 
Force had been temporarily moved to Mala in May leaving only the Pay and 
Quartermaster, Lieutenant  Byas, now commissioned after doing the job since 
November 1902, a white sergeant and a few African police at Kalomo.  On 1 August 
1903 Sub-Inspector F A Hodson BSAP had been seconded to the Barotse Native 
Police as Captain and Adjutant.   Hodson, Byas and RSM Toulson had all served 
under Carden at Monze, as had Quartermaster Sergeant Worringham.  Hodson 
being judged by Harding to have insufficient experience, Captain C L D Monro BSAP 
was sent up to act as Commandant when Carden left.30
   
By 12 November 1903 the main body was back at Kalomo and the Force was 
distributed as follows:-
Kalomo  : Maj Monro, Capt Hodson, Lt Byas, RSM Toulson, QMS Worringham, 
Orderly Room Sergeant Watherston, C/Sgt Nicholls, drill instructor, 5 native 
sergeants, 12 corporals, 82 privates, 10 buglers and 3 prison warders.
Linungwe: Lt Hamilton, a native sergeant, 3 corporals, 36 privates and a bugler;
Nkala   : Lt O'Sullevan, 2 native corporals, 22 privates and a bugler;



Kasempa : Lt Stennett, C/Sgt Ingles, a native sergeant, 6 corporals, 27 privates and 
a bugler;
Kaunga  : Lt Jameson, a native sergeant, 3 corporals, 22 privates and a bugler
Lealui  : 1 native sergeant and 9 privates;
Tshete (Sesheke): 1 native corporal and 5 privates
Sejoba's (Walker's Drift) on the Zambezi: 1 N/Cpl and 4 ptes;
Victoria Falls: Sgt Valentine Johnson, 1 N/Cpl and 6 ptes.31
Lt J J O'Sullevan had joined the Barotse Native Police on 12 August 1903.  J W Dale 
Jameson had served as an officer in the Imperial Yeomanry and came to North-
Western Rhodesia as Clerk Controller in July 1902, being lent to the BNP in mid-July 
1903.  Quarter-Master Sergeant Worringham was about to be commissioned and by 
1 January 1904 had taken over from O'Sullevan at Nkala where he also acted as 
District Commissioner.  By 16 July 2Lt Worringham had transferred to the Civil 
Administration but continued in charge of the police at Nkala assisted by C/Sgt 
Nicholls.  Lt Stennett acted as DC at Kasempa when Macaulay was posted to Lealui 
in January 1904.  Lt O'Sullevan was posted to Kaunga when Lt Jameson was 
invalided to Kalomo where he died of dysentry on 7 July.32

The estimates for 1903/4 provided for civilian staff for the Force of 11 interpreters at 
£6 a year each, 3 wagon drivers at £22 each, 3 wagon leaders at £8, and 40 camp 
hands and 16 horse and herd boys at £3 a year each.33

On 22 May 1904 Edward Davies, foreman at a quarry near Kalomo, got drunk and 
fired at African workers with his revolver mortally wounding one Samazonga who was 
trying to retrieve his blankets thrown close to the fire by the white man.  Davies was 
still drunk when arrested by RSM Toulson and Sgt Lethbridge.  On 8 July Davies was 
convicted of manslaughter and sentenced to two years imprisonment after claiming to 
have acted in self defence.34

Harding arrived back at Kalomo on 26 June 1904 and Monro left for Southern 
Rhodesia two days later.  Carden came back from leave and left on 6 July to recruit 
in North-Eastern Rhodesia.  Coryndon had returned in May and, on 18 July  left to 
visit Lewanika escorted by Capt Hodson and 25 African police.  They returned by 
river arriving at Kalomo on 8 October.  While acting as Administrator Hugh Marshall 
Hole had suggested that an officer be stationed at Mongu and the detachment 
increased to 25 men which would be more impressive at the Litunga's capital.  
Lewanika had been ill with heart trouble and Hole was concerned should he die and 
there be a dispute as to the succession.35

Early in 1904 the Native Commissioner for the Kafue District, A C Anderson, sent a 
messenger to call a man to give evidence at a trial.  The messenger was assaulted at 
Malimbeka.  Anderson called for assistance from Lieutenants Hamilton and Fowler 
and their detachment at Linungwe.  The village was surrounded at dawn and the 
headman and several suspects arrested.  A fine of 1,600lbs of grain was imposed on 
the village.  On delivery of the grain the headman was released.



On 21 August Colonel Harding set out from Kalomo on a tour of inspection.  On 14 
September 1904 he left Linungwe to meet Field Marshal Lord Roberts at Victoria 
Falls.  Only two miles from the fort Harding was mauled by a lion and was laid up for 
six weeks.  He was initially treated by a doctor from a nearby mission station, while 
Sgt John Norton, his "Cape Boy" orderly, was sent to Kalomo to fetch the 
Government Medical Officer.36

Lord Roberts was greeted at Victoria Falls on 21st September by Coryndon and a 
guard of honour and the bugle band  of  the Barotse Native Police under the 
command of Lt O'Sullevan.  Roberts went on to inspect the police camp and watch 
the detachment being put through its paces at drill by Sgt Ramanzera.  The Field 
Marshal wrote to O'Sullevan, "I congratulate you heartily on the efficient condition of 
your men.  Their turnout, steadiness and precision on parade excited my admiration".  
A photograph of the event shows the police wearing khaki drill short sleeved jumpers 
and shorts with a black fez and tassel and O'Sullevan in khaki with a Wolseley 
helmet.37  

Maj Carden reached Kalomo from Fort Jameson on 21 November with 123 recruits 
and the wives of 95 of them.  Of the North-Western Rhodesia Africans, it was said,  
while the Lozi did not take to military discipline, the Batoka, once a slave race, were 
not respected by their fellow Africans and  were troublesome.38

The Railway had reached Victoria Falls on 24th April 1904, reducing the journey time 
from Bulawayo to twelve hours.  On the wagon road the same journey had taken ten 
to twelve days by Doel Zeederberg's coach service.  Zeederberg now moved this 
service north to run between the Falls and Kalomo.

F J "Mopani" Clarke had set up a store and hotel at the "Old Drift", on the North Bank 
of the Zambezi, at some time between 1896 and 1898, and become the first settler in 
the Victoria Falls area.  By the end of 1902 the European population of the district 
was nineteen, including four children.  The first white woman, Mrs Tulloch, had 
arrived in 1901.  Most lived at the Old Drift.  Frank Sykes, the District Commissioner, 
considered the site  unhealthy, as is witnessed by the cemetery there.  He moved his 
office some five miles away to where the town of Livingstone still stands, and built 
himself a brick house there.  The police station remained at the Old Drift.  It was there 
that Henry Rangely, the first magistrate in North-Western Rhodesia, held his court 
when visiting the district.

In November 1904 Livingstone Township was marked out.  On 23rd February 1905 
the first sale of stands was held.  The settlers were reluctant to move up from the Old 
Drift, but its            means of livelihood as the landing place for all stores from the 
South, was lost with the completion on 1st April 1905 of the Falls Railway Bridge over 
the Zambezi.  Construction took only nine weeks and cost the lives of one European 
and one African workman.  To celebrate the completion of the bridge a grand regatta 



was held on the river in which Lt O'Sullevan rowed in the North-Western Rhodesia 
crew.39

O'Sullevan handed over command of the new 25 man detachment at Livingstone to 
2/Lt T A G Budgen.  Sgt Johnson had left the Falls by July 1904.  His duties were 
assumed in June 1904 by Constable W T T B G Foley who was appointed Gaoler, 
Magistrate's Clerk and Sanitary Superintendent in October.  Sgt H A Burdett had 
arrived from the Southern Rhodesia Constabulary in September and was made 
responsible, under Foley, for the policework at the Falls and process serving 
throughout the Territory.  Unlike Johnson these two were not members of the Barotse 
Native Police but came under the Law Department as the North-Western Rhodesia 
Constabulary.  In September 1905 Constable Thomas Cathcart was posted to 
Kalomo for civil police duties, to act as Magistrate's Clerk there and superintend 
sanitation.40

In 1905 there were 71 European officials in North-Western Rhodesia - 31 in the 
District Administration, 18 police, 4 judicial, 2 medical officers, 12 technical (accounts, 
mines and lands officers) and the balance higher administrative.  The strength of the 
Barotse Native Police was 11 Officers, 7 British NCOs and 300 natives.  The 
Administrator reported, "The natives are agricultural people, particularly tractable and 
law abiding.  A bigger police force is not necessary, especially because of the 
Railway."41

The establishment was now the Commandant, Major, 2 captains, QM, 3 lieutenants, 
3 sub-lieutenants, RSM, QMS, ORSM, a Drill instructor, 4 white sergeants, 2 native 
sergeants-major, 3 native sergeants, 35 corporals and 200 privates, a substantial 
reduction on that suggested in the original estimate.  £50 was allowed for bicycles 
and 7 grain traders were added to the civilian staff.  Col Harding pointed out that 
expenditure on the Force in the year ending 31 March 1905 was more than £3,000 
under budget.  At Kalomo four new barrack rooms, 4 stores, a stable, carpenters 
shop and regimental office had all been built by native artisans under the supervision 
of the HQ officers.42

There were rumours of plots against Lewanika in Barotseland.  Maj Carden left for 
Lealui on 10 March 1905 with S/Lt Watherston and 25 men made available by the 
closure of Kaunga.  If the situation allowed, Carden was to leave Watherston and the 
detachment at Lealui and go on to Kasempa to relieve Lt Stennett who was due for 
leave.  This is what occurred as all was quiet at Lealui.  On 7 March a white NCO had 
left to conduct 23 time expired police to Mwomboshi for repatriation to their homes in 
North-Eastern Rhodesia.  So many of the first men recruited from there were now 
time expired that the troops at Kalomo were almost all untrained or half trained 
recruits.  At Harding's suggestion Coryndon got the High Commissioner to agree that 
up to 60 recruits under training at any one time should not count against the 
establishment.  This did not solve the immediate problem and the men sent to Lealui 
and those involved in the operation next described were almost all raw recruits.  As 



Harding pointed out it was as well that their steadiness was not put to the test.43 

An African Poll Tax had been authorised by Government Notice No.9 of 31st 
Decmber 1900 with the consent of the Litunga, who was to receive a percentage of 
the money collected in the area under his suzerainty.  Collection did not commence 
until 1904 and then in Batokaland only.  Following reports that one of Umgailla's 
headmen had refused to come in to Shaloba when summoned by the District 
Commissioner, A M Dale, and of refusal to pay tax in Chief Robompo's area, Capt 
Hodson was sent out on 7 March 1905 with RSM Toulson, 75 men and a Maxim.  Col 
Harding followed four days later.  On hearing that the column had left Kalomo the 
recalcitrant headman had hurried to report to Andrew Dale so the troops went on to 
Kaunga where G A MacGregor was Assistant District Commissioner.44  

  In his last book, "Far Bugles", Harding quoted from his diary of this time:-

"Arrived at Robompo's Kraal at 4.30 p.m., distance 22 miles.  We found the cattle 
grazing close at hand and the natives sitting grimly at their kraals.  On pitching Camp, 
Robompo, the Chief, was sent for, and eventually arrived with some of his people, 
bringing with them several baskets of grain as presents.  Robompo was asked if he 
had his hut tax ready, but he replied in the negative and said he had no money to 
pay.  He was told that if he did not pay the money his kraal would be burnt and cattle 
sent to Kohunga till the tax due to the Government was paid.  A guard was put over 
the cattle and the Chief slept (without irons) with the main guard."

"I am of the opinion that the people here have no money and, therefore, cannot pay 
the tax due.  The women and men all wear skins and you hardly see a piece of calico 
amongst them."

"I again saw Robompo this morning early, with the Assistant District Commissioner.  
Apparently 'Robompo' himself and a few others had already paid their tax levy on a 
former occasion.  Robompo still adhered to his statement of last night that the people 
had no money, and that when traders bought his cattle they gave blankets for them 
and no money."

"After searching the huts and securing all assegais and guns, I, acting on the wish of 
the Assistant District Commissioner, proceeded to burn the kraal and three other 
smaller kraals under this chief close by."

The hut of the chief was pointed out and as he had paid his tax I did not burn it, but 
eventually it was ignited by sparks from the neighbouring huts.  However I secured 
another man's hut which was handed over to the chief.  The people offered no 
resistance, in fact, a more friendly lot of natives I have not seen for a long time.  The 
cattle (about 15 in number) were collected and eventually sent to Kohunga.  A lot of 
assegais and fowls were found."  Kohunga was Kaunga north-east of Mazabuka, 
MacGregor's headquarters.



"Received a despatch from Captain Hodson, dated April 5th.  He is well and still 
burning kraals.  The natives offer no resistance, but still say they have no money."

Harding had arrived back at Kalomo on 4 April and the following day Hodson sent 
Toulson back with 35 men.  Capt Hodson with Cpl Pilkington, the Maxim and 40 
African police remained out until 19 May. In all 620 huts were destroyed.    

Harding had already contacted the High Commissioner in South Africa direct to 
obtain instructions concerning hut burning.  A wire was now received back from Lord 
Selborne ruling against such punitive action against tax defaulters.  The Chartered 
Company, which had the problem of financing the administration, and Coryndon, the 
Administrator, were not at all pleased with the result, or method, of Harding's appeal 
which should have been sent through Coryndon.  One has the impression that 
Harding and Coryndon never got on particularly well and that, after his long periods 
of standing in for Coryndon, Harding did not find it easy to readjust to his subordinate 
position.  He must have found it particularly galling to have to take instructions from 
such a junior representative of the Civil Power as an assistant district commissioner.  
In fact the huts destroyed were merely structures of branches and grass and 
Harding's concern was as much that the sanction was ineffective  as that it was 
inhumane.  MacGregor went so far as to claim that Harding had suggested his men 
should fire on the defaulters, but this the Commandant strongly refuted.  MacGregor's 
later behaviour belies his reliability as a witness.45

Lewanika was suspicious of the BSA Company.  Since accepting protection he had 
lost land and subjects to the Portuguese and, as he saw it,  the Company's 
administration in North-Eastern Rhodesia, and was losing influence in Batokaland.  
He trusted Harding who had looked after him well in England.  Coryndon and the 
Company felt they were too close.  In September 1903 Harding's salary had been 
raised to £800 a year.  On his way back to North-Western Rhodesia in June 1904 he 
had been informed of a reduction to £600 although no one had voiced any criticism to 
him in the many months he was in London.  The Acting Administrator, Marshall Hole, 
had reported that Lewanika had told him that he knew Coryndon and Worthington, 
Secretary for Native Affairs, were trying to take his country from him and added 
"Colonel Harding is my only friend".  Long before the hut burning controversy the 
Company and Coryndon were resolved to get rid of Harding.46

Meanwhile Harding got on with his job.  On 23 June 1905 he set out from Kalomo 
with Lt Seymour, on a tour of inspection.  First visiting Lt O'Sullevan at Shaloba, 90 
miles north-north-west of Kalomo and 5 miles from the Kafue, where the 25 man 
garrison had been moved from Nkala in 1904, they went on to Lealui.  From there 
Harding took Lt Watherston and 20 of his 25 men to Shelenda to give them a change 
from garrison life.  Shelenda was on the Mombesi River, 330 miles north-east of 
Lealui, north-west of Kasempa from where Maj Carden had moved all but four of the 
garrison so as to be in a better position  to put down the trade in guns and powder 



from Angola for slaves and rubber from North-Western Rhodesia, and to protect the 
mine at Kansanshi 60 miles to the North-West.  Harding and Seymour went back to 
Lealui with Watherston before returning to Kalomo via Victoria Falls.47

Having completed two years as ADC to the High Commissioner in South Africa, 
Lieutenant Lord Henry Seymour, Grenadier Guards, was seconded to the Barotse 
Native Police from 1st May until 29th October 1905.  He obviously liked Africa.  The 
outbreak of war in 1914 found him  commanding the Mounted Infantry Company of 
the Nigeria Regiment.  After serving in the Cameroons Campaign, Seymour returned 
to the Grenadiers in France and by the end of 1916 was a Brigadier-General.

The railway would soon reach Broken Hill (now Kabwe).  Coryndon drew up a 
scheme to reduce the Barotse Native Police to a tiny administrative headquarters at 
Kalomo with detachments, each of 2 officers, a white sergeant and 75 African police, 
at Shelenda and Kabompo in the far North-West.  Elsewhere, he reasoned. the 
Peace could be maintained by district messengers who would be given some 
firearms training.  The white male population would be encouraged to join the Rifle 
Association he established on 25 September 1905.  In the event of serious 
disturbances reinforcements could be sent up by rail from Southern Rhodesia.  Two 
officers and two white NCOs would be employed as "inspectors of civil messengers" 
and most of the remainder offered civil employment.  In March 1906 the Pay & 
Quartermaster, Capt Byas was given the additional appointment of Ordnance Officer 
for the Territory with responsibility, not only for the arms and equipment of the police 
and rifle association, but all Government Stores.

Clearly the  reduced Barotse Native Police would not merit a lieutenant colonel as 
Commandant and   Colin Harding submitted his resignation on 27 October 1905 
although he assisted with the reorganisation until leaving on 31st March 1906.  He 
always mistakenly maintained that the proposed economies were merely window 
dressing to justify getting rid of him.  After his return to England there were questions 
in Parliament about Harding's treatment, but these seem to have been designed to 
secure him fresh employment rather than to highlight mistreatment of the native 
population by the British South Africa Company's Administration.48
     
In 1909 Colin Harding became a district commissioner on the Gold Coast (now 
Ghana).  In August 1914 he was on leave and helped to raise the 2nd King Edward's 
Horse from colonials in London.  He accompanied the regiment to France becoming 
Second in Command before, at the age of 52, being appointed to the command of 
the 15th (2nd Birmingham) Battalion, The Royal Warwickshire Regiment.  Colonel 
Harding  commanded this battalion at the Front until appendicitis caused him to be 
invalided home.   In 1917 Harding was back on the Gold Coast as a Provincial 
Commissioner and a member of the Legislative Council.  Colonel Colin Harding CMG 
DSO returned home finally in 1921.

For reasons unknown Harding had suggested Hodson as more suitable than Major 



Carden to be Commandant of the reduced Force and the High Commissioner made 
the appointment, in the rank of major, at the Company's request.  Carden had gone 
on leave prior to Harding's departure and was due to return to the BSAP.  The 
Southern Rhodesian authorities would give no guarantee of reinforcements in an 
emergency.  The BSAP had also been cut for reasons of economy and any 
assistance would depend on the situation in their own Territory.  At the instance of 
Lord Elgin, Secretary of State for the Colonies,   the High Commissioner ordered on 
12 May 1906 that the Barotse Native Police  be restored to its previous strength.  
Lord  Selborne complained that Coryndon had made cuts prematurely.  Chastened, 
Coryndon arranged with Codrington for recruiting to recommence in North-Eastern 
Rhodesia, some time expired Africans re-engaged and a few recruits were found 
locally.49  

In the area which passed from the administration of North-Eastern Rhodesia to 
North-Western Rhodesia in 1905 were 40 members of the North-Eastern 
Constabulary under Sergeant-Major David at Mwomboshi and 10 each at Ndola, 
Sitanda and Mkushi.  These men had been left at their Bomas and Coryndon had 
intended that they should form part of his new force of armed messengers.  In the 
interim they were to be designated North-Western Rhodesia Constabulary like the 
civil police.  On 24 January 1906 when Lt Budgen left for Mwomboshi to return a draft 
of time expired Barotse Native Police he had instructions to train the Constabulary 
there for their new role.  These men were now absorbed into the BNP.50

Hodson loyally agreed to stand down, and, on return from leave on 1 November 
1906,  John Carden was appointed Commandant of the Barotse Native Police, with 
the rank of lieutenant colonel at a salary of £600 a year.  Major  Hodson was formally 
appointed Second in Command on 27th November 1906.    

On 17 July 1906 Lewanika formally announced the abolition of slavery in Barotseland 
in the presence of a huge crowd together with 40 white officials, missionaries and 
traders.  The police detachment at Lealui had been reinforced.  Capt O'Sullevan,  Lt 
Ingles and 45 men marched through the Khotla to a bugle march, formed up in front 
of the Litunga and gave the 'General Salute' before taking up position behind the 
spectators, while the proclamation was read.  Most labour in Barotseland had been 
performed by slaves although the Lozi had ceased acquiring slaves some ten years 
earlier.  It was some consolation to the masters that they would not have to pay hut 
tax for their former slaves.51

On 27 September 1906, 69 Bemba recruits arrived at Kalomo from North-Eastern 
Rhodesia although 13 proved unsuitable and were discharged.  The bugle band was 
to have been abolished under Coryndon's reductions but in November 1906 was 
converted to a drum and fife band with 13 fifes, 1 bass drum, 4 side drums, cymbals 
and a triangle.  On 12th March 1907 the strength of the Force was 11 officers, 6 white 
non-commissioned officers and 294 Native NCOs and men, almost entirely recruited 
from North-Eastern Rhodesia.  The Commandant reported, "The force is at present a 



military one, maintained for the purpose of defence and the occasional escort of civil 
officials.  Headquarters are at Kalomo, and garrisons are also maintained at 
Shelenda, Mumbwa and Lealui.  At Mumbwa they perform a few duties as civil 
police".  An increase in the live ammunition allowed for annual musketry training from 
60 to 120 rounds per man produced 10 marksmen.  A satisfactory number of time 
expired men had reengaged for further service.  Sgts Chenungu and Chipangwazi 
were each granted four months leave on re-engaging for a fifth year.52

The construction of the railway bridge over the Kafue involved 50 whites and 
attracted a floating European population including women.  A white mounted 
constable and 4 native constables were posted there.  Native constables were 
recruited for the North-Western Rhodesia Constabulary from the Barotse Native 
Police.  They worked unarmed except when being drilled by their white superiors.  
There were 5 native constables at Livingstone and 4 at Kalomo.  In the year ending 
12 July 1907 12 whites, 2 Asians and 44 Africans appeared before the magistrate at 
Kalomo and all but 6 were convicted.  At Kafue 2 whites and 33 Africans were 
prosecuted and at Livingstone 17 whites, 1 Asian and 12 Africans.  There was said to 
be a rough white element which made its headquarters  at Livingstone prone to the 
meaner type of crime and requiring constant supervision.  A gaol had been 
completed at Livingstone to accommodate 4 Europeans and 20 Africans.  Strict 
enforcement of the Alien Natives Proclamation was required because of thefts in 
towns by Africans from Blantyre, Nyasaland and the West Coast of Africa.  On 24 
September 1906 two Mashukulumbwe were hanged for separate murders.  These 
were the first executions in North-Western Rhodesia under the Company's 
administration.  The magistrate at Kasempa only had to try 4 cases, all of witchcraft.
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Coryndon now left the Territory on appointment as Resident  Commissioner in 
Swaziland.  On 1st June 1907 the new Administrator, Robert Codrington, arrived 
overland on transfer from North-Eastern Rhodesia.  He was on the train south to 
meet the High Commissioner in South Africa when he received reports at Livingstone 
of two incidents which caused him to delay his journey.

On 8 June 1907, C J McNamara, Collector for Buni-Kariba, heard that a number of 
young tax defaulters were living high in the hills on the Musua River, raiding law-
abiding villages to steal stock and grain.  He sent 6 messengers to investigate.  They 
were driven off, one being stabbed in the leg.  MacGregor, the District Commissioner, 
took out more messengers who were met with shouts of defiance, arrows, assegais 
and gunfire.  MacGregor fired twice and the enemy withdrew.  A patrol of 25 police 
under Lieutenant F S James was sent by rail to Magoye and marched to join 
MacGregor who had raised a force of 100 tribesmen.  James patrolled the hills until 
14 August.  14 tax defaulters were arrested and each sentenced  to a month's 
imprisonment with hard labour and a witchdoctor was brought back to Kalomo for 
trial.  One man was shot dead by a policeman he had wounded with an assegai.  24 
women and 58 children were found abandoned and fed and cared for.  The 
punishment for tax evasion was now a fine of £5 or three months imprisonment with 



hard labour.54

In early June Lt Fowler had returned to Mumbwa from a posting at Shelenda.  On the 
night of 22 June he left his quarters, 150 yards from the African police lines, informing 
Sergeant-Major Newitt that he would fire a shot for a practice alarm.  Newitt advised 
him that the normal procedure was to fire two shots, but Fowler persisted in firing 
only one.  When he reached the guard house Fowler found the sentry, 787 Pte 
Chandalala, had not called out the guard although some off duty men had turned out 
and appeared uncertain what to do.  Fowler snatched Chandalala's rifle and struck 
him on the arm with it, while berating him in front of his comrades.  In the morning 
Chandalala attempted suicide by shooting himself in the neck.  Sgt-Maj Newitt 
attended to the injured man, a Mswaka from Mwomboshi, as his fellow tribesmen 
would not let Fowler near him. On the advice of N/Sgt Mwachandi, Fowler returned to 
his quarters.  Three Mswaka tried to obtain ammunition but were prevented by the 
guard.  They then advanced on Fowler's house with their bayonets but were 
disarmed by Ngoni comrades.55

Heaton Nicholls was Collector at Mumbwa, although overdue for leave.  He reported 
on 6 July that he had heard Mashukulumbwe discussing a plot to refuse to pay tax 
and murder all the whites in the Territory.  He had alerted Lt Fowler who had informed 
him that his troops were unreliable.  Lt Col  Carden left Kalomo on 7 July with 50 men 
to replace the garrison at Mumbwa.  On arrival he found no sign of unrest in the area 
and the garrison manning the fort in good order.  Lt Fowler resigned  and, after an 
inquiry, left the Territory with Nicholls on 14 August.  The Mswaka were discharged.  It 
was later established that Lewanika's representative among the Mushukulumbe, 
Motimosuana, was the source of the subversive talk and he was sent back to Lealui.  
Heaton Nicholls obtained a Government post in Papua but soon returned to Natal to 
farm and pursue a successful political career, being South African High 
Commissioner in London from 1944 to 1947.56

Kalomo had a reputation for being unhealthy.  A medical inspection of the 
Government township ascribed the high incidence of disease to carelessness and 
want of sensible sanitary and anti-malarial precautions.  The police camp, some 2½ 
miles away, was reported to be perfectly clean and well laid out, apart from the white 
NCOs' quarters being judged to be too close to the native police lines.  On 3 June 
1907 Codrington reported that Kalomo had been condemned.    He decided that the 
seat of government should be moved to Livingstone with effect from 31st August.  
The Headquarters and main body of the Barotse Native Police, under Lieutenant 
Colonel Carden, followed the Government to Livingstone.  Carden was appointed 
Acting Administrator of the Territory from October 1907 until February 1908 while 
Codrington was on leave.57

The site of the new police camp at Livingstone was where it remains to this day.  The 
pole and dagga barracks with earth floors and tin roofs, built by the Barotse Native 
Police, remained in use by the Depot of the Northern Rhodesia Police until it moved 



to Lilayi in 1955, leaving Livingstone Police Camp in the exclusive possession of 
those responsible for policing the town, and the headquarters of the Southern 
Division.

On 13 September 1907 Codrington issued a proposed distribution for 13 officers, 4 
British NCOs and 347 Africans of the Barotse Native Police with stations at 
Livingstone, Lealui, Kasempa and Mumbwa controlling out-stations of from 5 to 15 
African police at each Government post.  The Force was now to perform 
constabulary duty.  The largest number of out-stations, 11, came directly under 
Headquarters at Livingstone, including that at Broken Hill with 6 Africans and a British 
NCO.  Sgt Kenneth Ferguson was at Broken Hill in 1907.  The other British NCOs 
were to be at Livingstone.  A warrant of expulsion issued at Livingstone on 26 March 
1908 was addressed to Sgt Taylor BNP.  Clearly the North-Western Rhodesia 
Constabulary had been absorbed into the Barotse Native Police.  Whether Coryndon 
had wished to limit Harding's responsibilities and prestige, or had kept the civil police 
separate because a non-military force was not subject to the fiat of the High 
Commissioner, Codrington, who found fault with much of Coryndon's work, saw no 
point in two forces.58  

Codrington had two Maxims sent from Fort Jameson, where he knew they were 
surplus to the requirements of the North-Eastern Rhodesia Constabulary.  The 
Barotse Native Police now had two machine guns at Headquarters and one each at 
Mumbwa, Lealui and Kasempa, where the garrison now returned from Shelenda. 

The uniform for native police was still the khaki drill short-sleeved jumper with khaki 
shorts, and the black fez and tassel, as worn for full dress by the Northern Rhodesia 
Police throughout its history.  European officers wore khaki jackets and breeches with 
khaki puttees and brown ankle boots.  They wore white shirts with a black tie except 
in marching or drill order when a khaki patrol shirt was worn with the same tie.  A 
khaki service dress cap could be worn after sundown in place of the khaki New 
Wolseley helmet with khaki pugree.  While still at Kalomo the badge of a crested 
crane had been adopted.59

The Caprivi Strip, German territory, was unpoliced and provided a safe haven for 
white criminals from all over Southern Africa.  There was a move among the 
Europeans at Livingstone to form a force to clean them out.  Instructions were issued 
that such self-help would not be tolerated.  It was agreed that the Bechuanaland 
Police should establish a post at Kazungula while an officer and 20 BNP were 
stationed at Sesheke.  Finally, in February 1909, Hauptmann Streitwolf, with 3 
German NCOs and 14 Hottentot police, established an administrative post, soon to 
be named Schuckmannsberg, across the Zambezi from Sesheke.60

The King of Italy's award of 1906 had clarified the border in the North-West where 
Mambari slavers were operating undisturbed.  To deter them and to keep an eye on 
the mining developments an administrative post was established at Mwinilunga in 



1907 with C H Bellis as Native Commissioner.  Some years before a headman, 
Kasanga, had impeded George Grey's prospecting expedition.  When summoned to 
appear before the District Commissioner at Kasempa, Kasanga had assaulted the 
district messenger and sent him back to say that Kasanga would kill the next one 
who came.  Before any action could be taken, Kasanga had burnt his village and 
retreated across the Kabompo River into, then, disputed territory.

Bellis now located his new village and sent messengers who returned to Mwinilunga, 
saying that Kasanga had refused to accompany them and would have nothing to do 
with the Government.  Bellis set out to reason with him but was fired on from an 
ambush. Bellis and three messengers were wounded.  Bellis's right arm was 
shattered above the elbow and he was also wounded in the neck.  One messenger 
was shot in the chest.  The head messenger covered the withdrawal with Bellis's rifle.

Bellis managed to write a note to A E Copeman, District Commissioner at Kasempa, 
where the police detachment was commanded by Lt Salmon.  On 8 February 1908 
Copeman and Salmon left with 25 police covering the 240 miles to Kasanga's village 
in 10 days.  The village was well stockaded and concealed among thorn bushes.  
The party split up to find a way in.  Copeman came to a gate which could only be 
approached in single file.  He was met with a volley and 544 Corporal M'dala 
received a bullet in the shoulder.  The police opened fire and while the defenders 
were reloading their muzzleloaders, a messenger scaled the stockade and opened 
the gate.  By the time the attackers got in Kasanga and his men had fled.  He took 
refuge in Portuguese territory.  The force remained at the village for ten days during 
which a number of women and children came in who had been carried off as slaves.  
Copeman burnt the village and crops before returning to Kasempa.61

To further Government control in the North-West G A McGregor was sent up in April 
1908 to establish a new Balunda District, west of the Kabompo River.  In February 
1909 all but three of his 24 police deserted him and made their way to report to Lt 
Salmon at Kasempa.  Maj Hodson was sent to enquire into the matter.  He found 
McGregor and his white assistant washing their own clothes in a stream, their 
messengers and personal servants having also deserted.  It turned out that 
McGregor, who was suffering from piles, had indulged in harsh and injudicious 
treatment of police, messengers, servants and the public.  Three prisoners had been 
shot trying to escape and others flogged or forced to do hard labour without trial.  
McGregor was removed.62

In 1902 a prospector named Davis had discovered lead and zinc deposits at a place 
he named Broken Hill.  He had previously worked at Broken Hill in Australia.  Davis 
staked out a claim and the Rhodesia Broken Hill Development Corporation was 
formed in 1904.  The railway reached Broken Hill (now Kabwe) on 11 January 1906, 
and then stopped.  In April 1909 His Royal Highness the Crown Prince of the 
Belgians travelled by train from Victoria Falls to Broken Hill, from where he was 
escorted to the Congo Border by Capt Stennett and 20 Barotse Native Police.  In the 



same year work on the railway recommenced which brought it to Sakania in the 
Belgian Congo on 11 December 1909.

After the completion of this escort duty, for which he was made a Chevalier of the 
Order of Leopold, Stennett was appointed Acting Assistant Magistrate at Kansanshi 
for six months to replace McGregor.  The copper mine at Kansanshi owed its 
existence to a mining engineer from Aberdeen, Robert Williams, who had been 
convinced that there were valuable mineral deposits to be found north of the 
Zambezi.  With Cecil Rhodes he formed the Zambezia Exploration Company and 
Tanganyika Concessions Ltd.  On 12 January 1900 he had written to Rhodes, "It is 
with much pleasure that I have to inform you that my expedition has discovered a 
new gold field in Northern Rhodesia...  In this particular old working the natives seem 
to have worked for copper......  I believe you will now have to reconsider the direction 
in which your railway will be extended".  The Railway never reached Kansanshi but, 
since the building of the stretch from Broken Hill to Sakania, and of the Benguela 
Railway from Katanga to the West Coast, was financed by Robert Williams, one can 
assume that if he had still thought it should go via Kansanshi, it would have done so!
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The Balunda District was merged back into the Kasempa District with a total staff of a 
District Commissioner, 5 other administrative officers, and an officer, a British NCO 
and 48 Africans of the Barotse Native Police.  At the end of 1909 an elephant 
poacher, T Richardson, was murdered on the Shambila Stream in the Balovale Sub-
District, by Bemba hunters he had formerly employed.  Mr Bishop, the Assistant 
Native Commissioner, set out with his seven African police to track them down.  One, 
Chiwala, was himself murdered by his accomplices in a quarrel over Richardson's 
African concubine.  The others escaped over the border and were never brought to 
justice.64  

On 29 May 1911 there was another murder of a European in the district.  Wilhelm 
Frykberg, a Swede, had joined the Barotse Native Police in December 1905.  He left 
in 1907 to become a labour recruiter and trader.  Some Kaonde he had sent down to 
work in Southern Rhodesia died there in a smallpox epidemic.  Their relatives sought 
compensation from Frykberg without success.  Dissension spread among a party of 
recruits about to go South.  Three of them, Tumila, Topeka and Kungwana, all from 
Makabula's village, decided not to go and to kill Frykberg.  He was away, so they 
chose another Swede, Ohlund, formerly in business with Frykberg.  Ohlund worked a 
small gold claim at Shudanvwa. The three Africans went to his house one evening 
and, through the window, shot him three times in the back as he worked at his 
typewriter.  The killers then fled into the bush.

On 11 June four police and messengers came up with the gang and Pte Chasaya 
was severely wounded in both hands.  Some forty sympathisers and wanted persons 
joined the murderers in the forest. On the night of 17 June Lt F G de Satge set out 
with 15 police and 3 messengers to make a dawn attack.  The attempt at surprise 



failed.  Tumila, Topeka and Kungwana had fled leaving only five or six men and 15 
women and children to fall into the hands of the police.  Two men wanted for armed 
robbery gave themselves up.  De Satge returned to Kasempa on 27 June.  The 
murderers went north-east towards Solwezi, and then doubled back into Kapeshi's 
area near the Busanga Swamp.  From there they went north across the Kabompo.  
Here they quarrelled with their associates and two or three were killed.  Crossing the 
West Lunga another man and some women and children were drowned.  The three 
murderers and their remaining followers reached Katetandimbo's village in country 
which was later designated as part of Portuguese West Africa, but was then more or 
less Noman's Land between the two territories.

Here they settled down, believing themselves safe from pursuit.  However word of 
their whereabouts reached Kasempa.  Katetandimbo was offered a reward of £20, 
enormous wealth when the usual wage of an African was five or ten shillings a 
month.  In order to maintain surprise no white man or police went near.  Head 
Messenger Kanyakala and eight other messengers went to the village.  With 
Katetandimbo's co-operation they took the three murderers without resistance.  
Tumila confessed to an earlier murder.  A few years before, when himself a district 
messenger, he had robbed and killed an African hawker near Kasempa.

After trial and conviction Tumila, Topeka and Kungwana were hanged outside 
Kasempa Prison on 11 November 1912, in the presence of a crowd which included 
all the chiefs of the District and a large number of headmen who were called in from 
their villages to witness the execution.  Chief Ingwe and Sub-Chief Kapeshi had 
previously been sentenced to long terms of imprisonment for failing to come forward 
with information about the whereabouts of the killers.65

Life was more civilised on the line of rail where civil police  work was now being 
performed on a permanent basis.  At Livingstone eight native NCOs and men were 
employed as town police by 1910, under Sergeant-Major Coote, who also acted as 
prosecutor.  A European sergeant in charge of a detachment at Broken Hill was also 
"responsible for patrolling the town".  It was intended to place a similar detachment at 
Ndola the following year.  The Bwana Mkubwa Mine was now in operation there.66

The following circular was issued from the Public Prosecutor's office at Livingstone in 
1909:-

 "Prisoners' Escort - Removal Warrant - Prisoner's Property"
 

"it is most essential that any prisoners (white or black) sent down country should be 
in charge of a proper escort throughout the whole journey to their destination.  An 
instance occurred sometime back of a prisoner being put on a train with no escort at 
all: there was nothing to prevent him slipping off at the first convenient halt or 
slowing down and escaping into the bush.  With the escort must also go the 
Removal Warrant, so that the jail authorities at prisoner's place of destination may 



have the necessary knowledge as to why he has been sent thither and the 
necessary authority to detain him."

"Prisoner's property, if of a portable character, should also be sent with the escort.  
It will be handed over to the jail authorities with the prisoner and a receipt therefor 
given to the escort.  When a prisoner is released, his portable property should be 
handed over to him and this cannot be done if it is not at the place where the 
prisoner obtains his release.  Also it may be that the prisoner has been given the 
option of a fine.  Then if he decides to pay that fine, or if his friends come forward to 
pay the difference, the fact that some property of his is lying with the jailer will 
expedite the payment of fine and consequent release."67

The Prisoners' Removal Proclamation (High Commissioner's Proclamation No 19 of 
1907) permitted the transfer of prisoners to serve their sentences in Southern 
Rhodesia in accordance with The Colonial Prisoners Removal Act 1884.  Prior to the 
move of the capital to Livingstone there had been no central prison in North-Western 
Rhodesia and prisoners were merely left in the charge of the Barotse Native Police.
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On 14 November 1910, 168 men of the Force were on parade at Livingstone for 
inspection by Field Marshal His Royal Highness The Duke of Connaught who had 
come to Africa to open the first parliament of the Union of South Africa at Cape Town.  
The Duke and Duchess were visiting the Victoria Falls accompanied by their 
daughter, Princess Patricia.  The Duke complimented the men on their steadiness on 
parade and the manner in which they went through their drill movements.  A brass 
band had been formed in 1909 and was, of course, on parade.  The Duke, as Colonel 
of the Corps of Royal Engineers, gave the Barotse Native Police permission to adopt 
as their own quick march "Wings", the march of the Royal Engineers.  "Wings" 
remained the march of the Northern Rhodesia Police until Bandmaster F L Wood 
composed a new march, "The Crested Crane" in 1931.  This was to become the 
march of the Northern Rhodesia Regiment.  The formation of the Band had been 
aided by a donation of £20 to purchase instruments made by Herr Dernburg, the 
German Colonial Secretary, and his staff when visiting Victoria Falls on 4 July 1908 in 
connexion with the negotiations for the policing of the Caprivi Strip.69

The British South Africa Company's report for the year ending 31 March 1910 
included the following statement: "The policing and defence of Northern Rhodesia will 
in future be carried out by the force stationed within the Territory.  The Barotse Native 
Police is being adequately strengthened with this objective."70

By 31 March 1911 the strength of the Force was 17 officers, 7 British NCOs and 366 
native NCOs and men.  At Livingstone were 5 officers, 3 British NCOs and 158 native 
police with a further 83 at outstations under the local native commissioners or the 
British NCOs at Broken Hill and Ndola.  At Mongu were 2 officers and 60 men while 
the detachment commander was also responsible for the subaltern and 20 men at 



Sesheke and a further 45 at outstations.  There were 2 officers and 60 men at 
Kasempa with 9 at Mwinilunga and a British NCO and 14 native police at Kansanshi.  
At Mumbwa was a British NCO and 12 native police with 9 at Namwala under the 
Native Commissioner.  The detachments at outlying Bomas had been increased from 
5 to 9 police to provide for 24 hour guards on prisoners in local jails.  Capts 
O'Sullevan and Byas and Lt Ingles were on leave in UK and rode with the Rhodesian 
Contingent in the Coronation Procession of King George V that June.71

On 10 June 1911 Lt Col Carden visited the North-Eastern Rhodesia Constabulary 
station at Fort Rosebery.  Although he was recorded as visiting as Commandant of 
the Barotse Native Police, his visit was obviously connected with the amalgamation 
of the two forces which was about to be effected as a consequence of the unification 
of North-Eastern and North-Western Rhodesia72
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Geo Alexdr 'One Eye' MacGREGOR b Australia, Cattle Tdr NWR 1900 ADC Monze 



SDist 4.04 NC Mwinilunga'08 Kasempa'09 Elephnt hunter Consul E'ville? Pte 
NRRifles '14-16 dJo'burg 1919?
45.Harding reports 14.4.05,29.5.05 PRO CO/417/408 AgSec NA 21.3.06 CO/417/423
46.Harding 11.6.04 PRO CO/417/392 Coryndon to HC 20.10.04 417/393, BSACo to 
Coryndon 4.2.05 417/408
47.Harding report 19.9.05 PRO CO/417/418
48.Reorganisation Coryndon 23.8.05 CO/417/409 Harding resignation 27.10.05 CO/
417/418 "Far Bugles" p143
49.SofS to HC No.90 21.2.06 CO/417/432 HC 12.5.06 CO/417/423
Wm Waldegrave Palmer 2nd Earl SELBORNE('95) KG'09 PC'00 GCMG'05 
b17.10.59 s/o 1st Earl ed Winchstr Oxon MP(L) EHants'85 MP WEdinburgh 92-5 
USofS Colonies'95 1st Ld Admiralty'00 HCommr in SA'05-10 Pres Bd of 
Agricultue'15-16 d26.2.42
The Rt Hon Victor Alexdr Bruce 2nd EARL OF ELGIN & KINCARDINE '63 KG'99 
GCSI GCIE PC b 16.5.49 Montreal s/o 1st Earl ed Eton Balliol; Treasr & 1st Commr 
Wks'86 Viceroy India'94-9 SofS Colonies 05-8 d18.1.17
50.PRO CO/417/418,419,423
51.Ag Admr 9.8.06 CO/417/427
52.BNP Annual Report 1907 quoted in Story of the NRR p22 PRO 417/446.
53.CO/417/420,423,432, Law Dept report 12.7.06 433
54.Chas Joseph McNAMARA ANC 1908 
55.HC Telegram 18.7.07 Codrington reports 9.7.07,18.9.07 PRO CO/417/437 NRJ 
No V Vol II p63
56.Lewanika 11.12.07 PRO CO/417/451,452, Who Was Who, NRJ
57.Codrington 14175 3.6.09 PRO CO/417/446
58.PRO CO/417/438
59.Story of the NRR p104
60.GN No.2 9.1.08, HC No.875 16.11.08 PRO CO/417/451,465
61.Chas Halzlett Swinley BELLIS Clk NDept Mashonald; Clk NDept NWR 
Kasempa'04 ANC Mwinilunga'08 Ndola inv sleeping sickness'14 d'17
Edwd Arden COPEMAN MBE'19 BA b2.1.65 s/o Canon Norwich ed Norwich GS & 
Cambridge, Sch Mr, PS & Tutor finally fr Geo Pauling N Borneo, Kenya to NWR 
24.2.04 A/DC Shaloba'05 DC rtd'22 Lilanda Fm Lka VConsul E'ville'27 Belge Consul 
Lka'30 d'60 Lka
PRO CO/417/438,452 Acct Copeman NRJ
62.PRO CO/417/467
63.CO/417/466 Story NRR p23
Sir Robt WILLIAMS Bt'28 DL JP AMICE MinstME b Aberdn 1860 Kimberley'81 with 
Rhodes fmd Zambezia Explrg Co, Tanganyika Concsns (MD), Rhod-Katanga Co, Dir 
Benguela Ry Co, VPres Union Miniere d'38
64.PRO CO/417/481
65.Hazell 20.6.11 PRO CO/417/498 Wallace to HC 18.6.12 /512, Short "African 
Sunset" pp27-9, OHLUND b Ornskoldvik
66.Annual report quoted in Story of the NRR p23
67."Nkhwazi" Vol 10 No.1 Aug 62 p11 
68."A History of the NR Prison Service" NRJ Vol V p549



69.PRO CO/417/462,492 Story NRR p23
F-M HRH Arthur Wm Patrick Albt DUKE OF CONNAUGHT b1.5.50 Lt RE '68 RA'68 
RB'69 Capt'71 7H'74 Maj'75 Lt Col RB'76 m.Princess Louise Margaret of Prussia 
13.3.79 Maj Gen'80 GOC Egypt'82 Bengal'83-6 Lt Gen'89 GOC SDist'90 Gen 
A'shot'93 Ireld 1900 F-M'02 IG'04 HCommr & CinC Med'07-9 Gov Gen Canada'11 
d'41?
70.Story of the NRR p23
71.Carden report 12.4.11 PRO CO/417/496,507
72.District Diary quoted in "Nkhwazi" Vol 12 No.1 Apr'64 p16.

.          


