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EDITORIAL 
 

My apologies for the delay in getting this 
edition out to you, but Tim asked for it to be 
held back until the venue for the 2020 Reunion 
and AGM could be finalised. He wants to give 
everyone as long a time as possible to make 
arrangements to attend in the hope that this, 
possibly last, annual gathering will be one of 
the best ever attended. Dates and venue can 
be found both on the first page of this edition 
and in the Chairman's Notes.  

This, my penultimate, edition follows the usual form with 
obituaries for Charles Vaughan-Johnson, Bob West and others. I 
mention the former two particularly as I had hoped that they would 
contribute their career stories, of life after the NRP, for the 100th 
edition, which, you may recall from my last editorial, I suggested 
should be devoted to interesting stories of “What Happened Next!” 
Charlie had in fact promised me an article but sadly died before he 
could write it. And Bob passed on before I could approach him. This 
means that I need some copy from you, my readers, to fill the pages 
of the 100th edition. So please let me have reminiscences of life 
and employment since you left NR/Zambia. Wives and widows too. 

I once wrote that NKHWAZI was a BREXIT free zone, I'm afraid 
that you will find the B word among the News from Zambia extracts.   

It has been possible to include rather more photos thanks to 
Derek Hopwood and Nigel Rugman with their pictures from the 
2019 Moor Hall reunion. However, I am afraid that some are 
uncaptioned but in most cases the individuals can be found in other 
pictures and identified by the viewer. If your picture appears 
uncaptioned and unidentifiable, my apologies, but you had probably 
hidden your name tag.   

Enjoy. Maf 
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VALETE 

Charles Philip Talbot Vaughan-Johnson died 10 January at 
Muchelney, Somerset, aged 84 

 

Betty Dunn, wife of Keith, died on 6 February 2019, aged 94. 

 

Byron A. Wright, Died unexpectedly in California March/April 2019 
probably of a heart attack, aged 78*. 

 

Audrey Docking, widow of Tony, died on 17 April. 

 

Glyn W. Martin (Chunkie) died 18 May in Margate Hospital, Natal 
after a long battle with cancer, aged 86. 

 

William M. (Bill) Campion died in his sleep 24 May at home, 
aged 87. 

Ian A. Grant died at the end of April in Southern France of a heart 
attack aged 80. 

 

Thea Fleming, wife of Jack, died at Singleton, New South Wales, 
Australia on 2nd June  

 

Basil C. Borradale died 11 June at Eshowe, Kwazulu Natal, RSA 
aged 91. 

 

* His age has been calculated from the birth date given in Tim's 
'History of the NRP'. 
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OBITUARIES 
 

MEMORIES OF MY BROTHER 
CHARLES VAUGHAN JOHNSON 

I wish to thank my nephew Simon Vaughan 
Johnson for allowing me to include some of his 
tribute delivered at Charles’s funeral. 

Charles was born in 1934 at Cheltenham, 
some six years after my older brother John and 
myself.  Our father being a clergyman, never 

stayed in one place for very long and our early life was spent in and 
around Cornwall from 1936 until the end of the war in 1945 with a brief 
stint in Malvern, Glos., in between, Charles was educated at St 
Bede’s, Corfe House, St. Edward’s School, Oxford (evacuation from 
Eastbourne) and later at Croftinloan, Pitlochry followed by five years 
at Trinity College Glenalmond, Perthshire for 5 years when our father 
moved to Nairn in Scotland. During his time at Glenalmond Charles 
was awarded the Paton Cup for achieving the highest average score 
throughout the year for shooting. 

After the completion of his schooling Charles, in 1952 was called 
up for national service and was recruited into the Royal Navy and 
posted to HMS Victory, Portsmouth. Charles served as an ordinary 
seaman upon HMS Implacable (carrier) and HMS Welcome 
(minesweeper), whilst aboard the HMS Welcome, he was nearly 
swept overboard during a tempest in the North Sea.  Luckily a friend 
managed to catch him by his foot in the nick of time. Charles did not 
swim until he learnt many years later. In 1953 he was invalided out of 
the navy after 20 months service due to extreme eczema caused by 
toxic chemicals. For a brief time, he was a schoolmaster at a Scottish 
prep school. He used to joke about the need to keep the classroom 
windows open, even during the chilly highland winters! 

In 1954 I had become engaged to Honor Waddingham (an 
Australian nurse whom I met earlier in Livingstone N R.). Honor at that 
stage was in England touring around as well as staying with my 
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parents in Nairn. We had set a wedding date for 15th December in 
Choma and Charles accompanied Honor to NR, to fulfil his joint duties 
as fiancée escort and my best man. Charles stayed on in Choma and 
in 1955 joined the N.R Police as an assistant inspector. On completion 
of his training at Lilayi Police Training College was awarded the first 
baton of honour as best recruit that year. 

Charles was appointed as the first Officer in Charge at the newly 
established Kariba station in 1955 where he remained until he 
returned to the UK on leave and subsequently resigned from the NRP. 

After twelve months, staying with our parents in West Dean, 
Charles in 1958 returned to NR to join the Government civil service, 
serving in the chairman of Committee’s office. At that stage the 
Committee was a highly influential one-man band, Charles increased 
the office personnel by one hundred per cent. During this time Charles 
passed Bar exams and started in what he envisioned was his future 
career path. In 1960 Charles was appointed clerk (for civil and criminal 
matters) of the resident magistrate’s court, Lusaka and was admitted 
to Gray’s Inn. 

In 1961 Charles married Sue Jones, the daughter of Humphrey and 
Dimps Jones who at that stage held multi ministerial portfolios in the 
Government. 

Charles decided on his return to the UK with Sue that he would 
need to take employment whilst he studied law part time so he started 
out as a trainee trust administrator for the Westminster Bank in 
Bournemouth. In order to enhance his financial situation Charles 
discovered he needed to take more banking exams, until eventually  
the law took a back seat to his new career in banking.  He took the 
Bar Exams and the Chartered Institute of Banking Exams, passing 
with a number of distinctions, several years later establishing the 
Chartered Institute of Bankers in Bermuda. 

Charles achieved the level of President and Chief Executive of the 
largest international banking group in Bermuda, which was a great 
honour since he wasn’t a Bermudian.  It is noteworthy that in honour 
of Charles’s distinguished contribution to the business, the Bank in 
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Bermuda flew their flag at half-mast on their head office building in 
Bermuda on the day of his funeral. After retiring from the Bank of 
Bermuda, Charles became Vice Chairman of Duncan Lawrie, retiring 
from the board of the parent company, Camellia Plc, in his 80th year. 
Amongst his honours, Charles was a Freeman of the City of London 
for nearly 29 years. He always fancied the idea of exercising his right 
to walk through the City with a flock of sheep! 

Charles remained an enthusiastic member of the Northern 
Rhodesia Police Association and the Honorable Artillery Club. Charles 
was Chairman of the Bermuda Society for a number of years and he 
spent many hours as a fully qualified Ham Radio operator in both 
Bermuda and the Isle of Wight. 

Last, but not least, Charles acted as group treasurer of the Langport 
group of churches. He cared very much for this church, safely opening 
and locking it up every day, with his beloved dog Mina at his heels. 

Charles is survived and will be sadly missed by his second wife 
Anita (Sue died in 1997), children Simon, John and Jill, his 
grandchildren, his siblings John, Rob and Mairi and his wide circle of 
extended family and friends. 

 

“A life of service is a life well and greatly lived.”  
Omoakhuana Anthonia 

Robin Vaughan Johnson 

 

ROBERT (BOB) CHARLES WEST. 

(Bob's death was announced in the previous 
issue) 

Bob was born on 5 November 1941 in 
Bournehurst Kent.  He was educated at Erith 
Grammar School and left when he was 16.  He 
then hitch-hiked round Europe before following 
his brother Ken and joining the NRP. 
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He accredited as a Cadet in December 1960.  His first posting was 
to Ndola where he remained until his Assistant Inspectors course, 
passing out in November 1961. He then served at Broken Hill before 
resigning in December 1963. 

He worked for a short time in South Africa and whilst there gained 
a Private Pilot’s Licence. A keen sailor, he left South Africa and 
navigated a yacht in an ocean race to Rio de Janiero.  Leaving South 
America he returned to UK and took up thatching. He taught himself 
and started a thatching business which by summer 1976 employed 
three other thatchers and an office manager. He thatched The Globe 
Theatre and worked on projects in Taiwan, China and the USA.  His 
entrepreneurial spirit led him to set up thatching franchises so that he 
eventually had forty teams. In 1991 he won a Business Development  
Award. He became a Master Thatcher and was Chairman of their 
Association in 2010 winning an award for Outstanding Achievement. 
In 1988 Bob leased a farm on the Duke of Wellington’s Estate near 
Reading where he became one of UKs largest producers of thatching 
straw. 

In the meantime with self-taught engineering skills he restored two 
vintage helicopters and in order to fly them gained a Helicopter Pilot’s 
Licence.  He also restored two vintage Sunbeam Talbots.  As a keen 
fly fisherman and, having sold the thatching business, he bought a 
Trout Fishery at Avington near Winchester which he ran very 
successfully. He also bought a derelict watermill in Normandy which 
he carefully restored so that the machinery was rebuilt and ready to 
grind corn. 

He was a staunch member of the NRP Association, attending many 
reunions and was a key member of the Committee organising the 50th 
Anniversary. 

Very sadly Bob died suddenly on 4th January this year.  There were 
over 200 mourners at his funeral at Basingstoke Crematorium 
representing the many aspects of his life. NRPA members attending 
were Messrs: Wheeler, DuRose, Hawkins, Cribb, Hambly, Whatley, 
Rugman, Riches, Flower-Smith, Madge and Hunt. 

Bob is mourned by his wife Ginnie and family. 

Jon Richie 

8
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BYRON A WRIGHT AKA JOHN TREVELYN 

This has been taken from his publisher's notes on Amazon 

Byron wrote under the pseudonym John Trevelyn. 

For reasons best known to himself Byron did not want his actual 
current likeness to be shown.  

He was born just before WW2 started, on a 16th century farm in 
North Wales, UK.  His first recollection in life, was seeing a German 
bomber shot down in flames over the farm fields; his next recollection 
was being caught doing a pre-taste on the icing of his 5th birthday 
cake.  No electricity, no gas, outdoor toilet, milking cows, harvesting 
hay and corn, all original memories.  His parents did their traditional 
best, mapping out a 'local' life; however he had inherited the genes of 
a grandfather adventurer who died leaving his wealth to his mistress, 
and his wife to John's parent's care. 

John discovering that he was an educational failure; cut his losses 
and joined the British Army, Parachute Regiment at seventeen and a 
half. Farm driven fitness and luck got him accepted and he spent three 
years visiting hot, dusty, sometimes dangerous, always interesting 
Middle East climates. A quiet spell of barrack duty in the UK brought 
on need for a change.  So off to Northern Rhodesia, (now Zambia) 
Africa, for a tour as a Colonial police officer. 

Then the Congo independence arrived. With his tour over, John 
went into the Congo as a volunteer to rescue white settlers in Katanga. 
He stayed several years until two near life threatening misses on an 
otherwise sunny, Sunday morning, hinted that it was time to move on. 

Back in the UK lack of sunshine and another stroke of luck sent 
him back to Africa as marketing manager, Africa for a British company. 
He roamed across some 20 African countries, before meeting an 
American lady in Malawi and ending up on the west coast of the USA 
where eventually he retired.  

An old hobby raised its head - writing. Thus started the Amazon -- 
Kindle saga: 'Market Manager, Africa, --before cell phones and  
emails.' Memoirs of his later African days.  
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He was in the process of writing an ongoing adventure series based 
on his years as a mercenary in the Congo wars of the 1960's. A series 
of adventures based on fact. Rescuing settlers and fighting assorted 
African tribesmen in a wild and dangerous part of the world are 
brought to life. 

(Information forwarded by Frank Short from Byron's lady friend in 
America puts his birth in 1938 but The History of the NRP has a date 
of 22/11/40. The information also stated that there would be no 
autopsy so a heart attack is the assumed cause of death. Ed)    

 

IAN GRANT  

“Ian was a CID officer working with me at Broken Hill – Kabwe.  We 
carried out some fine investigations; including breaking up the huge 
post independence black market in petrol, ce and prosecuting a 
number of Namibia terrorist organisations couriers, who were 
transporting large amounts of arms and explosives down the old Great 
Northern Road (via the so called Piccadilly circus, near Mkushi).  He 
also accompanied me to Livingstone on a high level investigation, 
involving a political plot by local UNIP leaders against the President 
in 1965. We drove down overnight and slept in the car at the Falls 
until working hours! 

He was then posted to Lusaka on security work and during that 
time became the personal bodyguard of President Kaunda. I believe 
that he retired from Zambia Police circa 1969 and was involved in a 
number of Zambia businesses including food imports, running a 
Datsun car agency and crop spraying (he held a pilot’s licence). 

After his return to the UK, he took a new tack and started a career 
in finance, eventually becoming a director of GUS. 

Ian and Valerie were participants on the Z04, NRP visit to Zambia 
and South Africa. 

Ian is survived by his wife Valerie and their children.” 
 

Brian Lamb  
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THEA FLEMING 

“She was a remarkable lady in so many ways- nurse, midwife, 
veterinary nurse, award wining artist, Citizen of the Year in Singleton, 
caring for others to the last”. 

Thea drew the cover for 'The Donas Remember' and her early life 
in Africa is written by her in the book. 

Shirley Schofield  
 

BASIL M. BORRADALE 

I first met Basil Borradale in 1954 at lunchtime in the bar of the 
Monze Hotel. I was on detachment from Mazabuka and he was 
travelling from Lusaka back to Livingstone. We were both in uniform 
and enjoyed a beer or two getting to know each other before he drove 
on. Later, after my transfer to Livingstone, he and I spent a week in 
Johannesburg, South Africa looking for a European thief, a former 
Rhodesia Railways employee, for whom I had a Warrant of Arrest 
issued by the Resident Magistrate, Livingstone. Assisted 

by two warrant officers of the South African Police we found our 
thief in Benoni. We obtained a Warrant of Removal from the Benoni 
magistrate and escorted him by train back to Livingstone for trial and 
conviction. Late in 1955 Basil was Ken Horsman’s best man at the 
time of his wedding in Livingstone. It was there I met my present wife 
Ray who was the bridesmaid. Some years later Basil was appointed 
ADC to the Governor. He can be seen in the photograph taken of a 
passing out parade at Lilayi. (Page 319 of Tim Wright’s History of the 
NRP.) 

After retiring from the NRP Basil joined “Mad Mike” Hoare’s famous 
No. 5 Commando in the Congo. He is mentioned in Hoare’s book 
“Congo Mercenary” where he is described dispatching a member of 
the enemy with his own spear. Later, whilst employed as the Personal 
Assistant to the Mayor of Salisbury, S. Rhodesia, he served as a 
territorial with the rank of captain in the Rhodesia Regiment. We met 
whilst he was at the School of Infantry in Gwelo and in the field. 
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With the advent of Mugabe, Basil moved to Zululand where he 
became an estate agent. We met again at NRP Reunions in South 
Africa and the last time we spoke was by phone in 2011. 

Basil was a gentleman with perfect manners who has led a very 
interesting life. 

Peter Williams  
 

THE CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 
You will read elsewhere in this edition, and see photographic 

evidence, of the excellent May reunion laid on for us once more by 
the indefatigable Chris Lyon at the Moor Hall Hotel. Assisted by Nigel 
Rugman, Chris is already busy with the 2020 Summer Reunion which, 
as you will see from the Minutes of the AGM will be the last in the 
traditional hotel stay format. Each year more of us find travel difficult, 
if not impossible, but those of you who still can should not miss the 
opportunity to attend from Thursday 21st May to Saturday 23rd May 
2020 at the Oxford Belfry near Thame. Put it in your diary now. It’s no 
use saying ‘I’ll put it off until 2021’! 

The December reunion lunch at the Union Jack Club, ably 
organised by Russ Whatley, continues to be well attended, and will, 
of course, take place on Wednesday 4th December this year. There 
is every reason to believe it will be viable in December 2020 and even 
beyond. 

Thanks to Vivien Coates our website, www.nrpa.org.uk, continues 
to attract interest and is likely to become of increasing importance to 
us as a means of communication.  

In the last six months we have heard from two long lost comrades, 
John Murray, alive and well and living in Joburg and, no relation, Iain 
Murray, whom we hope to see in December. We were pleased to see 
Martin Cooke at Moor Hall this May.  

A retired Lincolnshire inspector requested information on NRP 
uniforms and discovered that Chris Crawford is living in that county. 
We were contacted by Mark, son of Bernard Gardner, Mark Appleton, 
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grandson of David, John Fortier, grandson of Harry Withington and 
Donovan Thompson grandson of Mac and Maggie. He assures us that 
Maggie continues to keep the family in order in SA. 

Malcolm, our editor, is now working on NKHWAZI No.100, a special 
number due out in early 2020, for which he still needs more copy 
especially interesting accounts of your post-NRP careers. Help him to 
make it truly memorable and a fitting climax to his two long spells as 
editor. We owe him a great debt but unfortunately he has decided that 
No.100 will be his last NKHWAZI. This does not mean that NKHWAZI 
must die. Surely one of you has sufficient skills, energy and interest 
to step into the breach or, perhaps, has a younger family member with 
experience in printing or publishing who would be prepared to take on 
the task for a few years for payment of reasonable expenses. 

(Anyone interested in taking over NKHWAZI should get in touch I am 
very willing to offer help and advice. Maf) 

 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
OF THE NORTHERN RHODESIA POLICE ASSOCIATION 

HELD AT THE MOOR HALL HOTEL 
ON FRIDAY 17TH MAY, 2019. 

Present: 

The Council: 

Tim Wright - Chairman 

Phil Witherspoon - Vice-Chairman 

Jerry Miller - Treasurer 

Vivien Coates 

Russ Whatley 

Nigel Rugman 

Chris Lyon- Secretary
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AND MEMBERS: Fred Birtall, John Coates, Roy Coppard,  
Martin Cooke, Nighean Darlaston, Michael Folie-Crowther,  
John Hambly, Jeremy Hawkins, Derek Hopwood, Colin Jennings,  
Don MacLean, Frank McGovern, Derek Mulrooney, Ray Nesbitt,  
Mel O’Brien, John Owen, Sheila Parrish, Arthur Pulford,  
Keith Ratcliffe, Jack Saunders, Vic Schofield, Ken Shutt,  
Russ Tobin, Ralph Wardle,Dick Younge. 

 

1. Roll of Honour 

The Chairman welcomed members to the A.G.M. and asked them to 
stand while the Secretary read out the roll of those former members 
of the N.R.P.A. who had died in the last 12 months: 

 

Harry Waters 

Christine Court (nee Eglin) 

John Spofforth 

Don Bracey 

Betty Dunn 

Byron Wright 

Audrey Docking 

 

2. Apologies. 

Apologies had been received from: 

Frank Short, Gerry Muir, John Cribb, Dave Durose Ian Nicholas,  
Bertie Cubitt, Malcolm Flower-Smith, Annette Barr, Brian Lamb,  
Ted Stevenson, Nick Hulett, Sam Beard, Hamish Scott-Knight,  
Paul Wheeler, Chalky White, Norrie Parker, Nigel Pearson, 
John Lawrence, John McFall, John Beecroft, Bill Topley,  
Bill Francis, Roger Heckford, David Deptford and Mike Haselden. 
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3. Minutes of the 2018 A.G.M. 

The minutes had been published in NKHWAZI issue 98. Jeremy 
Hawkins proposed that they be accepted and was seconded by 
Roy Coppard. Minutes approved nem con. 

 

4. Matters arising. 

No matters arising. 

 

5. Chairman’s address. 

In November commemorations concerning the centenary of the 
surrender of the German East African Forces took place at Chambeshi 
and Mbala (Abercorn) where a wreath to the NRP was laid by General 
The Lord Richards, a former Chief of Defence Staff. 

The N.R.P.A. website continues to get more and more new contacts 
and has drawn in ex N.R.P. officers to join the N.R.P.A. Sons and 
grandsons have expressed an interest some as a means of 
establishing British citizenship. A member of the Nyasaland Police 
Association has promised an article for NKHWAZI on the visit of the 
N.R.P. to Nyasaland in 1953. 

 

6. Treasurer’s report and presentation of Accounts. 

Jerry Miller thanked John Camidge for carrying out the audit of the 
Association’s accounts for the year 2018/2019. The accounts had 
been distributed to members attending the AGM. 

It had been a quiet year for the financial operations of the NRPA, there 
having been no major expenditures apart from the publication of 
NKHWAZI and the operation of the website. 

It was proposed by Jack Saunders, seconded by Roy Coppard that 
the accounts be approved; carried nem. Con. 
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7. Election of Officers. 

For the election of officers Roy Coppard was invited to take the chair. 
He advised the meeting that he had ascertained that Tim Wright was 
willing to continue as Chairman and proposed that Tim Wright should 
continue in this post and this was seconded by Derek Mulrooney. 
There being no other nominations the motion was carried nem con. 
Roy Coppard advised that Phil Witherspoon was willing to continue 
as Vice-Chairman and proposed that Phil Witherspoon should 
continue in the post. This was seconded by Colin Jennings and carried 
nem con. 

Roy Coppard had established that the entire Council viz Jerry Miller, 
Vivien Coates, Nigel Rugman, Russ Whatley and Chris Lyon were 
willing to continue in office. Roy Coppard called for any nominations 
for the Council and there being none proposed, seconded by Nighean 
Darlaston, that the Council be re-elected for the forthcoming year; 
carried nem con. 

Tim Wright resumed the chair and a vote of thanks to the Council for 
its work during the past year was proposed by Roy Coppard and 
carried by acclamation. 

 

8. NKHWAZI 

The Chairman said that the next year's issue of NKHWAZI would be 
number 100 and this excellent product would be a bumper edition. 
The editor was appealing for plenty of contributions of reminiscences, 
reports from overseas members and photos. 

The editor, Malcolm Flower-Smith, had announced that the 100th 
edition would be his last as he would no longer be able to continue as 
editor. The Chairman reminded the meeting that Malcolm had stepped 
into the breach when David Williams had died and had ensured the 
continuing publication of NKHWAZI. If there were no volunteers to 
take over as Editor of NKHWAZI then consideration would need to be 
given to using the NRPA website as means of passing news to 
members. 

16
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The Chairman pointed out that the continuation of the Association very 
much depended on NKHWAZI and the reunions. 

John Hambly suggested that any off-spring of members with suitable 
experience might take on the editorial post for an honorarium. 

 

9. 2020 Reunion Venue 

The Council proposed that the reunion be held at the Oxford Belfry, a 
hotel at which reunions had been held before. Nigel Rugman and 
Chris Lyon would enter into negotiations with the hotel to secure a 
satisfactory agreement. 2020 will be the last reunion to be held in its 
present form so it is hoped that it would be attended by as many 
members as possible. 

The Christmas reunion would be held at the Union Jack Club on 
4th December, 2019. 

The Chairman declared the Annual General Meeting closed at  
6.00 pm 
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2019 ANNUAL REUNION 
THURSDAY AND FRIDAY 16TH & 17TH MAY 

Your Council were watching the reception desk anxiously at the 
Moor Hall Hotel to see whether all who had booked to attend were 
actually coming. Disability and mobility problems and, dare I say it, 
death had taken their toll during the year since the last reunion but, 
happy to relate, a total of 56 members gathered together for the two 
days. 

One of the most pleasant and heartening features of our reunions 
is the gathering together in the bar on the Thursday evening to hear 
cries of welcome followed almost immediately by the “when we” 
stories and reminiscences. This year we had friends who had not been 
to reunions for many years reappearing and new members attending 
for the first time drawn in by discovering the existence of the 
Association on our website. Tell your friends about this amazing 
special piece of technology of the 21 st century, there are sure to be 
more ex NRP comrades who need to find us. 

On Friday morning a party of sixteen of us went by coach to 
Molseley Old Hall near Wolverhampton. This National Trust property 
is an extensive 17th century farm house still in its original state even 
down to the massive iron studded door through which King Charles II 
passed in flight from his defeat at the Battle of Worcester. While taking 
refuge in the Hall he had, on occasion, to hide in the priest’s hole and 
we were able to peer down it and imagine the feelings of a cramped, 
confined King of England. We had the benefit of an enthusiastic and 
expert guide throughout our tour and all of us were delighted with the 
visit. 

The AGM took place after our return and was much taken up with 
discussing the future of the Northern Rhodesia Police Association. 

Our ‘formal’ dinner took place in the evening preceded by the 
private bar for free drinks funded by the association. This was 
enthusiastically supported as was the dinner. However many times 
we have met for the reunion over the years we still have much to say 
to each other and long may this continue. 
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Dick Younge and Martin Cooke

Annabelle and Russ Whatley, Janice Hambly

2019 ANNUAL REUNION
Photo Credits: Derek Hoopwood & Nigel Rugman 
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Chris, David and Rhona Lyon

20
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Sock Horror! There can only be one man....

Nighean Darlaston flanked by Colin Jennings 
and Derek Hoopwood.
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Martin Cooke with Mel O'Brien to his side and  
Sheila and Don Maclean in front.

Dick and Keiko Younge
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Vivien Coates, Russ Whatley Phil and Anne Witherspoon

Ray and June Nesbitt with Anne Beauchamp
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Elizabeth Hawkins and Helen Cooper

Phil Witherspoon, Derek Hoopwood and Anne Witherspoon
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Trish Rugman, Ven John Hawkins and Sheila Maclean

Roy Coppard, Jean and Jack Saunders
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Hazel Wardle, Tim Wright, Amanda Whatley and John Coates

Bridget and Colin Jennings
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At the AGM. Your Committee Vivien Coates, Jerry Miller, 
Phil Witherspoon, Tim Wright, Chris Lyon and Russ Whatley 
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Our Chairman's post dinner speech
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NEWS OF OURSELVES 
It was great to have a phone call and chat from John Beecroft just 
before Easter (my Law instructor at Training School in 1959) and to 
hear he is keeping reasonably fit though, as with many of us 
octogenarians, with a little help from the medics. 

 

Frank Short has been in touch and sent 
the following letter: 

I don't have the record of the NRP Band but somewhere I do have 
a tape of the NRP marching songs that was given to me by Danny 
Robinson (NRP) when I left the Royal Hong Kong Police in '71.  
Tonight, feeling somewhat nostalgic for those good old NRP days, I 
happened to come across the following on the internet with a little 
Googleing. (see below).  I opened the link in my web browser and was 
really delighted to play a recording of NKHWAZI with a high quality of 
sound reproduction. With a full glass of brandy it was quite emotional 
to listen to the rendering of the NRP Band as I first recalled on parade 
at Lilyai in September 1962. 

I know David Deptford, as the then Commandant of the RHKP 
Training School, had the RHKP Band play NKHWAZI on several 
occasions and the march, I believe, featured in the centenary disk 
released by the RHKP..  

When Lawson Hicks, then the Deputy Inspector General of Colonial 
Police visited the New Hebrides Constabulary in 1973, where I was 
the Northern District Police Commander at the time, I had NKHWAZI 
relayed over the airports announcement system. Lawson stood to 
attention before boarding his small plane back to Port Vila and was 
very touched, I could see, by the rendition of the march. 

For those like myself who might not have the NRP Band music I 
suggest opening this link and enjoying, once again, the link to our 
shared past and comradeship.                            
https://www.rhodesia.me.uk/music-and-songs/ 

Sincerely Frank 
 

(Thank you Frank, I certainly enjoyed hearing the march again Ed.) 
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A RESCUE AT THE VICTORIA FALLS 
The Victoria Falls is arguably the most widely known tourist 

attraction on the Zambezi River and one which, during colonial days, 
had been fairly free from tragedy. I can however recall the occasion 
when a cameraman was probably swept over the Falls during the 
filming of “Duel in the Jungle” starring our Michael Mutaka, but my 
most vivid recollection is that of the young Southern Rhodesian who 
fell over at the Eastern Cataract. 

It was mid 1955 and I was the Investigation Branch officer on call 
at Livingstone Police Station when I visited the Inquiry Office late one 
evening. As I chatted with the staff on duty a car skidded to a stop 
outside and two distraught looking white men rushed in saying their 
companion had fallen over the Victoria Falls. I knew one of them from 
when he had been erecting new telephone lines in the Belingwe 
district of Southern Rhodesia. They said they had been viewing the 
Falls by moonlight when their companion had slipped. 

Leaving the staff to record and report the incident I accompanied 
the two to the Eastern Cataract where they pointed out of narrow strip 
of rock jutting into the gorge two meters or so from where the Zambezi 
plunged over. The face of the gorge at this point is sheer yet quite well 
covered with scrub clinging to its face and well watered by the spray. 
They described how all three had stepped out onto the rock to obtain 
a better view and without warning one had slipped and with a startled 
cry had fallen down through the scrub out of sight. They had called 
down but could hear nothing but the roar of the falling water. 

I was quite familiar with the general area and knew of a route to 
the bottom of the gorge below the cataract although I had never 
followed it. I told the two to wait for the arrival of my colleagues from 
Livingstone and made my way down.  A steep little used path led to a 
vertical chain ladder which enabled me to reach the bottom. There, 
within meters of the mass of water crashing into the lower river and 
deafened by the roar I found a shoe which could not have been there 
for long. There was no sign of the fallen person. Soaked to the skin 
by the spray I climbed back up convinced the poor chap was dead 
and that his body was on its way to the Silent Pool, if not already there. 
Upon my arrival back at the top I found a number of my colleagues 
including the Divisional Criminal Investigation Officer (DCIO) Dennis 
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Brockwell. I showed the shoe to the victim’s companions who said 
they were sure it was his. I then reported to Dennis Brockwell who 
commented I had been lucky not to have been washed away by one 
of the periodic surges of water at the bottom of the gorge. Then, 
having limited equipment there was little that could be done before 
dawn. 

With the arrival of dawn came coffee and sandwiches with the 
compliments of the Victoria Falls Hotel management, followed by a 
stream of sightseers. In those days we had no binoculars on issue but 
fortunately a sightseer had a pair and after a long search of the cliff 
face from the opposite side of the narrow gorge he saw a foot 
protruding from the scrub about half way down. A foot without a shoe 
and it moved. There was no doubt it was the fallen person caught up 
in the scrub, also, he must be injured and in a perilous position. It was 
also quite clear it would be impossible for a rescue party to climb up 
or down to reach him. Proper recovery equipment would be needed. 

It was now time to request the assistance of the Victoria Falls 
rescue team established and funded by the Southern Rhodesian 
government. It was manned by the British South Africa Police (BSAP) 
and the Southern Rhodesian Game Department both located on the 
other side of the river. Their equipment included a boom and cradle. 
The local game ranger was lowered and he reported the fallen person 
was injured and in need of medical stabilization before he could be 
moved. Dr. Dunn the Government Medical Officer (GMO) Livingstone 
Hospital, not a young man, was lowered with the game ranger and 
the casualty was eventually brought to the top. 

The rescue was not without difficulty. It received widespread 
coverage in the southern African press. A full account appeared in the 
old Outspan magazine together with photographs including one of 
Ken Horsman of Livingstone Traffic Police sitting on the rock from 
which the fall had taken place.  

Does anyone know where Ken is today? 

Both Dr. Dunn and the game ranger were awarded with the BEM 
and I believe the casualty made a complete recovery. 

Peter Williams 
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A SURPRISE ENCOUNTER 
In 1964 I was an Inspector in the Northern Rhodesia Police 

stationed at the Mobile Unit, Bwana Mkubwa and the Platoon 
Commander of D3 Platoon. 

In August 1964 my platoon had been called out to Chinsali to deal, 
together with other platoons, with the Lumpa uprising and we were 
camped at Chinsali Police Station.  After the so called battle of Sione, 
in which my platoon was involved, we were tasked with extensive 
patrolling to try and limit the clashes between Lumpa supporters called 
Lenshena after their leader Alice Lenshena and supporters of UNIP 
(United National Independence Party) led by Kenneth Kaunda.     

One evening I was briefed and in turn briefed the platoon that we 
had been tasked with clearing the road from Chinsali as far as 2 miles 
down the Great North Road, both of which were dirt roads, with the 
object of circumventing any possible ambush positions and 
ascertaining whether there was any Lumpa movement or activity in 
the area of the road to protect a re-supply Convoy. 

The re-supply convoy would consisted of some 12 Heavy vehicles, 
the loads consisting of all manner of required items including 
ammunition, the convoy being guarded by a platoon from the Army 
also in vehicles.  The vehicles would come from the Copperbelt and 
Lusaka, meeting up at the Kapiri Mposhi Junction, camping at Kapiri 
Mposhi for the night and then coming on as a whole up the Great 
North Road to Chinsali refueling halfway up the road from a lorry with 
44 gallon drums, very early the next morning. 

At Chinsali next morning, reveille was at 0500 hours, I left with the 
platoon at about 0600 hours and proceeded down the road checking 
out possible ambush positions and questioning the odd local that we 
encountered.  No use starting too early as you need daylight to see 
under culverts. 

I had a Platoon convoy of three Landrovers and a Bedford TCV.  
The Platoon members were armed with rifles, myself and my 2 i/c, 
Tom Mupapiri, had Sterlings and the Bren Group were tasked with 
convoy protection from the TCV cab hatch. 

At about 1030 hours we had finished clearing the Chinsali Road, 
had turned south onto the Great North Road and were nearing the 
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end of our patrol task when we came upon a large culvert. I stopped 
the convoy, debussed the platoon to check the area when I glanced 
over to the other side of the road and saw to my utter astonishment a 
European Male in Civilian clothes standing on the road verge with a 
suitcase at his side watching us. 

I gave orders for sweeps to be carried out either side of the road 
and under the culvert, with my 2 i/c supervising this exercise and 
placed sentries round the vehicles.   

As a matter of record there was a burning village about a mile from 
us and tall plumes of smoke were rising from it, but no evidence as to 
who might be responsible or who might be the victim as UNIP and 
Lenshena were burning each others villages at that time. 

I walked over to the European with Sergeant Major Simonze and 
abruptly asked him “Who the hell are you and what are you doing 
here” as I was in a hurry to complete the sweeps before the re-supply 
convoy arrived and looking back I regret that it was not the time for 
polite conversation. 

He was highly indignant and immediately demanded to know, in a 
very British accent, why he should enlighten me with any information, 
except that he was a Naval Officer. 

I in turn advised him that he was in the middle of what was virtually 
a war zone, pointed out the smoke, identified myself in terms of 
Standing Orders and advised him that if I did not receive satisfactory 
answers to my questions I would place him under arrest until I could 
verify his identity and purpose for being there, which I was legally 
entitled to do under the circumstances. 

I cannot remember his name but I do remember that he came down 
off his high horse and stated that he was a Midshipman from a British 
Cruiser Squadron visiting Dar-es-Salaam, in Tanganyika. 

He further stated that he was on leave making for Salisbury in 
Southern Rhodesia to visit relations and had hitched lifts.  These lifts 
ended when the driver had turned off towards Chinsali, but pointed 
him in the direction of the Copper Belt and he had started walking to 
the position where we had discovered him. 

He stated that he had no idea of the Lumpa Uprising and our 
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presence was a complete surprise to him as he had been assured by 
the Tanganyika Police in Dar-es-Salaam, when he checked with them, 
that it was, as far as they knew, safe for him to hitch hike down the 
Great North Road.  He then produced his Naval Identity Card to 
confirm his identity and his leave pass which were both in order. 

I had a short way to go down the road before I completed our task 
so I informed him that I could not leave him at the side if the road nor 
allow him to proceed further on foot for his own safety.   

I stated that he could come voluntarily with us or I could make it 
official and take him into protective custody.  However if he came with 
me of his own free will then once back in camp in Chinsali I was sure 
that we could find him a lift to the Copper Belt and then he could 
proceed to Salisbury by train. 

He was agreeable with this solution and stated that he wished to 
accompany us back to camp and take his chance in finding a lift south. 

At this time Tom came up and stated that he had completed the 
sweep as ordered and that there was nothing untoward. I embussed 
the Platoon and put the Midshipman in the back of the TCV with the 
bulk of the platoon, finished the road check, retraced our steps and 
waited at the Chinsali turnoff for the convoy to come through. 

The convoy came up to our position about 60 minutes later, and I 
think the sight of a heavily armed Army Escort with them finally 
convinced our reluctant Midshipman that I was not telling “porkies”.     
The Convoy passed us with much waving and we then followed them 
back to Chinsali without incident. 

When I got back to camp at Chinsali I made a report concerning 
the presence of the Naval Midshipman to Superintendent Alan Lloyd, 
the Midshipman thanked us for picking him up and on the instructions 
from the Superintendent I handed him over to the tender mercies of 
HQ Staff. 

I lost sight of him as we went out again early next day on another 
duty but I was advised on enquiry later that day that he had managed 
to obtain a lift in a Dakota to Lusaka.   

My Sergeant Major opined that it was very lucky that we had come 
across him and not a raiding war party otherwise we could have found 
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his dead body by the side of the road: He hoped that the Navy lad 
realized his good luck. 

Whether he got to Salisbury I do not know as I never heard from 
him again but what extraordinary things happen when you least 
expect them and at the oddest of times. 

Bertie Cubitt.             
 

The Chilubi Island Incident (Continued) 
The incident might have ended there, had not George (quite 

correctly) sent off a situation report to his DC the next morning, a 
Sunday, stating what had happened. When the boatman set out with 
George's letter, a rumour started to circulate through the villages that 
the army was to be called in, which further inflamed an already 
unstable situation on the island. The reaction of the DC was to 
assemble all his dozen or so District Messengers and John Sharp the 
District Assistant (a sort of Warrant officer to Cockburn's 2nd 
lieutenancy), arm them with whatever weapons he could put his hands 
on, and descend on Chilubi that same day in the launch. Most of the 
Messengers had shotguns or game rifles; the boma possessed 
nothing more than three old .303 rifles of dubious reliability, one of 
which was already on the island under George's control. At dawn the 
next morning, the DC ordered George to remain at the sub-boma with 
Barbara and their Alsatian dog, while he led his motley force on an 
expedition to restore order. The launch followed them along the coast, 
so as to be on hand to bring them all back to the sub-boma with their 
prisoners. 

The DC found a large, noisy crowd in and around the ZANC office, 
some armed with sticks and spears. Disconcerted at this unexpected 
demonstration of hostility and heavily outnumbered, he attempted 
briefly to parley with some apparent ringleaders, but this only made 
matters worse and the crowd began to advance threateningly on the 
official party. Their withdrawal quickly became a headlong retreat 
down the bush path back to the sub-boma and its bungalow, four miles 
away. Shots were fired on both sides and the DC suffered a minor 
wound. 

As George Cockburn put it succinctly: "Unfortunately, the DC was 
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even less welcome than I had been. The locals, now very roused, 
became extremely threatening. Warning shots were fired, the DC 
received a superficial spear wound and it was decided to retreat back 
to the bungalow on foot and in haste. The boatman, on hearing the 
uproar, decided to retreat safely across the lake back to the Luwingu 
shore and report to the Boma some 40 miles further on." (He must 
have known that this was quite pointless as all the boma's senior staff 
and messengers were now on the island. In fact he did not go very 
far; he was on hand the following morning and played a useful rôle in 
the aftermath of the "battle".) "So the DC and his party reappeared at 
the bungalow, hotly pursued by a large and angry mob of several 
hundred, quite a few of them with spears and sticks. 

"The wounded DC, the situation seemingly quite beyond him, 
appeared first, supported by a Messenger, a long way ahead of Sharp 
and the other Messengers. The withdrawal had become a shambles 
and any prisoners they may have taken earlier had by then 
evaporated into the bush. 

The official party had few weapons and no means of escape, but 
George tried to form a defensive line in front of the buildings at the 
water's edge. 

The crowd advanced slowly and some of them moved round behind 
the bungalow to attack from the side. One of these threw a spear 
which struck the D.A. in the left lung, causing a serious wound. Sharp 
fell to the ground, his attackers moved in with murderous intent and 
the DC, who was unarmed, shouted to George, who had his .303 rifle, 
to fire. George fired several times, killing one and perhaps a second 
villager; the messengers also fired their various weapons into the 
crowd in a ragged volley, causing more injuries, some fatal. Sharp 
was now seen to have a gaping wound in his right shoulder. It is a 
matter of discussion whether this was caused by further spear thrusts 
(as affirmed by George Cockburn and by his wife Barbara) or – as 
Sharp later maintained – by a softnosed bullet from a weapon fired 
by one of the boma group further down the hill, nearer to the shore. If 
this were the case, it must have been fired from a game rifle brought 
down from the boma by the DC's party the day before, for which alone 
such rounds were available. At this late date it is not even possible to 
determine whether any game rifles were on site; it is however a fact 
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that softnosed bullets for military rifles (such as the boma's three 
.303's) had by then been outlawed internationally for more than fifty 
years and would not have been available in Luwingu. Furthermore, 
Sharp wrote to the Cockburns some months later to thank them for 
having between them saved his life. None of the information that I 
have obtained relating to firearms used and casualties caused makes 
reference to the very different type of wound which a softnosed bullet 
would have made. 

The combined effect of the gunfire and the barking of the 
Cockburn's Alsatian was that the crowd, brought up short by the noise 
and shocked by the sight of the dead and injured, gave up the attack 
and retreated to the top of the slope, at what they thought was a safe 
distance. Sharp could now be brought down to the sub-boma where 
Barbara Cockburn skilfully bound up his wounds and those, less 
serious, of several others in the party. It was fortunate that she was 
present and had the knowledge and sang-froid to bind him up 
efficiently in dangerous circumstances. (She was understandably 
proud that at Samfya the medics decided Sharp was so well 
bandaged up that there was no need for further dressing and they 
sent him straight on to hospital in the capital Lusaka by air 
ambulance.) 

A stalemate then developed. The mob held off, the wounded Sharp 
was in a bad way and there was no obvious means of escape. 
Fortunately, some of the messengers knew that Luke Mumba's boat 
would pass nearby before long. Luke was a Jehovah's Witness and 
his rickety boat was a ferry which served the swamps area out of 
Samfya. When it miraculously appeared on schedule, the Boma clerk 
canoed out to intercept it, got him to stop and explained the situation. 
The entire official party was able to board without interference from 
the crowd and the ferry headed off to Samfya, a journey of some three 
hours. Meanwhile the sub- boma and outbuildings were now burning. 
A government flight Cessna by chance passed overhead and 
observed this but did not see the party nor realise what was 
happening. 

....... (To be Concluded) 
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The final Chapter of Ian Ross' s Mongu Diary 
Saturday 27th July 1963 

Platoon Commander, Second in command and all NCOs out on 
patrols of Mongu and Limalunga, the United National Independence 
Party (UNIP) have served notice that they intend to try and depose 
the Prime Minister or Ngambela at a special Parliamentary Session 
(Kuta) on Monday when he reports on the results of his deliberations 
with British Government in London, it is obvious they will spend the 
weekend touring the rural areas trying to rally support for their efforts.  

Discussion at the Police Station with the OC Mr Webster who states 
that he wants to take advantage of this rare visit from the Mobile Unit 
to hold a full scale riot drill parade on Monday morning to brush up 
the station personnel’s efficiency in this subject, he says that his men 
are very inexperienced and rusty and that he would like the whole 
platoon to parade and give a live demonstration as it were using tear 
smoke with the station men to be integrated into the platoon during 
the parade. I am not particularly keen on riot drill as we have enough 
of it back on normal training whilst in camp, but I am nevertheless 
going to have to go through with it as it is obviously a good opportunity 
for his men, I will endeavour to make it as realistic as possible as I 
have quite a few obsolete and surplus tear smoke shells and grenades 
to dispose of, let’s hope that their gas masks are working! 

Sunday 28th July 1963 

Rest day and no untoward activity reported from the area, the 
condition made this one of the most difficult days I have ever spent 
under canvas, high winds kept sand whirling and lashing through the 
tents all day long, it got into everything food and personnel belongings 
and bedding, I now know what it was like in the Western Desert during 
the war! 

Monday 29th July 1963 

The officer in charge of Mongu and Barotseland Assistant 
Superintendent John Webster is to coin a phrase “not amused” in 
point of fact to put it mildly he is “bloody furious” as his planned 
demonstration and parade of riot drill has been stopped on the direct 
orders of the Resident Commissioner who has decided that holding 
such a parade would be interpreted as a provocative gesture and 
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might upset the locals particularly UNIP, so only the station personnel 
can parade, the Platoon must stay in camp. A wishy-washy excuse if 
ever there was one, however as stated previously I do not like riot drill! 
So, I am quite happy about the new arrangements but not so poor Mr 
Webster who paced up and down his office like a caged lion using 
many choice expletives, in fact at one stage I thought that he was 
about to put both his pension and mine on the line by marching the 
Platoon across to the residency to fire a few tear smoke shells into 
the building, as he put it to teach those twits and cretins therein a 
lesson! Fortunately, saner counsels prevailed.  

Other than this excitement, the area was quiet. UNIP mounted a 
small picket outside Parliament building at Limalunga where efforts 
were being made to depose the Prime Minister, when the meeting 
finally closed at 16:00 hrs the small crowd dispersed peacefully 
presumably because of our presence. 

Tuesday 30th July 1963 

Deliberations at Limalunga continue but as on previous days the 
small crowds are well behaved and there is positively no sign of any 
trouble.  

Wireless message received from the Commissioner of Police 
ordering the Platoon to leave Barotseland and return to Lusaka 
tomorrow. Remainder of the day taken up with preparations for 
tomorrows move. We will proceed back as we came in with the 
Platoon travelling in two sections, the bad first section of the road out 
of the Kingdom won’t pose so many problems as it will be daylight, 
Jock Boyd to lead the way as per usual. 

Wednesday 31st July 1963 

Half the Platoon and transport under Jock Boyd leave Mongu. 
Balance of the Platoon under myself depart, wide distances had to be 
left between the vehicles on account of the dust but the journey was 
accomplished with only one stop when the TCV, was punctured about 
20 miles out of Mankoya.  

Convoy arrives at Mankoya and all vehicles refuelled at the Boma, 
the PWD replaced the defective tyre off the TCV, had a brief chat with 
the District Commissioner Mr Maconachie before getting on the road 
again.  
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Convoy enters the Kafue National Park. Arrives at the Kafue Hook 
Pontoon and crosses the Kafue River; convoy give priority by the 
Ferry Master. All vehicles refuelled on the east bank of the river before 
continuing on through the Game Reserve, little or no sign of animal 
life, as it is the wrong time of day.  

Yet another breakdown, this time quite serious as the cam shaft 
mounting on the lorry has sheared right off and is dragging along the 
ground, it is going to require a heavy breakdown vehicle to get it into 
PWD workshops at Mumbwa, as we are still in the Game Reserve 
Driver Sergeant Chipasha and one-armed detail left behind to guard 
the vehicle while the rest of us carry onto Mumbwa. Platoon arrives 
at Mumbwa, see the DC Mr Rees and the Officer in Charge Bertie 
Johnstone, arrangements quickly made to get the lorry towed in for 
repairs and a heavy vehicle left almost immediately to discharge this 
operation. Platoon accommodated at the Welfare Hall whilst Boyd and 
I stayed with the QC and his wife. Lorry towed back to 
Mumbwa under the supervision of the PWD. 

Thursday 1st August 1963 

Owing to the repairs to the lorry our departure for Lusaka will be 
delayed considerably, wireless message passed to Lusaka Division 
giving our new estimated time of arrival.  

Platoon leave Mumbwa with all the transport now intact, decided 
that instead of retracing our steps from the previous trip via Landless 
Corner we will take the old road back into Lusaka which is 15 miles 
shorter and believed to be in good condition.  

Platoon arrives in Lusaka and report to the QC Division who I am 
absolutely delighted to report has no further need for our services and 
will be returning to Mobile Unit HQ tomorrow using the transport 
brought down by Delta 4 Platoon who had been called out to replace 
us and who will now take over our duties in the Capital. Platoon 
temporarily accommodated in the Drill Hall for the evening. 

Friday 2nd August 1963 

Depart from Lusaka for Mobile Unit HQ Bwana Mkubwa. Convoy 
arrives at Bwana Mkubwa; make a brief verbal report to the 
Commanding Officer.  

Stands down. 
Ian Ross 
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NEWS FROM ZAMBIA 

LIGHTNING STRIKES AND BEES STING: During the Sesheke by-
election a swarm of bees has attacked a Patriotic Front (PF) camp 
gathering and several people have been admitted to hospital. This 
comes barely a few days after lightning struck a PF camp killing one 
person and leaving several with severe burns. PF Campaign Manager 
Kebby Mbewe says what is happening in the district should serve as 
a wakeup call to the church to pray for the country. Mr. Mbewe says 
the death of a PF cadre as a result of lightning is beyond political 
rivalry. He says it is surprising that another camp for the PF was 
attacked by bees.                                           (ZNBC 8th February) 

BETTER HEALTH ACCESS: Health minister Dr Chitalu Chilufya says 
the introduction of compulsory National Health Insurance will ensure 
that no Zambian will have to suffer financial hardships in accessing 
healthcare as all will be covered. Dr Chilufya announced that a one 
per cent contributory rate had been agreed to be paid by all employers 
and employees into the National Health Insurance Scheme. He stated 
that this rate would enable the contributors and their registered 
beneficiaries to access health services without having to pay out of 
pocket at the point of accessing care.            (The Mast 18th March) 

SOUTHERN AFRICAN CYCLONE: President Edgar Lungu has sent 
messages of condolences to the people of Malawi, Mozambique and 
Zimbabwe over the deaths caused by the cyclone raking havoc in 
Southern Africa. The Zambian leader has sent notes to the presidents 
of Malawi, Zimbabwe and Mozambique consoling 

them over the destruction caused by Cyclone Idai. President Edgar 
Lungu says he will soon sit with some government officials to see how 
Zambia can assist neighbouring countries affected by cyclone Idai.           

                                                 (Zambia Reports 21st March) 

ZAMBIA AND BREXIT: Zambia has been assured of less or no 
adverse effects from the outcome of the ongoing negotiations of 
British Exit from the European Union (BREXIT). “We have been very 
careful in planning to ensure that Zambia will not be adversely 
affected. So, on trade and investment for example, at the moment, 
Zambian companies can export their produce to Europe, including the 
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UK, and this will continue,” says British High Commissioner to Zambia 
Fergus Cochrane-Dyet.                                 (Daily Mail 26th March) 

DR. KENNETH KAUNDA AT 95: Five former African heads of state 
will be in Zambia this month to celebrate first president Dr Kenneth 
Kaunda’s 95th birthday. Dr Kaunda, affectionately known as KK, 
celebrates his 95th birthday on April 28. The five former leaders, who 
are part of the African Forum, include the former presidents of 
Mozambique, Malawe, Tanzania, Botswana and Namibia.  

                                                   (Zambia Reports 10th April) 

SUBSTANTIAL AID TO MALAWI AND ZIMBABWE: Government 
has begun the transportation of relief items to Malawi and Zimbabwe 
that were affected by cyclone Idai last month. The items donated by 
government and other well-wishers, including corporate institutions, 
churches and individuals, are worth about K7 million. The items to be 
transported by the Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit include 
mealie meal, medical supplies, second hand clothes, dignity kits, 
kitchen sets, mattresses, hand sanitizers, disinfectants and cash 
among others.                                          (Lusaka Times 11th April) 

MY WORD! The Zambia National Scrabble team has come second 
in the East, Central and Southern Africa Scrabble Championship 
which was held at Baobab College in Lusaka. Gold medallists Kenya 
dominated proceedings during the three-day tournament and 
outclassed other countries that took part in the tournament. Zambia 
settled for a silver medal and was followed by Uganda with a Bronze 

(ZNBC 22nd April) 

WORSENING DROUGHT IN SOUTHERN PROVINCE: As the 
drought continues in Southern Province and bore holes dry up, a 
serious water crisis has left residents of Choma’s Pangwe area 
drawing drinking water from shallow wells used by livestock. 
Residents of Pangwe, which is about 40 kilometres from Choma, 
normally get their water from a number of perennial streams, but most 
have dried up as the drought has worsened. Simanvwa Councillor 
Shadreck Mungala said members of the community were drinking 
water that would normally be left to livestock.  

(Times of Zambia 2nd April) 
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ELEPHANT PROTECTION: President Edgar Lungu has arrived in 
Kasane, Botswana, for the11 Kasane Elephant Summit. The summit 
is as a result of the call by the President of Botswana, Mokgweetsi 
Masisi, in response to the escalating challenges confronting elephant 
conservation and management in the region. Southern Africa is home 
to the largest number of elephants on the continent, with 75 percent 
of them found within the Kavango Zambezi Trans Frontier 
Conservation Area. The large number of elephants in the KAZA area 
has resulted in an enormous challenge of conflict with humans. The 
Summit is aimed at reviewing the current status of the African 
Elephants in the region, management priorities in addressing human-
elephant conflict, law enforcement and sustainable funding 
mechanisms. The elephants are dispersed throughout much of 
Northern Botswana, South-Western Zambia and North-Western 
Zimbabwe.                                                (Lusaka Times 7th May) 

ELECTRICITY RATIONING: Zambia has started rationing electricity 
to non-mining businesses, a move expected to hurt industrial 
production and commercial services, business groups said. The 
country began rationing power on Saturday to address a daily 
electricity deficit of 273 Megawatts (MW), said Henry Kapata, 
spokesman for state power utility Zesco. “If generation is maintained 
at the current level, Kariba dam will drain to minimum operating levels 
by November,” Kapata said, referring to Zambia’s largest hydropower 
plant. All customers shall be subjected to this for four hours daily but 
mining companies have their own agreements, which we signed with 
them.”                                                                   (Reuters 3rd June) 

CATHOLIC CHRISTIAN AID: The Zambia Conference of Catholic 
Bishops have launched a campaign to raise funds for relief food in 
drought hit areas of Zambia. The campaign aims to raise slightly over 
$9 million for relief food to be distributed in areas that are hit by 
drought and floods during the 2018/2019 farming season. 

The Conference Director for Caritas Zambia Rt. Rev. Evans 
Chinyemba said if the hunger situation is not addressed, people could 
soon starve to death in the affected areas. He said during a briefing 
yesterday that the hunger situation is bad and water has equally 
become a problem in the areas hit with drought in the southern part 
of the Zambia.            (Lusaka Times 25/06; Zambia Reports 26/06) 
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QM Stores 

 
Silk Crested Tie                                                                  £17.50 
Polyester crested tie                                                            £8.00 
Polyester striped tie                                                             £7.50 
Baseball caps                                                                      £8.00 
Cuff links                                                                            £10.00 
Cravats (in Force colours)                                                    £8.00 
Bow ties (in Force Colours – self tie)                                   £7.00 
Bow ties (in Force colours – ready tied)                               £6.50 
Cummerbund in Force colours                                             £9.00  
 
These items will be available at reunions.  
If required by post please add  £2.50 p&p 
  
The following items are made to measure  
 
Blazer badges                                                                    £17.50 
Polo shirts with NRPA crest                                               £14.00 
Sweatshirts NRPA Crest on left breast                              £22.50 
 
Please specify size and colour required. 
QM advises that all colours are available. 
 
Copies of Tim Wrights book are sold out. 
 
The NRPA coffin pall is available on loan for a member's funeral 
from Chris Lyon. A returnable deposit of £50 is required to secure 
the loan.  
 

The Final Date for Material for the next NKHWAZI  

is 10th January 2020

No 99 NKHWAZiI July 2019.qxp_Layout 1  15/07/2019  14:58  Page 49



48

Front row
 at the A

G
M

No 99 NKHWAZiI July 2019.qxp_Layout 1  15/07/2019  14:58  Page 50




