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Northern Rhodesia 
Police Association 

 
Newsletter No 102 Winter 2021

NKHWAZI



London ReunIon 
18th May 2022 

at the union Jack Club  
11:00 council meeting 

12:00 Lunch and Free Bar

If for any reason, you do not receive the written 
information about the lunch do something about it! 

There are people you can contact (see opposite).



In a year of turmoil the Association 
provided a ray of sunshine with our 
gathering at Northampton and another 
planned for 28th May 2022, proving 
we are alive if not exactly kicking. 
 
The Council will be meeting in the 
New Year to discuss, once again, the 
future for the Association. It is clearly 
of great import when you  read in the Minutes of the last AGM the very 
long list of members who have died since the last Nkhwazi. Prior to the 
last Meeting, Tim and I spoke to quite a large number of Reunion 
stalwarts who are now unable to travel and who are reduced to tendering 
their apologies to the AGM. 
 
As you will read elsewhere, a great time was had by all at the Reunion but 
for me, thanks to Eric Lown (glider extraordinaire) (Luanshya Traffic) the 
highlight was a “glide” at the Banbury Gliding Club. A simply 
exhilarating lift to 4000 ft, sharing the airspace with a buzzard!! Must also 
admit to a frisson of fear as the parachute was strapped on with an 
explanation in the use of the D ring!! Put it on your bucket list before it is 
too late. 
 
We have a goodly membership in both Australia and South Africa, but we 
seldom, if ever, hear from them. It surely is about time someone, who is 
sufficiently interested, put pen to paper or electronic pigeon with some 
news from the Colonies. I’m sure it would be of interest to the UK readers. 
 
Once again I raise the subject of obits. If you want a “mention after death” 
write your own now – it will be of help to your family, many of whom 
have little knowledge from “when I was a boy in darkest Africa”. 
 
This edition would not have got to press without an enormous amount of 
work done by Janice and the help from Philip and Susie of Stable Print.   
Many, many thanks. 

John 
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MInuTeS 
oF The AnnuAL GeneRAL MeeTInG 

oF The  
noRTheRn RhodeSIA PoLICe ASSoCIATIon  

heLd AT  
The MARRoTT hoTeL, noRThAMPTon  

on 18Th SePTeMBeR, 2021. 

 

PReSenT: 

The Council: 

Tim Wright - Chairman 

Phil Witherspoon - Vice-Chairman 

Jerry Miller - Treasurer 

Vivien Coates 

John Hambly 

Russ Whatley 

Nigel Rugman 

Chris Lyon - Secretary 

 

And members:  

Fred Birtall                            Colin Brtton                  Roy Coppard 

Mike Crowther                    Bill Francis                    Brian Graham 

John Hambly                        Jeremy Hawkins          Mike Haselden 

Brian Lamb                           Eric Lown                     Don MacLean 

Frank McGovern                 Paul Moller                   Derek Mulrooney 

Ray Nesbitt                           Len Norman                 John Owen 

Arthur Pulford                     Keith Ratcliffe               Dick Younge 
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1. RoLL oF honouR 

The Chairman welcomed members to the A.G.M. and asked them to 
stand while the Secretary read out the roll of those former members of 
the N.R.P.A. who had died since the 2019 annual general meeting: 
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Glynn Martin 

Ian Grant     

Bill Campion 

Basil Borrodale 

duncan Fairbairn. 

Pat Bracey 

norman Mason 

Margaret Buckton 

Brian Gordon Brown 

Roddy Campbell 

George Goodfellow 

dorothy Marr 

Tony hedges 

Ray Lowes 

Cliff hurst 

John Coates 

Pat huband 

nicky Crowther (nee walsh) 

Malcolm hale 

Geoff  Binyon 

david Sandcraft 

Peter Preece 

Les ellis 

Fred Lane 

Ken Stott 

Ken Swan 

Gordon Molloy 

John Cribb. 

Sir david Thomson 

Gerry and eileen Muir 

Tom williamson 

dougie Reid 

Stuart Peacock 

Alan Middleton-Stewart 

Audrey Gange 

don Scott 

Phil Maer 

Jim Ford 

Anne Shelley 

Tony Stone 

Adrienne Brooks 

Peter Leney 

Jane heape 



2. APoLoGIeS 

Frank Short, Pat Rogers, Colin Jennings, Derek Hopwood, Paul 
Wheeler, Ralph Wardle, Adrian Reynolds, Malcolm Flower-Smith,  
Jack Saunders, Joe Joseph, John Mitchell, Nigel Pearson. Chalky White. 

3. ChAIRMAn’S AddReSS 

The Chairman said that he and the Council very pleased with the 
numbers attending the 2021 reunion bearing in mind that the projected 
2020 reunion had had to be cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Consideration had been given to setting up a ‘Zoom’ virtual 2020 
annual general meeting but it was not really a practical proposition. 

The 2022 annual reunion would be held on 18th May, 2022 at the Union 
Jack Club in the form of a lunch-time gathering with a hot lunch The 
annual general meeting would be incorporated into the reunion. 

4. TReASuReR’S RePoRT And PReSenTATIon oF ACCounTS   

The treasurer Jerry Miller presented the accounts for the year ended 
30th December, 2020. It would be immediately apparent that the costs 
and expenses were much lower than for y/e 30.12.21 because there had 
been no annual reunion or Christmas reunion due to the impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. However the Associations cash position was 
strong and the accounts for 2020 were commended to the membership. 
The accounts were approved by open acclamation. 

5. eLeCTIon oF oFFICeRS 

For the election of officers Roy Coppard was invited to take the chair. 
He advised the meeting that he had ascertained that Tim Wright was 
willing to continue as Chairman and proposed that Tim Wright should 
continue in this post and this was seconded by Don Maclean. There 
being no other nominations the motion was carried nem con. 
Roy Coppard advised that Phil Witherspoon was willing to continue as 
Vice-Chairman and proposed that Phil Witherspoon should continue in 
the post. This was seconded by Jeremy Hawkins and carried nem con. 
Roy Coppard had established that the entire Council viz Jerry Miller, 
Vivien Coates, Nigel Rugman, Russ Whatley and Chris Lyon were 
willing to continue in office. Roy Coppard called for any nominations 
for the Council and there being none proposed, seconded by  
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Dick Younge, that the Council be re-elected for the forthcoming year; 
carried nem con. 

6. FuTuRe oF The nRPA 

The Chairman said that the Council kept the future of the NRPA under 
constant review always bearing in mind the condition of members, i.e. 
ability to travel to events and the commitment to the whole ethos of the 
association. It was this in mind that led to the decision to make the 2021 
reunion the last in the two day format and to have future reunions at 
the Union Jack Club as a lunch time event which would incorporate the 
annual general meeting. 

7. MATTeRS RAISed By MeMBeRS 

Brian Graham asked whether there is access, for the purposes of 
research, to the records, memorabilia and ephemera originally held by 
the British Empire and Commonwealth Museum (now defunct) which 
are now stored by Bristol City Council. The Secretary undertook to 
make enquiries. 

Vivien Coates reminded the meeting that wide coverage of the History 
of the NRP was available on the NRPA website. 

Colin Jennings had been arranging the deposit of copies of Nkhwazi 
with the British Library. 

Len Norman had published a memoir of his service in the Northern 
Rhodesia Police and the Zambia Police Service under the title “African 
Adventure”. He had brought some copies to the reunion and members 
were welcome to pick up a copy. There would be no charge for the 
book but donations to the Zambia Society Trust would be appreciated. 

Derek Mulrooney proposed, seconded by Frank McGovern, that the 
NRP memorial at the National Memorial Arboretum should have an 
additional inscription reading “In 1964 the territory of Northern 
Rhodesia became the Republic of Zambia.” The members present voted 
in favour of the proposal, with some abstentions. The Secretary 
undertook to visit the NMA to inspect the memorial as he had been, for 
some time, trying to engage a mason to restore the gold paint of the 
present inscriptions. 

The Meeting closed at 6.p.m 
9
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PhILIP MAeR 

Phil Maer, was born 26 June 1936. He served in the RAF before joining the 
NRP. on 17 January 1959. He was stationed at Broken Hill until he 
resigned.  He became a Chief Inspector in the Sussex Police. He and Jackie 
settled in Burgess Hill where I grew up. Phil became ill some years ago 
and spent his last years in a home in Burgess Hill. Jackie moved to Hove 
from where she could still drive to visit him daily. Their son served in the 
Princess of Wales’ Royal Regiment, becoming a Brigadier. 

Tim Wright 

 

SIR dAVId ThoMPSon 1932-2020 

Sir David began his career with national service in the Royal Military 
Police. Afterwards he served in the Northern Rhodesia Police and was 
based in Lusaka 1952-55. He married Lady Doreen (Jo) in Salisbury, 
Rhodesia in 1956. During his time of service he was commended for his 
bravery during a riot for saving a man’s life. 

After returning to the UK in 1959, David worked for IBM as a salesman 
before joining Rank Xerox in 1965. He quickly rose through the ranks, 
becoming Chairman of Rank Xerox Holland in 1967.  He held senior posts 
in Australia and South America before becoming Chairman of Rank Xerox 
UK.  He became Chairman of London Buses, Chairman of the 
Commonwealth Institute and Chairman of Specsavers.  He was passionate 
about charity work within London Transport, and also Sightsavers and 
their campaign to cure river blindness in West Africa.  He was knighted by 
the Queen in 2002. 

 

JIM MoodIe FoRd  7/12/1933 

Jim joined the Force in 1960 as a dog handler instructor stationed at PTS 
Lilayi, after service with the RAF Police.  He served as an Inspector 
between 1960- 65. He moved to Australia in 1969 and died of cancer in 
2020. 
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don SCoTT 

Don spent most of his Service at the Training School, Lilayi. Firstly as a 
law instructor, then as band master, which latter post he continued to fill 
with the Zambian Police Service, after the retirement of George Hay.  On 
returning to the UK he worked for BP as regional manager based in 
Inverness, then as Managing Director of BP Mozambique. He died in 2020 

 

Tony STone 

Tony joined the NRP in 1957 after Service with the Kenya Police. He 
served at Luanshya , Fort Roseberry, Petauke and Mufulira. Tony died in 
January 2021.  

 

Ken SwAn 

Ken was born in Bristol but his family emigrated to Natal in 1948 and in 
1952 they moved to Lusaka where Ken was educated at the Rennie School. 
He worked for a year as an engineer draughtsman before joining the NRP 
as a cadet in 1958. He married Helene in 1967 and settled in British 
Columbia after leaving NR in 1964. Ken was planning to attend the 
Reunion in 2020.  

 

FRed LAne  

I first met Fred when he was the Staff Officer of Central Division. I was in 
charge at Chisamba, 70 miles distant. It was with Fred that I liaised. 

Fred was obviously my senior in rank, experience and years. It was to him 
that I turned when I needed assistance. Earlier in his career he had been in 
charge of a bush station, understanding my needs as the OC Division did 
not. The OC was to be avoided at all costs.  Fred smoothed my path.   

Fred was a remarkable man, whom I admired and respected. He was very 
efficient, reliable and approachable. He was a “systems man”, he knew 
how things worked, tweaking when necessary, ideal skills for an 
import/export manager that he became.   
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He had an easy, cheerful manner. I never saw him flustered. Nothing was 
too much trouble. After our initial meeting, he addressed me as John.  The 
OC Division did not like problems.  Fred was a problem solver. It was the 
belief of many that it was really he who ran the Division.  

My respect for Fred developed into sincere friendship, when, to my 
delight, he contacted us on our arrival in New Zealand in 1971.  We met 
Ann for the first time when they visited us in Blenheim. We intermittently 
exchanged visits, we staying with them at Howick, Auckland and meeting 
other ex-Africa people, NRP and BSAP. Fred and I swopped e-mails 
regularly and he telephoned now and again, and reminiscing for an hour 
or two. He “tweaked” my memories. I will miss him greatly. He was a 
good policeman, a sincere and honourable man. I am so saddened by his 
passing.  

Pitani Bwino, Fred. Tinadziwa Ntawi ya Chimwemwe Kwambiri 

John Gornall 

 

John CoATeS   -  

I am so sorry to hear of the death of Mr Coates.  No wonder l could not 
see his picture in Nkhwazi 100.  

He was a good friend of mine. We shared a lot of notes on many issues 
and sometimes spoke to each other on the phone. He sent me pictures of 
the NRPA activities in the UK.  It was my pleasure to welcome him and a 
group of NRPA members in Livingstone in 2004 during their visit to 
Zambia.   

At a reception at lilayi police training school, he presented me with a type 
writer which I am using up to now since I believe in the past!   

He was a jovial person and at one time gave me high marks for writing 
good English!  I will miss him very much. His name will live forever, my 
condolences to his family and to all in the NRPA. Thank God for sparing 
us much of covid -19. The minister of Health recently said we had only 5 
serious cases of covid. I hope this will hold.  

Silas Ngangula from Zambia 
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ToM wILLIAMSon 

After National Service in the Royal Artillery, mostly in the Canal Zone, 
Tom joined the NRP in Dec. 1956. Following Lilayi he was posted to 
Livingstone and spent his first tour in Southern Division. I joined him 
there in March 1956 and in several “jolly japes”, some involving his much 
loved grey Standard scrap heap!! He married Maureen Upton in 
Livingstone. I next met Tom when he was CID Mazabuka and I was 
Officer in Charge Chirundu 1959 when we had to deal with “the body in 
the car”- very unpleasant as it had been “cooking” for 3 days in October. 

Our paths next crossed in 1963 when were respectively in charge at 
Abercorn and Kasama. He stayed on after Oct 64 and eventually 
commanded at Mongu. I am less clear about his career after the Police, but 
he retired to Swakopmund where he lived until his death. He was a 
devoted carer to Maureen during her illness and then a constant visitor 
when she went into her final care home. 

He came over for several Reunions and joined the ‘04 Return to Zambia. 
After that trip I went with him to Swakopmund where he gave me a 
wonderful tour of Namibia complete with many laughs, cold Castles and 
in a much improved motor car. 

A good policeman, a good friend and a really good bloke and I shall miss 
him. 

John Hambly
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Tom with 
Livingstone  
pals.  
L to R:  Tom,  
Bill Topley,  
Keith Dunn, 
John Wood,  
John Cribb,  
John Hambly,  
Paul Wheeler,  
Tim Wright,  
Jeremy Hawkins 



PeTeR PReeCe: 1926 - 2020 

It is with great sadness that I have to inform you of the death of my father, 
Peter David Preece (94) who passed away in hospital on 21st September 
2020, following a short illness.  

In 1944, at the age of 18, my father enlisted in the army serving in the 
Royal Fusiliers in Egypt, Lebanon, Palestine and the Near East, before 
being transferred to the Royal West African Frontier Force in the Gold 
Coast (now Ghana) as a Sergeant. In 1950 he completed his tour of duty 
and briefly returned to the UK. Having very much enjoyed his time in the 
Gold Coast, he decided to return to Africa and in 1951 he enrolled in the 
Northern Rhodesian Police Service, initially as an Assistant Inspector. 
After two years he was appointed to the post of Detective Inspector, C.I.D. 
for the Chingola District of Copperbelt Province where, in 1952, he met 
and married my mother, Rosemary, to whom he remained happily 
married for 61 years. During this period my father received two Police 
Commendations and made lifelong friends with fellow NRP officers 
Gordon Freeman, Peter Setterfield and John Shaw.  

In 1953, my father’s career took a different turn. With a wife and baby 
(me) to support, he decided to apply to Nchanga Consolidated Copper 
Mines, (now part of the global Anglo American mining corporation), to 
work as a miner. After a couple of years working underground 
supervising the work of the African miners, he was promoted to take over 
the company’s training and recruitment operation and was instrumental 
in the introduction of a comprehensive welfare benefits scheme for the 
native African workers and their families. This was the starting point of a 
long, and successful career in personnel and industrial relations 
management, firstly in Africa until 1962, and then on moving back to the 
UK working for the textile company Courtaulds, and the National 
Unilever Managers Association. His time in the army and in the NRP, 
however, had given him a taste for the outdoors, and he firmly believed 
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that physical recreation and sports were important for building team 
spirit. He organised and played in works’ rugby teams both during his 
time in Northern Rhodesia and at Courtaulds. He also took a very active 
part in the Outward-Bound Training weekends organised for Courtaulds’ 
apprentices, thinking nothing of joining them and abseiling down the side 
of a cliff, camping out in the snow or clambering through a muddy assault 
course. He loved hill walking in North Wales, the Lake District, and 
Scotland and in later life became a volunteer for the Bolton Mountain 
Rescue Service. He retained a lifelong love of learning, gaining a BA 
(Honours) degree in Arts and Humanities from the Open University in 
1976.  

In 1984, my father and mother moved to Button Oak, a small village in the 
Wyre Forest, near the town of Bewdley where they both played an active 
role in the local community. My father served variously as Chairman of 
his local Parish Council and, drawing on his early NRP experience, as a 
voluntary community police officer and Chairman of the local Police and 
Community Liaison Committee. He also became an active member of the 
British Legion. Throughout their lives, however, my father and mother 
remained in close contact with their NRP friends and their wives and 
families far and wide. They were proud to be members of Northern 
Rhodesian Police Association. Attending NRP reunions with Peter and 
Eileen Setterfield was an annual highlight. My father’s later years were 
much saddened by my mother’s death in 2013 and his increasing mobility 
problems. He took comfort from regular correspondence with his friends 
and visits from his family. The very last letter he received shortly before he 
died was from his best friend and old NRP comrade in arms, Gordon 
Freeman (now in Western Australia). He is survived by his daughter, 
Dorothy, son-in-law, Andrew, and his two much loved granddaughters, 
Katherine and Jennifer. 

Dr Dorothy Faulkner 
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In 2019 your Council unanimously decided that we would not be able to 
hold a successful weekend reunion after that planned for May 2020.  That 
of course could not be held for public health reasons. But after two 
enforced false starts, 18 months later, thanks to our Secretary, Chris Lyon, 
assisted by Nigel Rugman, no less than 58 members, families and friends 
enjoyed a successful two night event at the excellent Northampton 
Marriott Hotel this September.  About half of those present were former 
NRP members.  Perhaps unsurprisingly the 1962 intake was the most 
strongly represented. It is on them we must depend to keep the 
Association running for the maximum possible duration.  We have been 
lucky to have two of it’s proactive members on the Council since before I 
took the Chair.  Thanks to Nigel, another of them, Brian Graham attended 
from Vancouver this being Brian’s first contact with the Association.

John hATFIeLd CRIBB  21.04.33 – 14.01.21. 

John joined the Force in 1958, having served in the Royal Navy.  After 
Training School, where he was awarded the Cane of Honour he was 
posted to Livingstone.  Here he held a number of positions.  Firstly Officer 
in Charge of Linda Police Station, later general duties and security on the 
railway line between Livingstone and Lusaka and finally Public 
Prosecutor. 

He began his second tour as Officer in Charge, Kashiba, a position he held 
until he was transferred to Government House as ADC to the last 
Governor of NR, Sir Evelyn Hone, a position John held for the remainder 
of his tour. His 3rd tour was with the Zambia Police where he set up and 
ran the security for the President and visiting VIPs. 

John left Zambia in 1968 and became a successful businessman , living in 
Poole and travelling to many countries. 

He leaves his wife, Hester, 2 sons and 5 grandchildren.   

His Bemba nickname (from his time at Kashiba) translated as  
“ the man who is always smiling”  A lovely way to remember John. 
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ChAIRMAn’S noTeS 2022. 

Intrepids, Chris Lyon at the fore, heading for Delapre Abbey

Having turned 96 before the AGM Roy Coppard reprised his traditional 
role, presiding over the elections with his usual aplomb.  On this occasion, 
once there could be no question of bribery, his long service was marked 
with a suitable gift.  Earlier Roy was well up on the walk to and from 
Delapre Abbey led by Richard Lyon.   

We were there shown round by a most enthusiastic guide.  Eric Lown took 
John Hambly to Eric’s gliding club at Banbury, while Sheila Parish and 
others settled for a quiet day ready for the big night. 

The present plan is that there will be one reunion a year incorporating the 
AGM, the first to be a lunch at the Union Jack Club, Waterloo, on 18 May 
2022 organised by Russ Whatley who successfully produced the former 
Christmas reunions there.  Nkhwazi will continue also on a one a year 
basis.  You will notice that you have again to thank John and Janice 
Hambly for it, as no-one else has come forward to offer to take over the 
editorship. 



Our website will go on under the able care of Vivien Coates.  It continues 
to attract visits and inquiries from persons interested in the history of the 
British Empire especially in Southern and East Africa, descendants of 
former officers, long lost former officers, providing us with a steady 
trickle of new NRPA members, and even from current members some of 
whom choose to use it rather than a letter, the telephone or direct e-mail to 
a member of the Council.   

Neville ‘Joe’ Joseph OBE reported he can no longer leave Preston due to 
the range of his mobility scooter. He wanted help to find homes for the 
memoirs of the late Dr Hope Trant of Tunduma and Northern Province. 
This we publicised through the Northern Rhodesia/Zambia Lunch Club. 
Their Summer lunch was held, as usual, at Salisbury Race Course on 28 
August, postponed from 17 July by the delay in removal of restrictions on 
such gatherings.  Jeremy & Elisabeth Hawkins, Nigel & Trish Rugman and 
I.  Hester Cribb who had acted as ‘Whipper-in’, and the Hamblys had 
withdrawn due to having overseas holidays booked on the new date.  

Only at the end of July had we become confident that our reunion would 
take place in September. 

Tim 
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Group photo at Delapre Abbey

ChAIRMAn’S noTeS 2022. 



Children go excitedly to stay with their friends for sleepovers. You could 
say that we in the NRPA have now finally all grown up and will no longer 
be doing sleepover Reunions.  Well, that sounds altogether more cheerful 
than stating that time has finally caught up with us! So. What was the Last 
Hurrah all about? 

In the morning of Friday 17th September, the Committee could be seen 
chewing their fingernails: in these days of Covid, increasing age of 
members and rumours of disruptive sit-downs on the M25 how many 
members would be able to make the Marriott Hotel, Northampton? News 
came through that morning of 3 cancellations. However, members started 
to arrive in the afternoon, including last minute bookings, and 58 sat 
down for the formal dinner on Sat. evening. 

It was interesting, and indeed, inspiring to see how many wives, 
sweethearts and offspring made up the numbers including John Aylmer 
Coates’ daughter and grandson, Jeremy Hawkins family, Eric Lown’s  
daughter  and Nighean Darlaston’s daughter. Amazingly we still see new 
faces turning up, witness Brian Graham who left these shores for Canada 
back in 1969 . His reappearance allowed five out of the Cadets who 
formed part of the last squad to go through Training School in 1963, to be 
reunited. 
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AGM Attendees



The Friday night had the usual hint of gentle chaos about it as we tried to 
find our bearings down endless corridors, looked for,  found and lost our 
friends, were uncertain which table we were to join, misplaced name 
badges, shouted at key cards which obdurately refused to Open Sesame – 
standard trials for a bunch of curmudgeonly old colonials navigating 
modern life. However, once our hearing aids were charged up and 
plugged in, metaphorically and factually, we were ready to party! 

Our annual reunions always seem to have been blessed with good 
weather and this was certainly true of the 56th . We enjoyed the benefit of 
the India summer and on the Saturday morning a group of 18, led by 
Chris Lyons’ son and granddaughter walked from the hotel through the 
woods to Delapre Abbey for a guided tour of this fascinating building full 
of historical interest and set in beautiful 250-acre grounds. After lunch on 
the terrace of the Abbey in warm sun, we walked back alongside the lake 
to the hotel. John Hambly chose the optional activity of gliding, organised  
by Eric Lown. 

Our AGM in the afternoon proved unexpectedly lively, demonstrating 
that we are all still capable of getting up on our toes and delivering the 
odd left hook over strongly held views. It was suggested by Russ Whatley 
that after the AGM a group photograph should be taken by Nigel 
Rugman. Nigel says he did his best to get everyone in but if you have 
been missed , forget the panga, it is your fault! 

The wide consensus was that our formal dinner in the evening , the 
highlight of each Reunion, was first class in every single regard. As 
always, we owe Chris Lyons a debt of gratitude for “delivering the goods” 
It was a joyous occasion, with a meal beyond criticism, wine that flowed 
freely, and everywhere animated faces in animated conversation with 
friends. Finally, all was capped fittingly with humorous bon mots from 
our Chairman, Tim Wright. 

A Last Hooray indeed, and no more overnight frolics. One or two were 
found to be almost in tears thinking it was the end of an era. No,it isn’t. 
Lunches will continue to stay on the menu and our next annual reunion 
will be on the 18th May 2022 at the Union Jack Club. See you there!! 

(Thanks to Chris Lyon and Nigel Rugman for this report) 
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AGM Attendees

Eric and family with Tim Wright

The LAST huRRAh/noT The LAST huRRAh? 
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Roy Coppard, Vivien Coates and George Keogan

“The Five Cadets” part of the last squad of 1963, Ray Nesbitt, 
Brian Graham, Mel O’Brien, Keith Ratcliffe and Nigel Rugman

The LAST huRRAh/noT The LAST huRRAh? 
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Arthur Pullford, Margaret Thomson, Annabelle and Russ Whatley 
and Trisha Rugman

Sheila Parish and Bill Francis

The LAST huRRAh/noT The LAST huRRAh? 
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Shiela MacLean, Anne Witherspoon and Juliet Miller

Jeremy Hawkins, Brian Lamb, Deidre Moller, Paul Moller  
and Mel O’Brien

The LAST huRRAh/noT The LAST huRRAh? 
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Janice Hambly and a 
very excited 
Russ Whatley! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Chairman

The LAST huRRAh/noT The LAST huRRAh? 
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The CoLouRS

It may not be widely known that the Northern Rhodesia Police uniquely 
was awarded a full stand of Colours – both Kings and Regimental. In 
addition the  Regimental Colour carried two Battle Honours - “South West 
Africa 1914” and “East Africa 1914-18” 

The King’s Colour was authorised by King George V to be provided for 
every infantry unit of the Empire which had seen service in the Great War. 
This Colour was presented in March 1921 at Headquarters in Livingstone. 

This was followed in 1924 by the presentation of the Regimental Colours, 
this being approved by the Inspector of Regimental Colours and was a gift 
of the European ladies of the Territory. Apart from the battle Honours the 
Colour showed the crested crane badge and bore the motto “ Diversi 
generii, fide pares” For those readers lacking a classical education - 
“Different races, the same loyalty” 

(Ed. In the almighty rush for diversification in this country, whatever that means, 
this motto could be adopted by the UK?!!) 



Regrettably, when the Military separated from the Police in 1933 the 
Colours went to the newly formed Northern Rhodesia Regiment and 
remained in service until a new set of colours was presented to the 
Regiment in 1938. In the meantime the word “Police” was unpicked and 
“Regiment” embroidered in its place on the King’s Colour. The old 
Colours were laid up in All Saints Church, Lusaka in June 1938. 
“Somehow” the old Kings Colour came into the possession of one of our 
past members, Richard Hill. He, very kindly, 
displayed it at one of our annual Reunions- 
it was offered to the Association but we had 
nowhere to hang it , so it has once more -  
like old soldiers – faded away. 

Two well known African birds have long 
association with the Force – the Crested 
Crane and the African Fish Eagle. The latter 
features in our cap badge – Nkhwazi, and, of 
course, gives its name to our magazine. 

The Crane is common to Central Africa and 
is found in wet places and open grassland. A 
number of these birds lived in the Barracks 
area of Livingstone and then Lusaka when 
Hqs moved there. They were not pinioned, 
so frequently “deserted” during the mating season. They were “on the 
strength” and received daily corn from the regimental quartermaster 
sergeant. Their recruiting area was Namwala District and the District 
Commissioner was always ready to replace “deserters”. All connections 
with the Force were severed at the separation in 1933. 

Nkhwazi’s name in latin is Haliaaetus vocifer which relates to its 
loud.squealing cry.  It is common to Central Africa but can be found on 
Africa’s coasts from Senegal and Ethopia to the Cape. In Zambia it is most 
commonly associated with the Kafue. A striking bird with white head and 
chest, chestnut stomach, yellow eyes and feet. Generally a little larger than 
our buzzard. Nkhwazi is now the national bird of Zambia and is to be 
seen in the Coat of Arms. 
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Shortly after the “divorce” the then Commissioner, Mr. Hart, decided a 
change in cap badge was needed. A design of the fish eagle with fish 
superimposed on a roundel surrounded by a Tudor cross was adopted. 

During l951 a new Commissioner was appointed – John Percy Ilbert 
Fforde. He decided a further change to cap badge, buttons and collar 
badges. Our final badge contained Nkhwazi and fish surmounted this 
time by a new crown. St Edward’s , which had been chosen by Queen 
Elizabeth on her accession. 

Acknowledgements to Tim Wright and The Story of the NRR 
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Quarantine 1956 / 2020/21 

History does have a habit of repeating itself. In one way or another we 
have all suffered or been inconvenienced  over the past two years with 
this wretched Covid pandemic. Indeed some may have been subjected to 
worse. All this has led to isolation or quarantine for periods of time for 
most. 

In 1956 in Livingstone a member of the Police Mess, Barry Morley, 
contracted polio. He had only recently been posted after training at Lilayi. 
He was paralysed, rushed to hospital and eventually flown home, having 
been medically discharged. He spent a considerable time at Stoke 
Mandeville, eventually marrying his physio in 1959. Unfortunely we have 
lost touch. 

As a result the Mess was quarantined for a fortnight. It was resolved that 
we would not shave or change out of pyjamas!!! We played Monopoly 
almost non-stop - I have declined to play ever since. 

 

This photo shows 

Back row-  
John Hambly  
(now no hair),  
Len Brennan  
(lost touch),  
Bill Topley 
(immobile),  
Norman Mason 
(dec) 

Front row -  
Jeff McLean 
(dec), Jeremy 
Hawkins (now not 
so slim), Mostyn 
Wilson  
(lost touch),  
Tom Williamson 
(dec) 

John Hambly 

SnIPPeTS
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Brian Graham - Mufulira - 1962-1964, now living in Canada sent in an 
amusing anecdote 

He joined as a cadet and prior to Training School he was attached to 
Lusaka Central where at some stage he was on shifts with Michael 
Mataka. One night while on patrol with Mataka they were called to a 
disturbance in one of the townships where they had to intervene in a 
domestic dispute between man and wife. The couple involved were the 
Kaundas!!! In later years Brian, when he saw Kaunda on the world stage, 
always remembered one very noisy affair on a dark night in Matero or 
Kabwata.  

The Snake Bite Incident 

It was in 1953 when I was serving in the BSAP in Gwelo that we heard of 
one of the Rural Division Constables having a problem.  He had been on  
horse patrol for a week visiting various farms in the Midlands area. The 
practice was that they would feed him when he and his Sergeant visited 
them but they would set up their own camp nearby at night. 

One morning having struck camp and set out through the Bush, he felt the 
call of nature and dismounting went behind a tree. Almost immediately 
he felt a sharp pain in his backside and fearing the worst asked his 
Sergeant to examine it and report back. This he duly did and advised our 
friend that there were two small holes neatly punctured to be seen.  

The drill on these occasions was : 

1. Identify the snake. 

2. Make two insertions and suck out any venom. 

3. Inject with Fitzwilliam Snake Bite serum, which was always carried on 
these patrols. 

4. Proceed as quickly as possible to a proper Medical Facility. 

These procedures were carried out, except he hadn’t seen the snake and 
the Sergeant declined his request to suck out the poison! 

At Gwelo Hospital he was welcomed by one of the Nurses, and told her 
his story. She prepared him for examination, but being new to Africa was 
unfamiliar with what to do next so called in as many of the Nurses on 
duty as she could contact to join her and to take their advice. 

SnIPPeTS
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After some deliberation he was asked if he was dressed then as he was 
when he arrived at the Hospital. He confirmed this to be the case. It was 
then pointed out that the distance between the bite marks was exactly the 
same as the distance between the spikes on his spurs, and as no snake bite 
venom had been found in his system, he had not seen the snake ,and there 
were no signs of any poisoning, the conclusion was that he had 
inadvertently sat on his spurs. 

It was rumoured that one of the Nurses had, for the record, taken pictures 
of the examination, but we never got to the bottom of it. 

Jeremy Hawkins 

don MACLeAn - Influences and influencing 

The first reason for my joining the NRP was its potential for excitement! 
Tropical Africa adventure! And I wouldn’t have to be a Constable. I would 
be joining the Inspectorate. The training I remember, emphasised an 
awareness of using tact in different situations. If you weighed in with 
authority, you might get escalation – the opposite of the best outcome. 
Better therefore to be more helpful and less authoritative. 

I had responsibility for a fair number of Africans, 3 shifts of 30 each. Shiela 
asked me if I knew them by name and I replied “A shift, B shift and  
C shift” She patiently explained to me that she had been thinking of 
individuals. I replied, “Of course I knew them all by name.” What you did 
reflected on them. I became aware of tiers of influence. It was interesting 
to see sergeants taking the same approach that you had demonstrated to 
them only a couple of months before. It was getting behaviours out of 
people by example. 

In the early 1980s I became a Marriage Guidance Counsellor. The training 
was focussed on not giving advice – anathema – but communicating and 
influence and helping people by a process of self-discovery to use other 
behaviours. It sounds a bit airy-fairy but it goes directly back to avoiding 
escalation. I would see clients together at first, then separately when I 
would listen to what each wanted to say but wouldn’t dare. This would be 
followed by a joint session in which I encouraged each to say those things 
to the other, while I took care not to wreck the integrity of the confidential  
relationship I had had with each individual. 

I have been trying to think of influences that have informed my work with 
trauma sufferers/survivors. Here I realised that the writing of military 
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memoirs served to lay the author’s traumas to rest. It has been said that 
“writing is a way of transcending the enslavement of degrading personal 
memories” I would give my clients a small notebook and ask them to 
make a date-and-time record of each flashback – oncoming car/staring at 
the barrel of a gun/being a hostage etc – and magically the notebook 
would record how the unwelcome flashbacks were getting further and 
further apart. 

Excitement and adventure? We set out that way but learn much that is 
more lasting. 

Paul Moller - A short synopsis of his full and interesting life from his 
granddaughter, Alette 

Oupa was born in Potchefstroom in March 1935. He excelled all round at 
school and when he matriculated he worked at Jan Smuts airport.  

After a few years he grew tired of pen pushing and applied for the NRP  
In the 3 years he served (1958-1961)  he was in the mobile unit stationed in 
Ndola.  

He became good friends with Ian Mackie. After his time in the NRP he 
studied to become a radio operator at sea and then worked with Clan Line 
Shipping.  

His next career was in mining but he wanted to return to sea and he got a 
permanent contract with Unicorn Shipping Lines in South Africa. He did 
well and moved on to work for Durban Radio Station. During this time he 
represented South Africa in the Cape-to-Rio de Janerio yacht race. He and 
Deidre returned to the UK in 1998. They now live in East Grinstead, close 
to their family. 

 

Gratitude for nkhwazi from hamish Scott-Knight in Australia 

The circumstances of my presence here are somewhat fortunate. 
Originally Gail, born to Lorraine and me in 1956 at the Nkana mine 
hospital in the Kitwe district, came with her husband and two small 
children to settle in the Perth area. 

We often visited from the USA where we were innkeepers working in 
Bodega Bay, some 60 miles north of San Francisco’s Golden Gate bridge. 
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We looked out over a lovely bay, often packed with sea birds. It had been 
the location for Alfred Hitchcock’s film “The Birds”.   

We were fortunate to be visited by many old friends, including Pam and 
Dennis Bird, Dave Burnett and Peter.  

After Zambia we lived in Somerset West in Cape Town for 11 years and 
brought up our 3 children there.   

I remain a widower, nearly 93.  I was staying with Gail when Covid struck 
and I am very lucky that it is convenient for me to stay on with Gail in her 
very pleasant Freemantle house.  

By something of a freak I recently received , forwarded by my daughter in 
California, the delightful blue and white newsletter no.101. Most sincere 
thanks – greatly enjoyed. 
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Two members of the Mounted section, 1954 
(Anybody recognise the horses !!?....Ed)



death of dr. Kenneth Kaunda: 
Founding President Kenneth Kaunda has died 
aged 97. Dr. Kaunda, one of Africa’s foremost 
liberation heroes and the last of his generation 
surviving, died 17 June 2021 at Maina Soko 
Medical Centre where he was taken ill. President 
Edgar Lungu has declared 21 days of national 
mourning in honour of the former freedom fighter 
and pan-Africanist. Secretary to the Cabinet Simon 
Miti announced the death of Dr. Kaunda on behalf 
of President Lungu in a statement yesterday. 
President Lungu said during the period of 
mourning, all activities of entertainment nature 
will be suspended and all flags will fly at half-
mast. “It is with deep regret and sorrow that His Excellency Dr. Edgar 
Chagwa Lungu, President of the Republic of Zambia, announces to the 
nation and the international community the passing of our beloved 
founding father, icon and global statesman, His Excellency Dr. Kenneth 
David Kaunda” Dr. Miti said.  

(Zambia Daily Mail) 
Result of General election:  
United Party for National Development leader Hakainde Hichilema has 
become Zambia’s seventh republican President-Elect after amassing over 
2.81 million votes from the August 12, 2021 general election. The massive 
win meant Mr. Hichilema does not have to contest any second-round run-
offs after meeting the constitutional 50.1% threshold for an outright 
winner. Mr. Hichilema beat the incumbent President Edgar Lungu by 
scoring 2,810,757 votes again 1,814,201 for the latter. Mr. Hichilema’s party 
dislodged Mr. Lungu’s Patriotic Front party, mainly on the promise to ‘fix’ 
the economy of the country and create jobs for young people. Zambia’s 
outgoing President Edgar Lungu has congratulated President-Elect 
Hakainde Hichilema and committed to a peaceful transfer of power. In a 
brief address to the national, Mr Lungu thanked Zambians for giving him 
the opportunity to serve the country and thanked members of his party, 
the Patriotic Front. 

(Lusaka Times) 
President to visit uSA: 
President  Hakainde Hichilema will, later this month, undertake his first 
international trip as Head of State when he visits the United States of 
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America to attend the 76th UN General Assembly in New York. He is one 
of the Heads of States who is enlisted to speak in person at the UN 
General Assembly in the afternoon session on 21st September. Whilst in 
the US, President Hichilema will fly to Washington DC to meet President 
Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris at the White House as well as 
the World Bank President and the Managing |Director of the IMF. The 
Head of State has also planned to meet and address Zambians living in 
the USA on Friday 24th September.  

(Lusaka Times, Zambian Observer) 
Lechwe decline:  
A recent population count has shown evidence of continued decline of the 
Kafue Red Lechwe in the Kafue Flats. The population currently stands at 
about 23,306, the lowest ever recorded, down from historial high 
population counts that exceeded 100,000 in the 1970s and 250,000 in the 
1930s. The decline is attributed to a number of factors, including habitat 
degradation and loss, invasive species encroachment, poaching, 
unsustainable hunting quotas, competition with cattle as well as disease 
and nutritional stress. Of these, the most concerning to conservationists 
are poaching and the spread of the invasive species resulting in reduction 
of suitable habitat.  

(Zambia Daily Mail) 
Longer Life:  
Zambia’s life expectancy has improved from about 53 years in 2016 to 
over 67 years in 2019 because most citizens are able to access basic needs. 
Ministry of National Development Planning Permanent Secretary Trevor 
Kaunda said access to education and health services has improved. He 
said citizens engaged in more economic activities in 2019 compared to the 
previous years. Government has in the last few years increased funding to 
the education and health sectors to enhance service delivery to citizens.  

(Zambia Daily Mail) 
Must be a miracle - 14 years in 3 years (ED) 
 
Vaccines Arrival:  
The first batch of coronavirus vaccines under the Covax facility will arrive 
in Zambia on 12th April. Addressing the nation on the coronavirus 
vaccination programme in parliament today, Health Minister Dr. Jonas 
Chanda explained that the first 228,000 doses of AstraZeneca will arrive 
from India next week. Dr. Chanda said the vaccine is only one in the 

3 5

newS FRoM zAMBIA 



basket approved by Cabinet to cover 20 per cent of the eligible adult 
population above 18 years old. Dr. Chanda added that those as greatest 
risk will be prioritized as outlined in the National Vaccine Deployment 
Plan. Health Workers, security personnel, bus drivers and marketeers will 
be among the first to be vaccinated.  

(Zambia Reports) 
Tony Blair at State house 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Initional Cooperation has said that the 
visit to Zambia by the former Prime Minster of the United Kingdon, Tony 
Blair, is a mark of confidence in the new administration. In a statement to 
the media, Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, 
Stanly Kakubo, said that the visit presented the New Dawn Government 
with an opportunity to engage with strategic partners as it works to 
achieve the goal of economic transformation for the benefit of the people 
of Zambia. Mr. Blair, who is on the official visit, will hold a consultative 
meeting with Mr. Hakainde Hichilema today at State House in Lusaka. 
Currently, Mr. Blair serves as Executive Chairman of the Tony Blair 
Institute for Global Change, a non-profit organization founded in 2017 
which seeks to support political leaders and governments to build open, 
inclusive and prosperous societies in a globalized world. 

(Lusaka Times)  (Zambia’s troubles are now about to be resolved!! ED) 

The debt to China: 
Reuters reports that Zambia’s debt to Chinese public and private lenders 
is $6.6 billion, almost double the amount disclosed by the previous 
Zambian government, an analysis of loan data by the China Africa 
Research Initiative has estimated. Zambia’s previous government led by 
Edgar Lungu said its Chinese debt stood at $3.4 billion. The new figure is 
based on Chinese loan data collected by CARI at the John Hopkins 
University School of Advanced International Studies.  

(Reuters) 
Railway Rescue 
Finance Minister Bwalya N’gandu says he will engage management at 
Tanzania Zambia Railways - Tazara - to revive all railway stations which it 
has abandoned. He says government spent substantial amounts of money 
to put up railways stations, stating that abandoning such infrastructure is 
not the way to go. Dr. N’gandu says one of the objectives of Tazara is to 
open areas it covers to allow farmers to transport their goods. He says 
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using railway transport to move agricultural products and other goods 
can ease pressure on the roads. 

(Lusaka Times) 
Increase in wheat Production 
Zambia has posted an increase in wheat production to 300,000 metric 
tonnes annually from 60,000 metric tonnes in 2009 due to Government’s 
deliberate policy to halt imports that disadvantage the local industry. In 
2007, Government passed a statutory instrument to block imports of 
wheat and wheat products. Zambia National Farmers Union media liaison 
and public relations manager, Calvin Kaleyi, said the country has 
witnessed a steady increase in wheat production over the last 11 years.  

(Zambia Daily Mail) 
uK Aid 
To contribute to the country’s economic recovery process, the United 
Kingdom will provide £9 million for social and economic sectors in 
Zambia. £2 million will be invested in small and medium enterprises to 
help them grow and cope with the adverse effects of coronavirus. The £7 
million girls education funding will be used to build and support 
expansion of schools which will benefit 70,000 children.  

(Zambia Daily Mail) 
Beer Back to normal 
Zambian Breweries Plc says supply of alcohol on the market is expected to 
normalise next month due to the completion of the expansion of the 
Ndola and Lusaka plants. In the past few months, the country experienced 
a shortage of beer due to the expansion project, delayed works at the 
Lusaka plant following the third wave of coronavirus and reduced return 
of bottles by customers. Zambian Breweries corporate affairs director 
Ezekiel Sekele said in an interview last week that the company has 
invested US$20 million in the project, with US$12 million and US$8 
million for the Lusaka and Ndola plants, respectively.  

(Zambia Daily Mail) 
Increase in Malaria 
Government has bemoaned the increase in malaria cases that the country 
has recorded this year. Ministry of Health Permanent Secretary Kennedy 
Malama said in Chipata today that the country this year recorded a 46 per 
cent increase in malaria cases. He said the statistics show that the country 
has recorded 6 million malaria cases compared to 4 million cases in 2019.  
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The nRPA coffin pall is available on loan for a member's funeral from 
Chris Lyon. A returnable deposit of £50 is required to secure the loan. 

 

Silk Crested Tie                                                                                     £17.50 

Polyester crested tie                                                                               £8.00 

Polyester striped tie                                                                               £7.50 

Baseball caps                                                                                           £8.00 

Cravats (in Force colours)                                                                     £8.00 

Cummerbund (in Force colours)                                                          £9.00  

These items will be available at reunions.  

If required by post please add £2.50 p&p 

The following items are made to measure  

Polo shirts with NRPA crest                                                                £14.00 

Sweatshirts NRPA Crest on left breast                                              £22.50 

Please specify size and colour required. 

QM advises that all colours are available. 

 

Copies of Tim Wright’s book are sold out. 

 

QM SToReS
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The Final date for Material for nKhwAzI no. 103  
is 1st July 2022

and a Happy, Healthy  
New Year. 

Keep taking the tablets and keep smiling!
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