
CHAPTER 8

The return to peace conditions, although aided by the fact that the end of hostilites 
found the Service Battalion back on the northern border, was hampered by the 
influenza epidemic that swept through Northern Rhodesia as it did the rest of the 
World.  Nine African police died between the end of hostilities and 13 January 1919.  
The battalion was also well positioned to send a platoon to assist the District 
Commissioner, C R B Draper, in dealing with disturbances in the Fife District led by 
Shadrach, a fanatical preacher of the Watch Tower movement.  At Chunga on 30 
December 1918 some 400 disciples had reacted with contempt, threatening 
messengers and chiefs, when told by Draper that preaching must stop.  Shadrach 
was arrested but went down with flu and was  admitted to Fife hospital from where he 
was rescued by his supporters.  The troops under Capt Castle arrived at Chunga on 
16 January and, largely due to the work of Detective Robert Simpelwe, 138 arrests 
were made leading to trials before Mr Justice MacDonnell in the High Court sitting at 
Kasama.  The preacher was removed from the area.  There were too many prisoners 
to be held in Kasama Central Prison and some 100 convicted persons were escorted 
to Livingstone to serve their sentences.  The CID obtained a warrant under wartime 
regulations to censor mail and  telegrams.  A Nyasa telegraphist at Ndola was 
identified as spreading Watchtower propaganda.1

Watch Tower was the African emanation of the Jehovah's Witnesses whose 
missionaries, well endowed with funds from the United States of America, had set 
themselves up in Nyasaland some years before the war.  John Chilembwe's  rising in 
the Shire Highlands of Nyasaland in December 1914 has been referred to in a 
previous chapter.  The message brought to Northern Rhodesia was, in essence, that 
the whites had been sent by God to pass on the gift of their knowledge and wealth to 
the Africans, but had failed in that duty.  The end of the World being at hand there 
was no need to obey anyone in authority nor even to cultivate crops.  This led to the 
first prosecution of Watchtower followers in the Tanganyika District in September 
1918.  The uncertainty caused by the German incursion in October exacerbated the 
situation and there were some 1,000 incidents of assault and resistance to arrest in 
the Fife and Chinsali districts.  In the 1920s the movement was to spread into the 
Belgian Congo where it was soon banned at the instance of the Roman Catholic 
Church, and further into Northern Rhodesia.  Despite a series of ritual murders in 
1926, to be described in the next chapter, Watch Tower was to remain a lawful 
organisation in Northern Rhodesia until 1940, when the Government decided it was 
harmful to the Territory's war effort.2

On 20 June 1919 the Northern Rhodesia Police ceased officially to be "On Active 
Service".  On 31 March that year the Commandant, Colonel F A Hodson CBE, had 
left for York on leave pending retirement.  However he was out on a visit when he 



suffered an acute intestinal obstruction and died in Livingstone hospital on 21 
January 1925 at the age of 59, a bachelor to the end.  Hodson had been granted the 
honorary rank of full Colonel and made a Commander of the newly established "Most 
Excellent Order of the British Empire", for his services in the Great War.  Col Hodson 
was buried in Livingstone with full military honours.

Lieutenant Colonel H M Stennett DSO, the Second in Command since 1912, who 
had commanded the troops in the field for much of the war, succeeded Col Hodson 
as Commandant.  Captain Percy Wardroper MBE, Adjutant of the Service Battalion 
was appointed Adjutant of the whole Force.  On 20 January 1919 Lt Col Stennett and 
Capt Wardroper had been on the road south from Kasama to take up their new 
appointments when their vehicle was intercepted at Chansa with instructions for them 
to divert to Fife in connexion with the Watchtower disturbances.  

1839 Africans had served with the Northern Rhodesia Police during the War, of whom 
at least 100 died.  In addition Northern Rhodesia had supplied 1,340 recruits for the 
King's African Rifles and 258 for the Rhodesia Native Regiment.  But the fighting 
troops could not have operated without the carriers, the faithful "Tenga Tenga".  
According to British South Africa Company reports, Northern Rhodesia supplied 
nearly 200,000.  One third of its able bodied men were away in 1918. 24,000 served 
as first line transport, and 40,732 served in German East Africa and Mozambique.  
152,000 including 11,000 women, served within the Territory.  North-Western 
Rhodesia provided 8,822 for work on the Ndola-Kabunda route.  As far as possible 
no man was kept away from his home village for more than six months at a time.  
Some 2,000 lost their lives and 121 first line carriers were wounded in action.  
Enlisted first line carriers were rewarded with war medals in bronze while those of the 
troops were in silver.3

Post war honours lists, in addition to the appointment of a number of officers to 
various grades in the Order of the British Empire, included the award of the 
Distinguished Conduct Medal to  S/5 Corporal Jeremani and 1179 Corporal 
Songandewo  both for having on numerous occasions undertaken scouting missions 
of exceptional danger with marked success and for consistent good work during 
operations in German East Africa from August 1915 to June 1918.  In all 47 
decorations or mentions in despatches were awarded to Europeans serving with the 
Force and 52 to African Police for service between 1914 and 1918.  In a broadcast in 
1950, C W G Stuart MBE, late of the Northern Rhodesia Rifles, described the 
wartime Regimental Sergeant-Major, Kambondona, as having run the NRP under the 
strictest discipline as no white man could have done.  413 RSM Kambondona was 
rewarded with the Meritorious Service Medal.4 
      
Government Notice 11/17 had announced the institution of a Northern Rhodesia 
Meritorious Service Medal, carrying a bounty of £50, Distinguished Conduct Medal, 
£25, and a Long Service and Good Conduct Medal with a £15 bounty.  No award of 
any of these local medals appears in the Government Gazettes of the Great War 



period although the BSA Company paid bounties to Africans who were decorated.  It 
is noteworthy that the Company's African troops were eligible for the Distinguished 
Conduct Medal as awarded to Imperial Troops and not the African DCM awarded to 
members of the KAR and West African Frontier Force.5

Brigadier General A H M Edwards was still Commandant General and had not lost his 
interest in the development of civil policing in Northern Rhodesia.  In his report for the 
twelve months ending 31st March 1920, he wrote:-

"In a military police force the members of which have to perform the double duty of 
a soldier and policeman, it is extremely difficult to attain and maintain efficiency on 
both sides.

To perform both equally well would be an ideal, but one that from my past 
experience is rarely attained.  It is possible to overdo one at the expense of the 
other, and when military subjects predominate, are taken up and efficiency insisted 
on, civil police duties are liable to be neglected and vice-versa.

This is demonstrated very clearly in the Northern Rhodesia Police where owing to 
the past organisation and training and the war, the members, while well up and 
instructed in military work and duties, are with a few exceptions, totally ignorant of 
the requirements etc of civil police work.

As far as one can foresee at the present moment, the military portion of the force 
will, for some considerable time to come, be greater and have more responsibilities 
than the civil division in respect of maintaining law and order.  This, however, would 
be no excuse for neglecting to build up the latter, the value of which will each year 
become more marked as the territory becomes more civilised, and the number of 
European residents and settlers increases.  As a matter of fact, the work it has done 
and is doing already proves its raison d'etre.

It must be recognised and appreciated that each portion of the force has its distinct 
functions and role and is equally necessary for the maintenance of peace and good 
order in the territory.  This being so any attempt to make invidious distinctions 
between the one and the other, or to make uncharitable comparisons, must be 
carefully guarded against and any dereliction of this order must, I have instructed 
the commandant, be severely dealt with.

The gradual elimination of military ranks in the civil police and the substitution of 
civil police titles and grading is a subject which requires consideration.  It would 
neither be desirable nor fair to ask those now serving in it to cease holding military 
ranks, but on the other hand, all who in future may be promoted officers should only 
be given the civil police title and grade, and in order to enable them to maintain a 
social status, have an equivalent military rank, for instance - in the same way as a 
ship's carpenter in His Majesty's Navy ranks with a field officer in the land forces; an 
inspector in the Northern Rhodesia civil police would rank with a captain or 



lieutenant in the military portion."6

At one stage it had been assumed that the NRP would have to continue to provide 
the platoon at Kasanga (Bismarcksburg) but with the establishment of a regular 
British administration in Tanganyika this commitment soon ended.  Gen Edwards 
suggested that the Military Branch should be trained, equipped and employed like an 
Indian Army pioneer battalion.  It would thus be able to contribute to the development 
of Northern Rhodesia by road building etc whilst remaining capable of taking the 
Field as infantry.  While this proposal does not appear to have been formally 
accepted, detachments were, as will be seen,  employed on "pioneer" tasks over the 
next 15 years to the detriment of infantry training.  The proposed post-war 
establishment for the Military Branch was for double companies, each 250 strong, at 
Kasama and Broken Hill, platoons of 60 at Mongu and Fort Jameson, and a 
Headquarters and Depot at Livingstone, 130 strong including recruits.  The demand 
for economy and the realisation that intervention in Tanganyika was not a potential 
concern of the BSA Company led to a speedy revision.7

As at 31 March 1920 there were fifteen officers and European non-commissioned 
officers stationed with the headquarters at Livingstone, together with 300 native other 
ranks, including a machine gun company.  Detachments of military personnel about 
sixty strong, consisting of a platoon (two Lewis light machine gun sections and two 
rifle sections) and a Vickers machine gun sub-section (one gun), were stationed at 
Kasama, Mongu and Fort Jameson.  These detachments were permanent and 
personnel were only rotated to and from Livingstone to replace casualties proceeding 
on vacation leave or discharge.  There was a firm policy that Ngoni would be posted 
to Kasama, and Bemba to Fort Jameson.  This was to ensure that other ranks were 
never called upon to fire on their fellow tribesmen.  The officer commanding each of 
these three military detachments also commanded all civil police and gaol warders on 
the same station and was superintendent of the central prison there.  In fact, there 
were no civil police at Kasama.8  

The officers in charge of the Town and District police at Livingstone and Broken Hill 
were also appointed superintendents of the central prisons there.  The senior district 
official acted as superintendent at the three central prisons where no NRP officer was 
stationed.  African police were employed as warders at the central prisons at 
Livingstone, Broken Hill, Mongu, Kasama and, until 1923, Fort Jameson, and at the 
local prisons at Lusaka, Kalomo, Mazabuka and Ndola.  Sergeant-Major Boyd was 
seconded to the Legal and Prisons Department and was still Head Gaoler at 
Livingstone in which post he died in 1926.  The European gaolers at Mongu and Fort 
Jameson, O T Wells and W Knowles, were attested into the NRP for disciplinary 
purposes.  Sentences of up to six months could be served at the 24 local prisons,  
Those sentenced to longer terms of imprisonment were sent to the central prison for 
the district.  A Prisons Board was established in 1923 consisting of the Commandant, 
Attorney General, Secretary for Native Affairs and Treasurer.9



In 1918 prosecutions as a result of police work had dropped slightly but in 1919 they 
rose to 1863 with 1660 convictions nearly twice the 1914 figures.  The conviction of a 
16 year old white youth for manslaughter led to arrangements being made for such 
offenders, in future, to be sent to suitable institutions outside the Territory under The 
Reformatories and Prisons and Juvenile Offenders Proclamation 1921.  The boy who 
had shot an African on a farm in the Lusaka District was sentenced to 8 strokes of the 
cane.10      

Under a system implemented by General Edwards, the Staff Officer of the BSAP at 
Salisbury kept a waiting list of suitable troopers who had expressed an interest in 
transfer to the NRP.  When a vacancy for a constable arose a volunteer could thus be 
provided without delay.  Constables were accepted on three months probation for a 
three year engagement.  At the end of the initial engagement six months leave with 
£55 for a passage to UK was granted to those who signed on to return for a further 
three years.  The first three months leave was on full pay but the remainder on half 
pay although personnel on leave were apparently paid quartering and ration 
allowances.11

African recruits attested for a four year engagement.  It appears that, even at 
Livingstone, the Force did not have its own guardroom with cells for offenders against 
discipline.  Defaulters could be sent to the ordinary civil prisons or awarded corporal 
punishment for disciplinary offences.  The following entries appeared in Regimental 
Orders during 1920:-

"15th January 1920 - Pay (Livingstone) :
 No.1997 Bugler Zeni having been discharged from Livingstone jail on 13th January 
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returned to duty and will draw full full pay from that date.”  

"2nd February 1920 - Punishments (Livingstone Jail) :
No.1974 Pte. Mijoni was on 4th February 1920, fined 5s. and awarded six lashes by 
the Commandant for "Conduct to the prejudice of good order and discipline."

"13th February 1920 - Punishments (Livingstone) :
No.2132 Pte. Alefeyu was on 11th February 1920, fined 2s.6d. by Officer 
Commanding, Town Police, for "Making away with or losing by neglect one pair of 
khaki knickers, the property of the B.S.A.Coy."

"27th July 1920 - Punishments :
No.2066 Pte James Abanda was on 23rd July 1920, awarded one month's I.H.L. by 
the Officer Commanding and discharged from the Corps by order of the Acting 



Commandant for "Asleep on his beat on duty."12 

The Kasama Detachment maintained its own herd of cattle.  Regimental Orders for 2 
February 1920 recorded that Herd Boy Joni had been discharged on 31 December 
1919 and was struck off strength from that date.  The Orders of 3 May 1920 
announced the birth and taking on strength of a calf at Kasama on 5 April.  The death 
of a grey horse there on 5 February 1920 was also published in Orders.  One would 
not have expected a horse to be maintained so far north, but it seems a field officer 
commanded at Kasama and in an infantry force a field officer would be entitled to a 
charger.  Temporary Major C H Fair DSO, who was Acting Commandant at 
Livingstone in May 1920, was in command at Kasama by 20 December that year 
when he fined 2093 Private Noah 15 shillings for "striking a carrier."

Captain J J McCarthy CBE DSO MC returned to duty with the Force by 31 March 
1920, and was posted to Fort Jameson.  Early in 1918, with the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel, McCarthy had been one of the picked body of officers and sergeants from all 
over the Empire known as "Dunsterforce". Under Major General L C Dunsterville they 
had operated in Persia and the Caucasas trying to fill the vacuum left by the collapse 
of Imperial Russia by organising local forces.  In August 1918 McCarthy had been 
sent to Bijar to raise a brigade of local Christians to retake Urmia in Persian 
Kurdistan.  Unfortunately these Assyrians did not come down like wolves on the fold 
but behaved more like sheep.13

McCarthy's pay as a captain with five years service in that rank, was now £540 per 
annum with ration allowance of four shillings a day.  On 7 May 1920 his services in 
the two campaigns were recognised by the High Commissioner by the grant of the 
honorary rank of major.  McCarthy soon retired to take up farming.  

As lieutenants with five years in rank, Lieutenant G P Burton and Honorary Captains 
B J Graham and H Allport were paid £381 a year, also with four shillings a day ration 
allowance.  Children's allowance at £24 a year was drawn by Captain (Honorary 
Major) F S James and Lieutenants E C Castle and A A Smith OBE.  Captain Graham 
appears to have married a widow with two children on 30 October 1920 whilst on 
leave in the United Kingdom, as on 28 January 1921 his entitlement was published  
to draw Step-children's allowance at £48 a year, with effect from the earlier date.

Constable H G Hart, a future Commissioner of Police, joined the Force on 1 October 
1919 after War service.  He was granted one shilling a day Extra Duty Pay from 10th 
April 1920 for performing the duties of Immigration Officer at Ndola.

As a 1st Class Warrant Officer, Chief Detective Inspector Thomas Hamilton, who was  
to become the first Assistant Commissioner, CID, drew the following pay and 
allowances from 19 December 1920, on first appointment:
     Pensionable Pay                        £450 -  per annum
     Marriage Allowance                  £ 50 -  per annum



     Children's Allowance                £ 24 -  per annum
     Supplementary Ration Allowance      £ 15 -  per annum
     Fuel Allowance                      £  6 -  per annum
     Plain Clothes Allowance                  1s per diem
Presumably he was also entitled to basic ration allowance!  Mr Hamilton's son  
followed him into the Force and attained the rank of Superintendent.  The founder of 
the CID, Lieutenant Kenneth Ferguson had died at Livingstone on 19 October 1918.  
On 1 November 1918 Sub-Inspector R H Kirk was promoted Chief Detective 
Inspector with the status of lieutenant.  Kirk went on leave on 3 January 1921 and left 
the Force to farm at Chisamba.  Thomas Hamilton was commissioned lieutenant on 3 
July 1921 to succeed him in command of the CID.  The rise in prosecutions due to 
the work of the police continued in 1920 with 2,131 persons prosecuted and 1,952 
convicted.  Of those convicted 181 were whites.

Three horses purchased on 20 December 1920 for the use of senior officers at 
Livingstone were numbered 3, 4 and 5.  Number 3 died on 15 January 1921 and later 
that month, the previously acquired Horse No.2 also died.  Northern Rhodesia was 
not horse country. 

On 21 December 1920 a Board of Inquiry convened to examine some of the Force's 
venerable armament.  It reported its opinion that the Nordenfelt gun and ship's gun, 
inherited from the North-Eastern Rhodesia Constabulary, "being old and of an 
entirely obsolete pattern are now quite useless".  The guns were struck off strength 
accordingly, as was the Maxim carriage which had been "partially destroyed by ants 
and borers".  The Board also found that 60 Mills bombs left over from the War,  1,310 
rounds of .303 ammunition dated 1892, and 3,003 rounds dated 1903, had 
"deteriorated through age and exposure", and should be struck off strength as 
unserviceable.14

During 1920 nine selected members of the British South Africa Police were brought 
up north to strengthen the European staff of the Military Branch during the annual 
training period.  This experiment was not a success, mainly because of language 
difficulties.  It was not repeated.15

On 1 January 1921 it was announced in Regimental Orders that "His Royal 
Highness, the High Commissioner, has approved the appointment of Mr William 
Tysoe DSO MC as 2nd Lieutenant in the N.R.Police on 6 month's probation".  Tysoe 
had won his decorations in France in 1918 as a second lieutenant with the 
Bedfordshire Regiment.  He successfully completed his probationary period and was 
confirmed in his commission on 1 June 1921.  Tysoe was one of the officers who 
passed into the Northern Rhodesia Regiment in 1932.  His Royal Highness, the High 
Commissioner, was Lieutenant Colonel Prince Arthur of Connaught KG GCMG 
GCVO CB, Governor General of the Union of South Africa and High Commissioner 
from 1920 until 1923.   



Also with effect from 1 January No.207 Corporal Chipwande and No.408 Corporal 
Ezeke, both old soldiers of the band, were each awarded one Good Conduct Badge 
with Good Conduct Pay at 6d. a month for having completed four years without 
regimental entries on their conduct sheets.  Good Conduct badges were chevrons of 
red worsted on black backing worn point upwards on the left forearm of the long-
sleeved khaki jumper.  Chevrons showing an NCO's rank were in khaki worsted on 
scarlet backing worn point downwards on the right upper arm.  The European 
Regimental Sergeant-Major and other 1st Class Warrant Officers of all branches 
were ordered to wear the coat of arms of the British South Africa Company as their 
badge of rank, with effect from 21 February 1921.
      
On 1 February 1921 another old soldier, No.62 Private Jim, was promoted Transport 
Sergeant with pay at the rate of 37s 6d, a month.16

On 17 March 1921 a special Regimental Order was issued as follows:

"The following is published for the information of all officers, BNCOs, Constables 
and Native Rank and File of the N.R.Police:

On Saturday, the 12th of March at Headquarters Livingstone, in the presence of the 
whole of the Headquarters Military Company, the Colours presented by His Majesty 
the King to the Regiment were consecrated by His Lordship the Bishop of Northern 
Rhodesia and formally presented by His Honour the Administrator, Sir Drummond 
Chaplin KCMG."

His Honour delivered the following speech:

'Colonel Stennett, Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and Men of the Northern 
Rhodesia Police:  It is my duty to present to the Regiment these Colours which have 
just been consecrated and which are presented by His Majesty the King to the 
Regiment as a mark of his appreciation of the service you have rendered in the 
Great War.

I could have wished that this presentation might have been so arranged that Mr 
Marshall could have performed the ceremony;  Mr Marshall has had much to do in 
all matters connected with the Regiment, he is also known to all of you and I 
consider it would have been more fitting if he could have addressed you today.

I feel sure that the Regiment recognises that the presentation of these Colours by 
His Majesty the King is not merely as a mark of appreciation of what has been 
done, but is also in the nature of a sacred trust which I know the Regiment will 
accept wholeheartedly.

The Native members of the Regiment will not fail to let their friends and Chiefs know 
of the honour which has been conferred upon them:  I feel sure that these Chiefs 
and Natives throughout the country will feel great gratification for the signal mark of 



His Majesty's favour, and will take it as a recognition of their help in sending their 
young men to the War.

The Regiment, I feel assured, will maintain the good name which it has won in the 
past, and will serve His Majesty the King in peace and war with all fidelity.'

The Commanding Officer in reply said: 

'Your Honour, I wish to thank you on behalf of the Regiment for presenting these 
Colours, and for the kind words you have spoken this morning.

We look upon the Colours as a token of His Majesty the King's appreciation of the 
work done in the War and we will do everything in our power to protect these 
Colours and see that the honour of possession is not in any way soiled.'

                 - - - - - - - - -

"NOTE - The significance of being in possession of King's Colours must be 
explained to all Native Rank and File at all stations.

                    By Order,
                       (Sgd.)  P. R. WARDROPER
                                     Capt.Adjt."17

The Bishop of Northern Rhodesia was the Right Reverend Alston May DD MA.  Mr 
Marshall, referred to by the Administrator, was H C Marshall who had founded 
Abercorn nearly thirty years before, and who had just completed six months as Acting 
Administrator of Northern Rhodesia.  The colour was one of the King's Colours 
authorised by King George V to be provided for every infantry unit of the Empire 
which had seen service in the War and was not already in possession of colours.  
The colours, as supplied, were plain, silk, gold fringed Union Flags, but units were 
permitted to have their title, in a gold circle surmounted by a crown, embroidered on 
at their own expense.  The Northern Rhodesia Police had had this done, as did most 
service battalions.  Similar King's Colours can be seen laid up in cathedrals and 
churches all over the United Kingdom.18       

When Prince Arthur arrived at Livingstone on 23 August 1921 he was met by a guard 
of honour of 100 men under Capt Withers with Capt Burton, carrying the new colour, 
and 2Lt Tysoe.  The High Commissioner remarked that this was the first such guard 
he had inspected in Africa in which every man wore war medal ribbons. On the 
following day Burton again bore the NRP colour at a parade in the Police Camp 
during which the royal visitor presented the Military Cross to Lt Langham, the 
Meritorious Service Medal to 1418 Cpl (later Sergeant-Major) Kambwamba and the 
King's Colour of the Northern Rhodesia Rifles which was received by Capt Molyneux.  
Another native commissioner, Capt Griffin who had served at the Front in the ranks of 
the Rifles before being temporarily commissioned in the NRP, commanded the 
detachment of the Rifles on parade.  Of the NRP Lt Col Stennett was on parade with 



Maj James, the Second in Command, Capt Wardroper, Lt Smith, the Quartermaster, 
Capt Dickinson, Officer Commanding Service Company, and Capt Withers.    No.1 
Platoon was commanded by 2Lt Bagshaw, No.2 by 2Lt Tysoe, No.3 by Lt Langham 
and No.4 by Lt Arundell, the Machine Gun Officer.  Bagshaw, like Tysoe, had served 
in France and joined the BSAP as a trooper in 1919.    Francis Arundell MC, like 
Langham, was a pre-war trooper and member of the Southern Rhodesia Column who 
was soon to leave the NRP.19 

The Northern Rhodesia Police had no Regimental Colour until 3 July 1924 when, at 
another parade at Livingstone, the new Governor of Northern Rhodesia, Sir Herbert 
Stanley, handed over a colour which was the gift of the European ladies of the 
Territory.  Although made at the Royal School of Needlework in London, and 
approved by the Inspector of Regimental Colours, the design of this colour was 
unconventional.  It was of plain scarlet silk with, in the centre, the crested crane 
badge within a lozenge shaped scroll bearing the motto "Diversi generi fide 
pares" (different races, the same loyalty).  On each side was a scroll bearing a battle 
honour, "South-West Africa 1914" and "East Africa 1914-18".  Underneath was a 
scroll bearing the title of the corps "Northern Rhodesia Police".  The motto had been 
adopted after the War and was worn on a scroll below the crested crane on all 
badges and buttons in place of the title of the Force which had previously appeared 
there.  On the cap badge and buttons the crane faced to the right of the wearer.  On 
the collar badges the bird faced inwards.20

Both colours were carried on parade for the first time in July 1925 for the visit of the 
Prince of Wales, later King Edward VIII.  These colours were laid up in All Saints 
Church, Lusaka, on 10 June 1938 after the Northern Rhodesia Regiment had 
received a new pair of colours of conventional design.

During 1921 the Force was re-armed with 1,000 Short Magazine Lee Enfield Rifles 
Mark III*, supplied by the British War Office at £1.5s each, said to be the cost of 
repairs and shipment, with bayonets and scabbards at 7/2d.  Further supplies were 
available at £2 each with ammunition at £1 per 1,000 rounds.21

In 1921 new regulations were promulgated   for the Northern Rhodesia Volunteer 
Force, the part-time European defence force consisting of the Northern Rhodesia 
Rifles and the Northern Rhodesia Medical Corps.  At the end of the year the Northern 
Rhodesia Rifles were reorganised.  The officers commanding the detachments of the 
Northern Rhodesia Police at Fort Jameson, Kasama, Mongu and Broken Hill were  
appointed district commandants of the Rifles for those places.  Two former officers of 
the NRP were now members of the Rifles.  No.11 Rifleman H C Ingles was appointed 
District Commandant for Kalomo where he now farmed, while No.24 Rifleman R H 
Kirk became District Commandant, Chisamba.  The police cared for the weapons and 
stores of the NRVF and controlled the issue of ammunition.  One of the duties of Sgt 
J D Giddings was to inspect the arms of the volunteers from Livingstone as far as 
Pemba.  While there were many wartime soldiers among the white population most 



had had enough of military life and the Rifles were not well recruited.  A similar 
attitude existed towards Territorial and other part-time forces throughout the Empire.  
According to the Commandant, Lt Col Arthur Stephenson CMG DSO MC, recruits 
only joined to obtain a free rifle.  Since the rifles were obsolete Long Lee Enfields 
with ammunition limited to 50 rounds a year, the attraction was limited.  He suggested 
that the NRVF be either disbanded or  reduced to one officer and 62 other ranks to 
be known as the Northern Rhodesia Police Reserve.  With two weeks annual training 
and modern infantry weapons this force, at an annual cost of £614, would be able to 
supply the necessary additional white NCOs to reinforce the NRP in an emergency 
together with an all white platoon as a striking force.  It was to be nearly 30 years 
before a Northern Rhodesia Police Reserve was formed and on 1 April 1925 the 
Northern Rhodesia Volunteer Force was formally disbanded.22  

In 1921 or 1922 Constable A E "George" Berwick was the victor in a very brief 
encounter in the boxing ring with Lusaka's blacksmith, Laurie Thomas.  News of the 
forthcoming match had caused much local interest.  Rival training camps had been 
set up and large bets laid.  The fight was held in the dining room of the Lusaka Hotel.  
Spectators came from miles around and ringside seats were at a premium.  The 
referee, Mr Campbell Young, properly dressed in a dinner jacket, called the 
contestants to the middle of the ring.  The gong sounded.  Three or four blows were 
struck in as many seconds and the mighty blacksmith fell to his knees and then slid 
to the prone position to be counted out.  According to the Lusaka Jubilee edition of 
the Central African Post, a number of the audience then gave a few exhibition bouts 
to give the crowd its moneys-worth.  Some of these turned into grudge fights, far 
more exciting than the big match.  We are not told whether the evening ended with 
the police being called!23

In 1921 the Post Office in Lusaka announced that it was handling mail for Lusaka 
Township, Mumbwa, Solwezi, Kasempa, Mwinilungu, Kalene Hill and other stations in 
that general direction.  Mail was mostly carried by runners armed with spears.  They 
sometimes took several weeks to complete their rounds and often returned with hair-
raising accounts of battles with wild animals in defence of the Royal Mail.  In January 
1923 the African kapitao, foreman, at Lusaka was convicted for larceny by public 
servant having stolen four postal orders to the value of £1.2s.3d, and sentenced to 
nine months imprisonment.  The orders were traced to a mail order firm in Bristol 
where the assistance of the local CID was obtained.  An easier case to investigate 
occurred in 1925 when the European postmaster at Fort Jameson, who turned out to 
have been a secret drinker, wrote to his superiors to report that he had stolen 
£348.6s.0d. to clear his debts.  He was sentenced to six months in prison.24

A census on 3 May 1921 had found 2,263 European males and 1,371 females  in 
Northern Rhodesia with 56 Asians, 145 coloureds (Afro-Europeans) and 979,704 
Africans.  243 whites lived in Lusaka Village and another 701 elsewhere in the 
Chilanga District.  The European population of Livingstone was now 774 and of 
Broken Hill, 396.  In 1922 the office of the Assistant Magistrate and Clerk of the Court 



moved to Lusaka from Chilanga, but the District Commissioner did not follow until 
1931.25

Cattle in Barotseland suffered from endemic pleuro-pneumonia a disease which had 
spread from Angola shortly before the War.  To prevent the spread of this disease into 
the rest of Northern Rhodesia the Barotse Cattle Cordon was established.  In May 
1922 a company of the Military Branch, under Captain Burton and Lieutenant 
Bagshaw, completed the field line from Sesheke, on the Zambezi, to Mwengwa, on 
the Kafue.  The southern stretch followed the course of the Machili River, but the next 
186 miles, a hoed road nine feet wide,  went straight through uninhabited bush up to 
Musa, from where it followed the Kafue north.  Near Meshi Teshi Regimental 
Sergeant-Major Yasi MM shot  and killed a wounded buffalo, just in time to save the 
life of Major Fair, who was inspecting the operation.  Fair's scalp was opened from 
forehead to crown.  He was carried 25 miles to the Rev'd Shaw's Mission at 
Nanghila.  Major Fair recovered   but  left Northern Rhodesia on retirement on 1 
November 1923.26 

The cordon was initially manned by 100 rank and file of the Military Branch with 24 
posts.  The line was divided into two sectors, each supervised by an officer and one 
British NCO.  In 1924 the trained troops, one officer, a warrant officer, and 65 
Africans,  were withdrawn and replaced by specially recruited natives,  on a lower 
rate of pay, under Duncan Lancaster who rejoined as a "special constable" on 24 
April 1924 and was appointed acting sergeant third class on 1 April 1925.  80% of the 
first special African police recruited had served with the Force or KAR during the War.  
By 1932 the Cordon only ran as far north as Musa and was thereafter known as the 
Barotse Namwala Cattle Cordon until it was finally removed in 1947 and its personnel 
absorbed into the rest of the Force.27

In 1913 there had been famine in Bechuanaland creating a lucrative market for the 
diseased cattle from Barotseland.  The British South Africa Police had then 
established a cordon along the Zambezi from the Victoria Falls to Kazungula.  
Trooper A T Tate had been placed in charge, although he had only joined the BSAP 
in 1912.  Three camps were established with Tate and two other troopers each 
assisted by two native police and three or four local Africans appointed special 
constables.  The other two troopers were withdrawn after some months and Tate ran 
the cordon alone until the outbreak of war in 1914.  Having served in the War with the 
Rhodesia Native Regiment, Tate joined the Northern Rhodesia Police in 1919.  In 
1928 he transferred to the Nyasaland Police becoming Assistant Commissioner of 
that force.28 

In 1922 the Northern Rhodesia Police War Memorial was erected at the entrance to 
the Police Camp at Livingstone.  The cost of £760 was contributed by members of 
the Force and friends.  The memorial was a pillar topped by a wreath.  The pillar bore 
the names of all members of the Force, European and African, who gave their lives 
during the Great War between 1914 and 1918.  The memorial was flanked by two 



German 0815 Maxim machine guns.  These guns together with two Minenwerfers, or 
trench mortars, and a field gun were the gift of the Imperial Government to 
commemorate the services of Northern Rhodesia during the War.  Similar gifts of 
booty were made to all countries and territories in the Empire and to a number of 
towns and cities in the British Isles.  The two mortars were still to be seen outside 
Livingstone Police Club in 1958.  The German field gun was placed to mark the 
scene of the final hostilities on the Chambezi River.29

On 3 October 1922 Major-General Sir Alfred Edwards KBE CB CVO stood down as 
Commandant General of Rhodesian Forces.  He was not replaced and the chief 
command of the Northern Rhodesia Police was now vested in its Commandant.  This 
change may well have been connected with the pending constitutional changes.  Lt 
Col Stennett was granted the temporary rank of colonel and made substantive on 1 
April 1923 with chief command of all police and military forces in the Territory. 
However at the same time the establishment of the Military Branch was reduced by 2 
subalterns, 2 British NCOs and 100 native ranks to 8 lieutenants, 9 BNCOs and 451 
Africans.  The Town and District Police was increased by 2 Africans to 2 officers, 17 
British NCOs and constables and 127 native ranks.30 

Major F S James had been Superintendent of Livingstone Prison since March 1921 
and Registrar of Alien Natives since 26 January 1922.  On 15 January 1923 he went 
on leave pending retirement.  In his place Lieutenant Hamilton was appointed Chief 
Immigration Officer and Registrar of Alien Natives while Captain Graham became 
Superintendent of Livingstone Prison.  James had also been in charge of the Town 
and District Police.  The Town and District Police detachments throughout the 
Territory were now divided into two areas of responsibility.  Captain Graham, at 
Livingstone became responsible for the policing of the capital, and the detachments 
at Kalomo, Mazabuka, and Fort Jameson, while Lieutenant E C Castle, at Broken Hill 
since 22 August 1921, was responsible for that town and the detachments at Lusaka 
and Ndola.  Castle went on leave on 6 June 1923 handing over to Lieutenant 
Messum.  Holding only the honorary rank of captain, Graham was junior to Castle 
who, prior to January 1923 was answerable to Major James.  On return to 
Livingstone from leave on 10 December 1923 Castle took the post vacated in August 
by Captain Graham (see below) which had been temporarily filled by D/Insp Willson 
while the Adjutant, Captain Wardroper, acted as superintendent of Livingstone Gaol.  
Castle was promoted captain on 1 April 1924.  On 22 April he was placed in 
command of all the Town and District Police detachments with Messum as his deputy 
at Broken Hill.  In Livingstone District there were 2,416 convictions in 1923, although  
1,640 of these were for non payment of native tax, in which the police were not 
involved.  The police were involved in 3,678 prosecutions throughout the Territory 
which resulted in 3,412 convictions.31

In the CID, with which was combined the Immigration and Alien Natives Registration 
departments, Lt Hamilton was assisted by D/Insp Willson, D/Sgts Olive and Boyle, an 
African clerk and 21 native detectives, 4 at Livingstone, 2 at Kalomo, 3 at Mazabuka, 



3 at Lusaka, 3 at Broken Hill, 2 at Ndola and 4 at Fort Jameson.  D/Sgt Boyle was 
stationed at Lusaka and responsible for all CID work north of Kafue.  There were 15 
appointed immigration officers in the Territory.  Apart from the Assistant Magistrate at 
Feira and the Native Commissioner at Abercorn, all were European police officers.  
When D/Sgt Olive resigned on 31 March 1923, D/Sgt Boyle was withdrawn to 
Livingstone where Const C R Arnott MC joined CID on probation.  

On 31 March 1924 two British sergeants, two constables and 31 Africans were 
employed in the Town and District Police at Livingstone while 30 African police acted 
as prison warders there under Sergeant-Major Boyd.  At Broken Hill were Sergeant-
Major Howe, two constables and 26 Africans, including a bugler, in the Town and 
District Police, and a further 8 African police as prison warders.  A sergeant and a 
constable were at Ndola with 19 Africans.  There were two sergeants, a constable 
and 15 African police at Lusaka.  There was a British sergeant and 17 Africans at 
Mazabuka, another at Kalomo with 9 and a  sergeant, a constable and 16 African 
police at Fort Jameson.  18 African police were employed as warders at Mongu and 8 
at Broken Hill.32

Company Sergeant-Major C F Schronen returned from leave on 6 July 1923 and 
acted as RSM when Regimental Sergeant-Major T N J Usher went on leave on 6 
August.  Mr Usher died in England on 14 September 1923 and Mr Schronen became 
European RSM.  His   future son-in-law, L M Clark, was to become a senior 
superintendent in the Northern Rhodesia Police.  Sergeant B J Thomas had joined 
the British South Africa Police as a trooper in 1913.  His association with the Northern 
Rhodesia Police also began during the East African Campaign in 1916.  Thomas was 
mentioned in despatches for recovering a machine gun under fire and remained with 
the Northern Rhodesia Police Service Battalion until after the German surrender at 
Abercorn.  After the war he transfered to the NRP as Machine Gun Sergeant.  He, 
Sergeant-Major Schronen and Sergeants "Porky" Taylor and Dawson, had to build 
their own pole and dagga huts at Livingstone.  Thomas became Regimental 
Sergeant-Major in 1926, being the last RSM of the Northern Rhodesia Police and the 
first RSM of the Northern Rhodesia Regiment before he retired in 1933.  His two sons 
joined the Northern Rhodesia Police in the 1950s.    Constable A G Charters DCM, 
who had distinguished himself at the defence of Fife in 1918 joined the Force on 25 
August 1921, but clearly his career did not prosper.  He was discharged on 8 
September 1924.33      
        
On 15 August 1923, Captain Graham, Lieutenant H Ockendon MC and sixty rank and 
file of the Military Branch, with two Lewis guns, left Livingstone for the Kasempa 
District on the orders of the Administrator to arrest members of the Lubangu tribe, in 
the Jiundu Swamps, who refused to pay tax.  Graham's patrol covered 1,180 miles 
before returning to Livingstone on 16 November.  A number of arrests were made 
and muzzle loading guns seized.  These were stored at Solwezi to be returned to 
their owners at the discretion of the District Commissioner.  Firepower 
demonstrations were given with the Lewis guns.  The private possession of firearms 



had been regulated for the first time by the Firearms Proclamation No.21 of 1922, 
gazetted on 6th January 1923.  The patrol had been drawn from men being trained to 
relieve the company on the Cattle Cordon who had not fired a musketry course since 
before the cordon was set up.  This served to support the argument for raising 
'special police' to man the Cordon.34

During 1923 38 African police were discharged from the Force "time expired", 8 died, 
18 were discharged for medical reasons and 36 as being unsatisfactory.  They were 
replaced by 84 recruits most of whom had previous service in the NRP or the King's 
African Rifles as had nearly all of the 97 who joined in 1924.  This was reported as an 
advantage although the long term effect must have been to create an ageing Force.  
Recruiting was hampered by the fact that higher pay was available in Southern 
Rhodesia.   There was a higher incidence of disciplinary offences among Africans of 
the Town and District Police than in the Military Branch.  This was ascribed to the 
closer supervision of the military personnel.  In 1924 a night school was started at 
Livingstone which was attended by 50% of the Africans serving there.35  
 
At this time the following Government stations were declared "less healthy stations" 
at which a tour of duty of only two and a half years was to be served before a 
European official proceeded on vacation leave:-
                      Petauke       -  East Luangwa District
                      Livingstone   -  Batoka District
                      Feira         -  Luangwa District
                      All Stations  -  Barotse District.
No doubt the declaration of the capital of the Territory as a less healthy station 
prompted the search for a new capital.  The normal tour of duty for a European 
official was, and remained until 1964, three years.  Malaria was prevalent throughout 
Northern Rhodesia.  All white residents took 5 grains of quinine daily.  In 1998 St 
John Sugg wrote in the NRP Association newsletter that despite this regular dosage 
he contracted malaria at Livingstone in 1936 and that since quinine tended to 
suppress rather than prevent the disease most Europeans were "a bit under the 
weather all the time."36 

OFFICERS & BRITISH OTHER RANKS OF THE NORTHERN RHODESIA POLICE 
WHO JOINED BETWEEN 1 JANUARY 1919 & 31 MARCH 1924

 ARUNDELL Francis Douglas MC(LG 1.2.18) 1629 Tpr BSAP 7.12 SRC 15 Lt relinq 
comm 14.12.18 Lt NRP 1.1.19 rsgnd 26.2.22.
 TAYLOR Alfd Ernest ‘Porky’ 1773 BSAP 10.13 SRC A/Sgt MGs MiD Sgt NRP 1.1.19
 DAWSON H E 1890 Tpr BSAP 8.14 Sgt NRP 1.1.19
 SCHWARTZ Const Lusaka 1919
 BALL John 1862 Tpr BSAP 8.7.14 Clerical Staff 20.3.16 S/Cpl 1.5.16 3/S/Sgt 1.7.16 
Sgt RNR 14.2.17 T/2Lt 7.11.17 T/Lt 15.10.18-11.2.19 Sgt NRP 25.2.19 dschge own 
request 30.6.19



 TATE Allan Thos b Birmghm 23.6.93 1566 BSAP 5.12 RNR Sgt Lt 2/Sgt NRP Mil 
6.5.19 T&D 1.10.23 to NyasaldP 28 ACP Nyasld Ag CP rtd 1950.
 UPTON Geo Robt Edwd b1.7.93 BSAP 12.5.14 SRC MGs  MID LG 28.1.19 2/Sgt 
NRP 22.5.19 CSM WO2 1.1.20 RQMS'29 dischge 5.32
 HOPKINS Maj Francis Arthur OBE 12.5.37 1684 BSAP 6.13  Cpl SRC 15 2Lt MBE 
LG4.2.19 Lt HQ SRC, Lt NRP 1.6.19 Capt by 1.4.32 NRR Ag Cmdt 1.10.36-22.1.37 
Staff Paymr KAR 8.8.37 Rtd'39.
 BLISS John Pilling BSAP 3.9.10 NRP 1.7.19?
 HART Henry Geo 'Kangongolo' b17.1.94 2373 Rfn 3SAMR 2.10.13 161955 Gnr RFA 
16.10.16 Cpl B/157 RFA 3.17-19.7.19 Const NRP 1.10.19 3/Sgt'21  2/Sgt 1.10.23  1/
Sgt 24.2.27 Lt 1.8.27 ACP'28 DCP'36 CofP 12.36 rtd 47 Donegal
 CLIFF Ernest b11.2.88 Boy 2Lincolns 22.9.02 Irish Gds 2.9.07-BM NRP 3/Sgt 
1.11.19 2/Sgt 26.5.21 WO2 16.9.24 RTA 7.28 inv 11.28
 JOHNSON Geo Guthrie Stephen SAP 13-16 EA 4.16-2.17 Const NRP 5.11.19 3/Sgt 
by 28.2.23 2/Sgt 12.8.24 Insp 1.8.28 C/I 35 rtd 36
 DICKINSON Fredk Albert 2036 BSAP 19 NRP 1.12.19 Sgt CQMS 31.5.23 RQMS 
1.9.23 WO1 1.4.26 PWD'29
 USHER Thos Nicholas Joseph 1111 Tpr BSAP 2.10.09  2Lt RNR Instr NRR RSM, 
RSM NRP 29.2.20 lve 6.8.23 d UK cerebral tumour 14.9.23
 BOYLE Wm Edmund 5096 Inns Of Ct OTC 26.7.15 2Lt RIF 20.11.15 BEF Lt MGC 
Min Lab UK Const 27.4.20 3/D/Sgt 1.12.21  2/D/Sgt 19.8.24 Ag Ct Clk Lstone 
16.10.25 3/D/Sgt 1.8.27
 HUBBARD Wm John b London 18.1.97 RH&FA'14-19 Tpr BSAP'19-Const NRP 
4.5.20 3/Sgt 1.8.22 2/Sgt 20.8.26 lve 12.7-31.12.26
 WILSON Alexander b12.10.98 Essex RFA TF'15 Cav'17-19 2138 BSAP 11.19 ORS 
NRP 11.6.20 Clk Native Affairs Dept 16.6.27 C/Clk 30 Asst Estab Offr NR'45 rtd'51 
SA d'59
 SMITH Frank Roland BSAP 26.4.19 NRP 16.7.20?
 PARKIN Fredk Wm b Yks 25.5.95 bro of J B War Svce 24.8.14-21.5.18 Const NRP 
17.9.20 3/Sgt by 31.3 dschge own req 30.6.25
 HAMILTON Thos MBE 30; 1550 BSAP 12 CID WO1 i/c CID NRP 19.12.20 Lt 3.7.21 
Capt ACP 1.4.32 rtd 11.32 f/o Supt 
 TYSOE Wm DSO 25.4.18 OBE 36 MC 18 b N'hamptn 24.6.93 s/o shoe laster 12362 
Pte 5Nhants 24.8.14  T/2Lt 7Beds 28.11.17 46RF NRussia 19; 2240 Tpr BSAP 20 
2Lt NRP 1.1.21 Lt 1.10.21 Capt 1.12.30 NRR 1.4.32-37 NR Lab Offr SR 21.6.38 Hon 
Maj 12.3.38 rtd Salisby SR d 29.6.88
 THOMLINSON Alfd b Letchwth 21.10.93 BSAP 15.10.13-Const NRP 6.2.21 3/Sgt by 
27.2.25 dschge own req 31.10.26
 GIDDINGS Lt Col J Duncan War Svce15-8, 2030 BSAP 19.4.19-Const NRP 10.6.21 
2/Sgt 17.3.24 CSM 25.9.26  2Lt 11.3.31 NRR Lt 15.11.34 Maj OC D Coy Somalild'40 
RSupt Div Cmdt NRPR Westn'57
 BAGSHAW Lt Col Arthur Norman MBE b31.5.95 ed Elstow Sch Bedford, bank clk, 
pte Lincs 15.1.15 Instr SArms Sch Strensall, 6Lincs Mudros 11.15 Egypt 12.15 BEF 
7.16 Sgt T/2Lt 1 Leics Cambrai 11.17 w & pow 21.3-12.18 2085 BSAP'19 Cpl; 2/Sgt 
NRP 27.6.21  2Lt 29.6.21  Lt 1.7.22  NRR Capt Bwana Mkubwa Det'38 rsd 2NRR'40, 
4NRR, Cmdt Italian Internmnt Camp 24.1.42  DWar Evacuees & Camps 43 Rtd 49 to 



SR.
 BERWICK Albert Edwd 'George' b Burton-on-Trent 5.3.98 Staffs Y 17.3.14-2.19 
2082  BSAP 11.6.19 Const NRP 15.7.21 3/Sgt 17.3.24 Insp 1.4.29 rtd 33 d14.7.50 
Marandellas
 PICKTHALL Joselyn Richd Murrell BSAP 22.9.19 NRP 29.10.21?
 DIXON Abraham 'Ginger' MC b Cumberld 26.10.96 Pte Bdr? 14 2Lt 4Cheshire 
27.3.18 2257  BSAP 20 Const NRP 6.11.21 3/Sgt 1.7.24 Insp 31.12.30 rtd 33
 SKIPWORTH R G Const NRP 10.3.22 2/Sgt 12.8.24 rtd 10.3.25
 ARNOTT Cecil Rhodes MC, b Stafford 22.9.97 s/o Mental Hosp Supt, ed KEVIGS, 
3618 Tpr 1LG 17.11.14 Cpl 8.15 2Lt MGC 25.5.17 98Coy BEF 10.17 Tpt Offr 33Bn 
10.18-4.19 Lt 25.11.18 Pal Syria 6.19-4.20 Tpr BSAP 6.7.20 S/Cpl 8.21 Const NRP 
14.4.22 D/Const 1.5.24 D/3/Sgt 1.8.24  D/2/Sgt 19.7.25 D/Insp 28 A/Supt 24.6.31 
Sen Offrs Cse NScotld Yd'32 i/c CID 11.32 ACommr Imm Pal'34 ACntrllr Sups'40 
AFood Cntrllr'42 DFd Cntrllr'44 AC Imm'45 Dir Migration'47
 MAXWELL John b Nottghm 20.7.98 F/Sub Lt RNAS 4.17 Lt RAF 1.4.18-1.12.19 
2225 BSAP 1.3.20-Const & Storemn NRP 10.5.22 T&D 3/Sgt 1.7.25 Insp 1.4.31 C/I 
rtd 39
 OCKENDON Harold MC 2Lt 7Essex T/Lt 1Essex 7.1.18 2298 Tpr BSAP 20 2Lt NRP 
25.5.22 Lt 26.5.23 Capt 25.3.32 NRR  DO A/Sec Estabs NRG 11.9.35
 CURNOCK Victor Colin BSAP 11.6.10 Const NRP 13.9.22?
 PAGE W J Const to Customs 7.8.23
 FISH Fredk b Gt Yarmth 5.3.00 RFA'17; 2322 BSAP'20 Const NRP 3.9.23 Sgt 1.7.25 
Insp 1.4.31 rtd'33
 McBRIDE Eric Knox Const QM's 5.3.24 3/Sgt 1.4.26 to S&T 8.10.28
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